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| To the PUBLIC. 
A N a new public Paper makes its appearance, the reader will natural- 


| ly be curious to know from whence it came, the publiſher, and the defign 
of it. To gratify that curiofity, know reader, that the publiſher having former - 
acquired a competent knowledge of the Printing-bufneſs, for his amuſement 
Arnie himſelf with a ſet of proper materials; And the authors of the 
Following pieces having acquainted him that they applied to the printers in York, 
who refuſed to publiſh them in their news-papers—not becauſe they diſapproved 
them, or were apprebenſive of danger, but purely becauſe ſeveral of their friends 
Bad been anxious on their account, and particularly defired them to be careful not 
to publiſh any thing that might give the enemies of liberty an advantage, which 
they would be glad to take, over them; and as theſe pieces are thought to be 
wrote with greater freedom than any thing that has yet appeared in the public 
prints, they thought proper to ſhew ſo much complaiſance to the advice of their 
Friends, as to deſire to be excuſed, and to return the copies: But I, who am 
under no fear of diſobliging either friends or enemies, was pleaſed with the op- 
portunity of turning my private amuſements to the public good ; I not only under- 
took to publiſh them, but now inform my countrymen, that I. ſhall occafionally 
publiſh any thing elſe that falls in my way, which appears to me to be calculated 
to 5 the cauſe of liberty, of. virtue, of religion and my country, of love 
and reverence to its laws and conſtitution, and unſhaken loyalty to the King. — 


And jo I bid you heartily farewell. 
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tion of all our liberty ſubverted, every one who has the leaſt ſpark of 
love to his country, muſt feel the deepeſt anxiety about our approaching fate. 
The hearts of all Who have a juſt value for freedom, muſt burn within 
thei, When they ſee the chains of abject ſlavery juſt ready to be riveted about 
our necks. It has been undeniably demonſtrated, by the various authors 
who have dared to affert the cauſe of theſe injured colonies, that no Engliſh- 
man can be taxed, agreeable to the known principles of our conſtitution, 
8 | A 2 | | but 
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but by his own conſent, given either by himſelf or his repreſentatives, — 
that theſe colonies are not iii any-ſenſe- at all repreſented in the Britiſh par- 
liament,—that the firſt adventurers into theſe uncultivated deſarts, were, in 
every coloriy, either by royal charters or royal conceſſions, in the moſt ex- 
reſs terms poſſible, aſſured, that all their rights and privileges, as Britiſh: 
Fab; ects, ſhould be preſerved to them unimpaired,—that theſe original con- 
ceſſions have been repeatedly allowed by the crown, and have never been 
controverted- till this memorable period. The arguments by, which; theſe 
points have been eſtabliſhed beyond all diſpute, I need not repeat ; their evi- 
dence is ſuch as muſt flaſh conviction into the minds of all but the vile 
minions of tyranny and arbitrary power. The tremendous concluſion, there- 
fore, forces itſelf upon us, that the public faith of the nation, in which, 
till now, we thought we might ſecurely confide, 1s violated, and we robbed 
of our deareſt rights by the late law erecting a famp-office among us. 
What then is to be done? Shall we fit down quietly, while the yoke of 
ſlavery 1s wreathmg about our necks ? He that 1s ſtupid enough to plead for 
this, deſerves to be a fave. Shall we not hope ſtill that ſome reſource is 
left us in the royal care and benevolence? We have the happineſs to be go- 
verned by one of the beſt of kings who is our common father and muſt be 
ſuppoſed to be under no temptations to ſacrifice the rights of one part of his 
ſubjects to the caprice of another. a SHES . 1 
The power of executing the laws is, by the conſtitution, veſted in the 
crown. We never can ſuppoſe that our ſovereign, when our ſtate is pro- 
perly repreſented to him, will employ” that power to execute a law ſo evi- 
dently iniquitous and unreaſonable, eſpecially when a method of. anſwering 
the fame ends, (as far as they ought to be anſwered) perfectly agreeable to - 

the conſtitution, ſo readily offers itſelf. —Let us then beſiege the throne with 
petitions and humble remonſtrances, and not doubt of a favourable iſſue in 
the reſult. Soar Rs tx RN e EO OR 
It muſt certainly give the moſt ſenſible pleaſure to every American that 
loves this his native country, to find a propofal ſet on foot for all the Colo- 
nies to lay before his Majeſty a united repreſentation of their grievances, 
and pray a redreſs. Such a repreſentation as this, in the name of ſo large 
and reſpectable a body of his ſubjects, muſt have great weight and influence: 
in the royal councils. That ſo excellent a ſcheme is likely to be ſo generally 
complied with, raifes our hopes, and demonſtrates that the ſons of America 
are not afraid nor aſhamed to be her advocates againſt tyranny and oppreſ- 
ſion, tho' obtruding themſelves under the ſanction of a law. But what are 
we to think of a ſet of muſhroom patriots, who have refuſed to concur in 
ſo noble an attempt? In what light can we view this conduct? Shall they 
who by effice and profeſſion engage to aſſert the cauſe of publick liberty, own 
themſelves ſuch daſtards as to be afraid to ſpeak, when their country is injur- 

ed in her moſt ſacred rights, yea, inſlaved, leſt they provoke her oppreſſors? 
Tell it not in Gath! Liberty and property are neceſſarily 9 toge- 
ther: He that deprives of the latter without our conſent, deprives of the 
former. What is a ſlave, but one who depends upon the will of another 
for the enjoyment of his life and property? This ſurely is a very precarious 
tenure. He that aſſumes to himſelf a right to deprive me'of any part of my 
eſtate (however ſmall that part may be) on certain occaſions, of which he 1s 
to be the ſole judge, may with equal reaſon deprive me of the whole, when 
he thinks proper : And he that thinks he has a right to ſtrip me of all my 
property, when he ſees fit, may with equal juſtice deprive me of my 155 
4 | | when 
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when he thinks. his own intereſt requires it. If a king, tho' inveſted with 
lawful authority, adopts theſe principles, none will heſitate to pronounce 
him a-tyrant. But where is the difference between a prince who treats his ſub- 
jects in this manner, and a number of fellow - ſubjects who ufurp ſuch a 
power over others? All that I can fee, is, that in the former caſe we ſhould 
groan under the oppreſſion of one man; but in the latter, under that of a 
great body of men, which will generally be by far the moſt intolerable, as it 
1s much better to have only one tyrant than feveral hundreds. 

This my countrymen, is our unhappy lot: The ſame principles on which 
the vile minions of tyranny vindicate the preſent tax, will vindicate the moſt 
oppreſſive laws conceivable. They need only boldly aſſert, that we are virtu- 
ally repreſented in the Britiſh parliament, that they are the propereſt judges of 
the ſums neceſſary to be raiſed, and of our ability to pay them, therefore ſuch a 
tax is equitable, be it what it will, tho” it reduces nine-tenths of us to inſtant 
beggary. If we throw in petitions againſt them, they need only ſay, 715 
agarnſt the known rules of this houſe to admit petitions againſt money bills, and 
ſo forever deny us the liberty of being heard. Was there ever a wider door 
opened for the entrance of arbitrary power, with all its horrors ? Can the 
annals of Turkey produce its parallel? Even there, were tyranny has long 
eſtabliſhed her gloomy throne, the ſubject is frequently indulged the liberty 
of complaining under grievances, and often uſes that liberty with ſucceſs. 
Poor America | the bootleſs privilege of complaining, always allowed to the 
vileſt criminals on the rack, is denied thee ! | 

Loet none cenſure theſe free thoughts as treaſonable: I know they will be 
called fo by thoſe who would gladly transform theſe flouriſhing colonies into 
the howling ſeats of thraldom and wretchedneſs ; but the ſentiments of ſuch 
miſcreants are little to be regarded. We cheriſh the moſt unfeigned loyalty 
to our rightful ſovereign; we have a high veneration for the Britiſh parlia- 
ment; we conſider them as the moſt auguſt aſſembly on earth; but the wil- 
eſt of kings may be mifled ; ſome perſons they muſt truſt for the informa- 
tion they receive; thoſe perſons are generally lach whoſe intereſt it is to re- 
preſent all things to them in falſe lights; ſo that it is rather to be admired that 
they are not oftner miſled than they are. Parliaments alſo are liable to miſtakes, 
yea, ſometimes fall into capital errors, and frame laws the moſt oppreſſive to 
the ſubiect, yea. ſometimes take ſuch ſteps, which, if perſiſted in, would 
ſoon uniunge the whole conſtitution. Our hiſtories bear innumerable atteſta- 
tions to the truth of this. It cannot be treaſon to point out ſuch miſtakes ; 
and the conſequences of them, yea to ſet them in the moſt glaring light, to 
alarm the ſubject. By acting on this principle, our anceſtors have tranſ- 
matted to us our privileges inviolated ; let us therefore proſecute the ſame glo- 
Tious plan. Let the Britiſh parliament be treated with all poſſible reſpect, 
while they treat us as fellow- ſubjects; but it they tranſgreſs the bounds pre- 
ſeribed them by the conſtitution, if they uſurp a juriſdiction, to which they 
have no right; if they infringe our liberties, and purſue ſuch meaſures as 
will infallaby end in a Turkiſh deſpotiſm; if they violate the public faith, 
and deſtroy our confidence in the royal promiſes, let us boldly deny all ſuch 
uſurped juriſdiction; we owe them no more ſubjection, in this reſpect, than 
the Divan of Conſtantinople; to ſeem to acknowledge ſuch a claim, would be 
to court our chains. Be aſſured, my coantrymen, whatever ſpirit we mani- 
feſt on this juncture, it cannot be offenſive to our ſovereign : He glories in 
being King of freemen, and not of fiaves. To thew that we are freemen, and 
reſolve to continue ſo, cannot diſpleaſe; hut muſt endear us to him. It muſt 
| IE - endear 
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endear us alſo to all the true ſons of liberty in Great Britain, to ſee that we 


have carried over the Atlantic the genuine ſpirit of our anceſtors. We can 
offend none but a ſet of the blackeſt villains, and theſe we muſt always offend, 
unleſs we will tamely ſuffer them to tread down our rights at pleaſure. With 
them, liberty is always treaſon, and an advocate for the people's rights, a 
ſower of ſedition. Let it be our honor, let it be our boaſt, to be odious to 
theſe foes to human kind; let us ſhew them that we conſider them only as 
beaſts of prey, formed to devour ; that tho' full of loyalty to the beſt of kings, 
and ready to ſpill the laſt drop of our blood in his ſervice, yet we dare bid de- 
fiance to all who are betraying the ſovereign, and facrificing his people. 

While too many to the Weſtward are thinking of nothing but tamely yield- 
ing their necks to the yoke, it revives the courage of all who wiſh well to their 
country, to ſee ſuch a noble ſpirit prevailing in the eaſtern colonies. There 
the gentlemen appointed to ſerve as tools to enſlave their countrymen, have 


ſome of them gloriouſly diſdained the dirty employment; they have ſcorned 


to raiſe their own fortunes by ſuch deteſtable means ; they have ſhewn that 
they eſteem the public good, infinitely above all private emolument ; in ſhort, 
they have pleaſed themſelves TRUE LovERs OF THEIR COUNTRY. Let their 
names be enrolled in the annals of fame; let them be embalmed to all po- 
fterity, and ſerve as examples to fire the breaſts of patriots yet unborn. O- 
thers, we find, have been intimidated into a reſignation, by thoſe hardy ſons 
of liberty, and have the mortification to ſee all their vile ſchemes of enriching 
themſelves out of the plunder of their felow-ſubjects, blaſted in an inſtant. 
But what name ſhall we give thoſe miſcreants who ſtill reſolve to keep the de- 
{2{ted office? How hard muſt that heart be, which is inſenſible of the deareſt 
and tendereſt of all obligations? which feels no ſympathy for a native coun- 
try, oppreſſed and ruined ? but can pleaſe itſelf with the helliſn proſpect of 
increaſing private wealth by her ſpoils ? Ye blots and ſtains of America! Ye 
vipers of human kind! Your names ſhall be blaſted with infamy, the publick 
execration ſhall purſue you while hving, and your memories ſhall rot, when 
death has diſabled you from propagating vaſlalage and miſery any further: 
Your crimes ſhall haunt you like /pectres, and take vengeance for the crimes 
of diſtreſſed innocence. | 

We cannot be enſlaved without you reach out a helping hand: If you emu- 
late the noble example of ſome. of your fellow-officers, whoſe diſintereſtedneſs 
will endear them to generations yet unborn, the chains of thraldom cannot 
be put about our necks, at leaſt the duration of our freedom will be pro- 
longed. Dare you then bear a part in haſtening its final extinction ? Can you 
expect to eſcape the unſeen hand of reſentment, awakened by injuries hke 


theſe? Aſſure yourſelves the ſpirit of Brutus and Caſſius is yet alive; here 


are who dare ſtrite a blow to avenge their inſulted country. Know ye vile 
miſcreants we love liberty; and we fear not to ſhew it. We abhor ſlavery 
and deteſt the remoteſt aiders and abettors of our bondage: but native Ame- 
ricans, who are d:abolical enough to help forward our ruin, we execrate as 
the worlt of parricides. Parricides ! tis too ſoft a term: Murder your fa- 
thers, rip up the bowels of your mothers, daſh the infants you have begotten 
againſt the ſtones, and be blameleſs ;—but enſlave your country! entail vaſ- 
ſalage, that worſt of all human miſeries, that ſum of all wretchedneſs, on 


millions! This, this is guilt, this calls for heaven's fierceſt vengeance. But 


rouſe, rouſe my countrymen, let the villain that is hardy enough to perſiſt, 
do it at his peril, Shew them we have reſentment no leſs keen than our 
Eaſtern brethren ; will you tamely ſuffer the execution of a law that reduces 

g | you 


9 
you to the vile condition of ſlaves, and is abhorred by all the genuine ſons 
of liberty? Let the wretch that ſleeps now, be branded as an enemy to his 
country. "% | 
PHIEOLUTHERUS. 
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HE late violences committed in the Eaſtern colonies, in reſentment 
and oppoſition to the Stamp Act, and all its contrivers and abbettors; 
whether they proceeded from the miſguided zeal of thoſe who had a ſtrong 
ſenſibility of the injury done their country by that act, or from the villainous 
cunning of thoſe who took the opportunity of the publick diſcontent, to pro- 
mote and increaſe the tumult, in order to perpetuate the moſt atrocious 
crimes ; in either caſe, the true lovers of liberty and their country, who de- 
teſt and abhor the Stamp Act from principle, and a certain knowledge of 
their rights, violated by that act, are far from countenancing, or being 
pleaſed with theſe violences ; on the contrary, they hear of them with con- 
cern and ſorrow, not only as they muſt neceſſarily involve many innocent 
perſons in diſtreſs, who had no ſhare in the guilt that excited the pablick 
reſentment ; but alſo as they injure a good cauſe, and check the ſpirit of op- 
poſition to an act illegally obtruded upon us, to deprive us of our moſt ſa- 
cred rights, and change our freedom to flavery, by a legiſlature who have no 
lawful authority over us. The terrible effects of thoſe popular tumults, are 
hkely to ſtartle men who have been accuſtomed to venerate and obey lawful 
authority, and who delight in peace and order; and to make them doubt 
the juſtice of the cauſe attended with ſuch direful conſequences. But the 
guilt of all theſe violences is moſt juſtly chargeable upon the authors and 
abettors of the Stamp Act. They who endeavour to deſtroy the foundations 
of the Engliſn conſtitution, and break thro' the fence of the laws in order 
to let in a torrent of tyranny and oppreſſion upon their fellow - ſubjects; 
ought not to be ſurprized if they are overwheimed in it themſelves. If the 
whom the people have inveſted with power, to be employed for the public 
good, pervert it quite to contrary purpoſes, to oppreis and inſult thoſe by 
whom they are ſupported ; is it not ridiculous for them to expect ſecurity 
from thoſe laws which they themſelves break tnro' to injure their country: 
If they become arbitrary, and uſe their power againſt the people who give 
it; can they ſuppoſe that the people, in their turn, will not exert their inhe- 
rent power againſt their oppreſſors, and be as arbitrary as they? When ſuch a 
power is raiſed, as it is not under the reſtraint ot any regular government or 
direction, terrible effects may generally be expected from it. But thoſe 
are anſwerable for them, who raiſed the tempeſt. Let no man then ſuf— 
fer his rights to be torn from him, for fear of the conſequences of defend- 
ing them, —however dreadful they may be, the guilt of them does not lie at 
his door. However, I would with ray countrymen to avoid ſuch violent 
proceedings, if poſſible; but at the ſame time to oppoſe the execution of 
the Stamp Act, with a ſteady and perpetual exertion of their whole power, 
--and by all means, to endeavour, jointly and feverally, to throw all poſſible 
obſtructions in the way of its taking effect, and to treat with the utmoſt ig- 
nomihy and deteſtation all thoſe enemies and betrayers of their country's 
moſt ſacred rights, who officiouſly endeavor to inforce it: I would with 
them never to pay one farthing of this tax, but leave the infamous officers, 
if they will have it, to take it by force, by way of robbery and plunder.--- 


For 
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For the moment we ſubmit to pay this tax, as to lawful authority, that 


moment we commence as errant ſlaves as any in Turkey, the fence of our 
liberty and property is broken down, and the foundation of the Engliſh con- 
ſtitution with reſpect to us, 1s utterly deſtroyed. Let us not flatter our- 
ſelves, that we ſhall be happier, or treated with more lenity than our fellow 
ſlaves in Turkey; human nature is the ſame every where, and unlimited 
power 1s as much to be dreaded among us, as it 1s in the moſt barbarous na- 
tions. upon earth : It is ſlavery that hath made them barbarous and the 'fame 
cauſe will have the ſame effect upon us. The inhabitants of Greece, Rome, and 
Conſtantinople, were once free and happy, and the-liberal arts and ſciences 
flouriſhed among them; but ſlavery has ſpread ignorance, . barbaraiſm and 
miſery over thoſe once delightful regions, where the people are ſunk into a 
ſtupid inſenſibility of their condition, and the ſpirit of liberty, after being 
depreſſed above a thouſand years, ſeems now to be loſt irrecoverably. It is 
better to die in defence of our rights, than to leave ſuch a ſtate as this to the 
generations that ſucceed us. 

It cannot be poſſible that our ſovereign, or any of our Engliſh fellow - 
ſubjects, who underſtand and value their own rights, can be diſpleaſed with 
us for aſſerting ours. Do we claim any but what are as clear as the noon 


day? Have we not by nature a right to liberty and property ; as Engliſh- 
men, by laws & charters, in terms as plain as words can expreſs ? Is it not 


a fundamental principle of the Engliſh conſtitution, that no man ſhall be 
bound but by laws of his own making, nor taxed but by his own conſent, 

wen by repreſentatives of his own chooſing ? And have we not a right to 
= all our cauſes tried by our peers, 1. e. by juries, men of our own rank 
indifferently choſen, and to whom we have no reaſonable objection ;—and 
does not the Stamp Act, in the moſt flagrant manner, violate all theſe 
rights, our liberty, our property, & trials by juries ? Our liberty, in being 
ſubjected to laws that we had no ſhare in making ; our property, in being 
taxed without our own conſent, in a parliament where we never had either 
the choice of a perſon to repreſent us, nor any that were qualified for the 
office, or intereſted in our welfare; and in our trials by juries, becauſe. an 
informer, or proſecutor has it in his choice, whether to try the matter in a 
court of common law, or a court of admralty:---and as theſe courts are 
immediately under the influence of the crown, and the act allows no ap- 
277 from them, except to a court of vice-admiralty, which is of the ſame 

ind, we have reaſon to think theſe courts will be as arbitrary and oppreſ- 
ſive as ever the high commiſſion and ſtar chamber courts were: And as this 
Act gives them juriſdiction over matters that have no relation to navigation 
or ſea affairs, they may, with equal propriety, have juriſdiction in caſes of 
life and death. This is a real repreſentation of the ſlaviſh ſtate we are re- 
duced to by the Stamp Act, if we ever ſuffer it to take place among us. It 
is eaſy to ſee that the miniſtry deſign to alter and overturn the Engliſh con- 


ſtitution, and have invented a number of expedients to break thro the re- 


ſtraints that the laws lay upon arbitrary diſpoſitions, and are labouring to 
become deſpotic and uncontroulable. | 


If the Enghſh parliament can lay theſe burdens upon us, they can alſo, 
if they pleaſe, take our whole property from us, and order us to be ſold 
for ſlaves, or put to death. But how came the Englith parliament by ſuch 
a right over us? They are choſen by the people of Great Britain to repreſent 
them. They have no power but what is delegated to them by their conſti- 

; | tuents ; 
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tuents; and tlibſe conſtituents have no power over our liberty or property. 
Their power (over theſe things at leaſt) is purely local, and confined to the 
places they are Choſen to repreſent ; and it is plain they cannot repreſent the 
people of America, for that would deprive them of their moſt valuable rights 
as Engliſhmen, and be a contradiction to common ſenſe. | . 

It is a rule that no man in England ſhall be capable of ſerving as a re- 
preſentative- in parliament, without having a conſiderable property in Eng- 
land; the reaſon of this rule is plain; becauſe he will be affected in his own. 
fortune, by the laws he is concern'd in making for the public, the good of 
which he will conſult for his own ſake :---But conſider this rule with reſpect 
to America: Have ail the Members of parliament property there? Will they 
each feel part of the burdens they lay upon us? No. But their own bur- 
dens will be hghtened by laying them upon our ſhoulders, and all they take 
from us will be gains to themſelves : Heaven defend us from ſucli repreſen- 
tatives | WE ae 

Let none falſely inſinuate, that this ſpirit of oppoſition to the Stamp 
Act, which prevails throughout the Britiſh dominions in America, has in it 
the leaſt tincture of rebellion againſt lawful authority, or difloyalty to our 


king. Whoever brings ſuch charges againſt us, is a flanderer and a villain. 


We have the higheſt degree of veneration for the laws and conſtitution of 


England; they are our birth right and inheritance, and we would defend 


them with our lives. We have the moſt afiectionate loyalty to our rightful 


ſovereign George the third, and his royal houſe, and we are ready to ritk, 


our lives and fortunes in his and their defence. We have the higheſt reſpect 
and reverence for the Britiſh - parhament, which we belieye to be the mot 


auguſt and reſpectable body of men upon earth, and we deſire that all their 
rights, privileges and honors may forever be preſerved to zem, and to every 


rank and order of men in the kingdom of Great Britain, whoſe welfare; 
proſperity and honor we ſincerely wiſh, and ſhould rejoice in. We con- 
ſider ourſelves as one people with them, and glory in the relation between 


us; and we deſire our connection may forever continue, as it is our beſt ſe- 


curity againſt foreign invaders, and as we may reciprocally promote the 
welfare and ſtrength of each other. Such are our ſentiments and affections 
towards our mother country. But, at the ſame time, we cannot yield up to 
her, or to any power on earth, our inherent and moſt valuable righis and 
privileges. If ſhe would ſtrip us of all the advantages derived to us from the 
Eugliſh conſtitution, why ſhould we defife to continue our connection? 
We might as well belong to France, or any other power ; none could offer 
a greater injury to our rights and liberties than is offered by the Stamp 
Act. If we have delivered our ſentiments of the parliament with greater 
freedom than they are uſually mentioned with, let it be conſidered that it 15 
only when they have taken upon them to deprive us of our rights, which are 
not under their Juriſdiction: If any then take offence at the freedom with 
which they are treated, let them bluſh at the occaſion given for it. Such an 


alarming attempt upon Britth liberty was never made before, nor 1 hope ever 


will again.---- We have been told from England, that the Stamp Act paſſed 
without fo much debate or conſideration, as ſometimes aroſe upon the moſt 
trifling bills that are brought before the houſe ! If it had been well debated 
and conſidered, ſurely it never could have paſſed; it muſt aſtoniſh all con- 
cern'd in it, when they come to confider it, that ever it did paſs at all, and it 
will doubtleſs be repealed as ſoon as ever the nature of it is fully under- 
ſtood.- Mean while let us never, for one moment, acknowledge that it is 
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binding upon us, nor pay one farthing in obedience to it, for it was made 
by a power, that, by the fundamental laws that both they and we acknow- 
ledge, hath' no. juriſdiction over us. Ka 
As the miniſtry under whoſe influence this Act was made, are, we have 
reaſon to hope, by this time diſcarded and out of place, no other I ſuppoſe 
will ever be found that will approve it; and it may be worth the ſerious con- 
ſideration of thoſe who would officiouſly endeavour to enſlave their country- 
men to enforce it, whether they will not be more likely to receive the frowns 
than the ſmiles of their ſuperiors, for their activity in ſo odious an office. 
For if this act takes place and is eſtabliſhed, it may be depended upon, that 
liberty in Great Britain will not long ſurvive its extinction in America. 

1 | | PHILOPAT RLE. 


[Since the foregoing pieces came tothe Printers hands, certain intelligence has 


been received from England of an untverſal change in the Miniſtry whereby all 


thoſe great A cers who had rendered themſelves obnoxious to the people, by their 
impolitic and arbitrary proceedings, are excluded from any ſhare in the admini- 
ration; and their places filled up by ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſhed patriots in the 
nation, who it is hoped and believed will ſoon give a happy proof to his Majeſty's 
ſubjetts, in Europe and America, of their fincere love of liberty, for which they 
have been long contending with it's enemies, by adhering to ſuch meaſures, and 
fuch only as are conſiſtent with the principles of the conſtitution. His grace the 
duke of Grafton, is appointed ſecretary of ſlate for the Northern department, 
and the Rt. Hon. Henry Seymour Conway, a great friend to America, and a 
Prong oppoſer of the Stamp Act, ſecretary for the ſouthern. The Publick is re- 
ferr'd for further particulars, to the weekly papers. | 


Printed by ANDREW MARVEL, at the Sign of the Bribe-refuſed, on 
8 Conſtitution Hill, North America. 


ExTRACT from the Bo//on Gazette and Country Fournal 
of Monday, October 7, 1705. 


To the Inhabitants of the Province of the Maſſachuſetts- Bay. 
Mx DprAR COUNTRYMEN, 
| [ AD not His Excellency the Governor feen fit to adjourn the General 
| Aſſembly ſo ſuddenly, the Houſe of Repreſentatives would doubtleſs, 
in a few Days, have deſired a Reeeſs; in order to conſult with, and take the 
Directions of their Conſtituents, reſpecting the Neceſſity of a Compliance with 
the grievous and unconſtitutional Tax laid upon the Colonies by the STAame- 
AcT ; after having firſt acquainted His Excellency, by Way of Anſwer to 
his Speech, that they conſidered the Act as inconſiſtent with the Charter Rights 
of the Province, and that they themſelves were not convinced of the Neceſſity of 
2 Submiſion. But His Excellency it ſeems was in an unparliamentary Way, 
informed of the Intentions of the Houſe ; and, to prevent their taking Place, 
adjourned the Court before the Committee had prepared the Draft of an 
Anſwer. 
You have now, my Countrymen, the ſame Opportunity to inſtruct your 
Repreſentatives as you would have had if the Houſe had requeſted a Receſs. 
I opt you will at this important Crifis, excuſe an animated Addreſs, from 
a hearty Friend to your Civil Liberties, intended to warm your Imagination, 
| and 
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and excite your Activity : in the Proſecution of which, I ſhall, with great 
Freedom uſe the Words and adopt the Sentiments of a late ſpirited Writer : 
without marking the particular Paſſages, for which I am obliged to that pa- 
triotic Genius. 


IT is a ſtanding Maxim of Engliſb Liberty “That no Man ſhall be taxed 
« but with his own conſent ” and you very well know we were not, in an 


ſober Senſe, repreſented in Parliament, when this Tax was impoſed. When 


the Legiſlature decree a Tax, as they repreſent the Community, ſuch Tax 
ought to be conſidered as the voluntary Gift of the People to be applied to 
ſuch Ules, as they, by their Repreſentatives, ſhall think expedient. In the 
Preamble to this Act it is ſaid to be, For defraying the Expences of de- 
« fending, protecting, and ſecuring the Britiſh Colonies. But left you ſhould 
fall in Love with the Act on Account of theſe Words in the Preamble, I would 
juſt obſerve to you that Impoſitions -of* this Kind are commonly uſhered in 
under the Pretence of general Utility, to make them the more eaſily go down 
with the People. The Colonies, my dear Friends, are of ſo much Importance 
to the Mother Kingdom, that its very Exiſtence, as a free State, depends on 
them. | | 
Tur Conqueſts lately made in America, tho' comparatively of little Ad- 
vantage to us, are of ineffable Benefit to Great Britain; and we may be cer- 
tain, if we ſhould ſtand in Need of Help in any future War, that, for its 
own Sake, Great Britain will protect and defend the Colonies. 

Tur Support of His Majeſty's Government in this Province, the annual 
Expences of the Public, and the Salaries of our civil Officers, are Calls 
which cannot be ſatisfied, but at the Expence of a conſiderable Portion of 
our Eſtates. The Provincial Debt, incurred by the late War, and which is 
daily increaſing by the Intereſt which grows due thereon, 1s alſo very great; 
and we ſhould be endeavouring, as we are able, to leſſen it. How then will 
it be poſſible, under theſe circumſtances, to endure this Tax which is laid 
upon us by Parliament ?—Add to this, that it will drain the Province of the 
little Caſh left among us, which at preſent barely ſerves for a Medium of 
Trade. 
 Tursx burdenſome Duties might, under our preſent Circumſtances, be 
exclaimed againſt, even tho' we were ſure they were 1mpoſed /o/rly with a 
Deſign to increaſe the Revenue, and we were at the ſame Time convinced the 
Parhament had a legal conſtitutional Right to tax us. — But when we know 
a great Part of the Monies raiſed will be perverted to enrich a Set of cor- 
rupt Individuals at our Expence — When we have Reaſon to believe a Part 
will be applied to make certain Officers among us independant of the Peo- 
ple, whom it 1s for our Intereſt to keep dependant — When we are certain 
the Number of mercenary Placemen will be greatly increaſed, who will by 
and by trample upon the Liberty of the Subject; you will, my dear Friends, 
certainly conſider them as ſlaviſh and intollerable — How vain would be all 
our Pretenſions to Liberty, if we ſhould expoſe our civil Privileges to be thus 
trod under Foot by ſome, perhaps, of the moſt unworthy Members of the Com- 
munity ! And if you ſhould be active in bringing this Tax upon yourſelves, 
as it will inevitably deſtroy our conſtitutional Privileges, fo it will perpetuate 
to the lateſt Poſterity, a moſt deſpicable Opmion of the civil Principles of 
their Anceſtors; | | | 

Tuls Province enjoys, by its Charter, an excluſive Right of charging our 
Eſtates with ſuch Sums as we ourſelves think neceſſary for the Preſervation 

| and 
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and Advancement of our public Intereſt — But ſhould your Repreſentatives 
be inſtructed by you, (which God forbid !) by a ſolemn and public Act to 

romote the Operation of this Law, you will ann declare that you re- 
Fon that ineſtimable Right; and, in Conſequence of ſuch Reſignation, you 
may next expect a Tax on your Lanps; and after that one Burthen on 
the Back of another, till you are reduced to a State of the moſt abject 
Poverty. And ＋ will alſo virtually declare your Submiſſion to have your 
Properties tried by Courts of Admiralty, wir HOT A JuRY. But 1 will 
not, my Friends, entertain a Thought that you can be of fo flaviſh a Tem- 
per. Your Country has flouriſhed in Times paſt, and you have partook of 
the Fruits of its Proſperity; and the Time is not I truſt yet come that Indo- 
lence has fo enervated your Powers, that you will neither beſtir yourſelves to 
promote its Intereſts, nor make a Stand, when Oppreſſion, like Poverty in- 
vades as an armed Man, oy | z | 

EnDEAvouR, my Friends, to overcome a vicious Self-Love.—Learn to 
prefer the Happineſs of the Whole to your own private Advantage.—Stand up 
in Defence of your invaluable Rights and Privileges, and with a manly Forti- 
tude ſhield them from Danger. Not to feel for public Calamities—to be re- 

ardleſs of your. Country's Intereſt—to coil yourſelves up within the dirty 

hell of your own private Conveniency, careleſs of the common Good, is de- 
nying your Title to Humanity, and forfeiting the Character of rational 
Beings. = = | N FR. 
33 by the Love of Liberty, 4nd a diſintereſted Concern for your own 
and your Poſterities Happineſs, I muſt again and again mention to you the 
Importance, the prodigious Importance of the Matter under Conſideration 
—Far be it from me to terrify you with imaginary Dangers, or to with the 
Obſtruction of any Meaſure conducive to the public Good. Did I not fore- 
ſee—was I not morally certain of the moſt ruinous Conſequences from a tame 
Submiſſion to this Law, I ſhould not addreſs you with fo much Emotion and 
Fervour. When I perceive the impending Evil, and fo many Men of Know- 
ledge and ſound Judgment entertain the fame Apprehenſion, I cannot hold 
my Peace. In ſuch a Cafe no Vehemence is exceſſive, no Zeal too ardent. 
The Effects I preſage are dreaded far and wide. Would to God our Terror 
was merely panic, and that the Difagreeablenefs of the Act aroſe only from 
its Novelty. —But our Fears are founded on Reaſon and univerſal Experience. 
Do not fancy I aim at warping your Judgment, if in the Sequel I appear 
rather to declaim than prove. It is becauſe, by the cleareſt Demonſtration, 
the Neceſſity of with holding a Submiſſion to this grievous Impofition has al- 
ready been evinced. The late political Writers having convinced your Rea- 
ſon, I may be excuſedif I now level chiefly at your alben. 

AwaKeE I— Awake my Countrymen, and, by a regular & legal Oppoſition 
defeat the Deſigns of thoſe who enſlave us and our Poſterity. Nothing is want- 
ing but your own Reſolution—For great is the Authority, exalted the Digni- 
ty, and powerful the Majeſty of the People.— And ſhall you the Deſcendents 
of Britain, born in a Land of Light, and reared in the Boſom of Liberty— 
ſhall you commence Cowards, at a Time when Reaſon calls fo loud for your 


Magnanimity ? I know you ſcorn ſuch an injurious Afperfion——1I know you 


diſdain the Thought of ſo opprobious a Servility—Some of you perhaps 
imagine all Endeavours unavailable—Baniſh ſo groundleſs a Fear Truth 
is omnipotent, and Reaſon muſt be finally victorious. Be Men, and make 
the Experiment. This is your Duty, your bounden, your indiſpenſable 

Duty. 
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Duty. Ages remote, Mortals yet unborn, will bleſs your generous Efforts, 
and revere the Memory of the Saviours of their Country. 2 | 


Tux Love of Liberty is natural to our Species and interwoven with the 
human Frame. Inflamed with this Love, do not countenance an Act ſo de- 


trimental to your Privileges. Perhaps you conceive we ſhall after all be 
obliged to comply.—W hat! do you take it for granted that fo it muſt be? 


Do you not then think yourſelves free? Will you trifle with an ineſtima- 
ble Jewel? Regardleſs of your Country's Welfare, will you yield, and re- 
ſign without a Struggle? Are you not deſirous to bequeath to Poſt:rity the 
priceleſs Treaſure yourſelves enjoy? Doubtleſs you reſent the Infinuation— 
Courage then, my Brethren, and be not remiſs in a Concern ſo momentous. 
Retroſpect the Zeal of your Anceſtors for the Enjoyment of their Rights and 
Privileges: Trace the Renown of your Progenitors : Recolle& the Stands 
the glorious Stands they have often made againſt the Yoke of Thraldom: 
For their inviolable Attachment to the ineſtimable Bleſſings of Freedom, Hiſ- 
tory will reſound their deathleſs Praiſes ; and adorned with the precious Me- 
morials of their heroic and inſuppreſſible Struggles againſt Impoſitions of 
every Sort, will ſhine with eternal and undecaying Splendor. Impelled by 
their illuſtrious Example, diſdain the Tho'ts of a ſervile Acquieſcence in 
a burdenſome Law. Conſider Gentlemen, that the leaſt Infraction of your 
Liberties is a Prelude to greater Encroachments. Such always was, and ſuch 


for ever will be the Caſe. Recede therefore not an Inch from your indiſputable 


Rights—On the contrary, declare your Thoughts freely, nor ſcruple to de- 
liver your Sentiments in an Affair of ſuch unſpeakable Conſequence. Indo- 
lence---Indolence has been the Source of irretrievable Ruin Languor and 
Timidity, when the Public is concerned, are the Origin of Evils mighty and 
innumerable! Why then, in the Name of Heaven, ſhould you behold an 
Infringement ſupine and inammate ? Why ſhould you too late deplore your 
Irreſolution? Alas! when ſhall we ſee the glorious Flame of Patriotiſm light- 
ed up, and blazing out with inextinguiſhable Luſtre * When ſhall we have 
one Intereſt, and that Intereſt the common Gocd ? 

To aflert your Riots, doth your Reſolution fail you? Are you deſtitute 
of Courage? ., Tamecly will you ſubmit, and yield without a Conteſt ? Come 
then, and by Imagination's Aid penetrate into Futurity. Behold your Off- 
ſpring bred up to bondage ! Behold the Province ſwarming with Slaves and 
Beggars, and your Lands, thoſe Lands you now ſo much delight in, all 
owned by haughty and domineering Lords ! 

Paus E therefore, my Countrymen, and confider ; —Revolve the Conſe- 


quences in a diſpaſſionate Mind—Weigh them in the Scale of Reaſon— in the 


Balance of cool deliberate Reflection: If any of you have been till this Time 
inſenſible of your Danger, awake now out of your Lethargy— Start, O ſtart 
from your Trance! By the inconquerable Spirit of the ancient BRiroxs; 
—by the Genius of that CoxsTITuTION which abhors every Species of Vaſ- 


fallage ;—by the auguſt Title of Exc115yumen ;—by the grand Prerogatives 


of HuMan NATURE; the lovely Image of the InriniTe DeiTY ;——and 
what is more than all, by that LIBERTY Wherewith CHRIST has made you 
free : I exhort you to inſtruct your Repreſentatives againſt promoting by any 
Ways or Means whatſoever, the Operation of this grievous and burdenſome 
Law. Acquaint them fully with your Sentiments of the Matter ; that they 
may be inexcuſeable if they ſhould act contrary to your declared Minds. They 
are cloathed with Power not to ſport with the Intereſts of human Nature; 

but to be faithful Guardians of the Liberties of their Country —We have 
D therefore 
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therefore a — 4 to expect that they wilf do every Thing in their Power for 
our Relief under out pfeſſing Difficulties . We have alſo from the Change 
in the Miniſtry, ſome Reaſon to hope for a Repeal of the Act. Happy, 
thrice happy ſhould I bs; to have it in my Power to congratulate my Country- 
men, on ſo' memorable” a Deliverance; whilſt F left the Enemies of Truth 
ard Liberty to humble themſelves in Sackrloth and Aſhes. 1 
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Mleſſieurs Epxs & GIII, 8 8 


IF yon think ' the follvwing worth a Place in your Paper, your inſerting it will 
oblige ſome of your Readers, beſides your humble Servant, A. B 


IN looking over a Sermon preach'd in 1755, by Dr. Smith of Philadelphia, 
I was much pleaſed with the following pathetic Addreſs, as I thought it 
well adapted to all Times when the Rights and Priviledges of the Colo- 
nies are attack d, whether by foreign Enemies, or homebred Foes. 


cc T S this a time for diſſentions about matters of trivial moment, 
I when the very vitals of liberty are attacked, which, once gone, 
may never be recovered ? Is this a time to decline toils, or dangers, or ex- 
pence, when all hes at ſtake, for which a wiſe man would chuſe to hve, 
or dare to die ! 24%! Log. of 3 | | 

Ix times, paſt, when Liberty, travelling from foil to ſoil, had deſerted al- 
moſt every corner of the world, and was prepared to bid an everlaſting 
adieu to her laſt beſt retreat, the Britiſp Iſles; our great Fox EFATHERS, 
(whoſe memories be bleſt) anticipating her departure, came into theſe re- 
mote regions. They encounter'd difficulties innumerable. They ſat down 
in places before untrod by the foot of any Chriftian, fearing leſs from Sa- 
vage beaſts and Savage men, than from Slavery the worſt of Savages. To 
preſerve at leaſt one corner of the world, ſacred to Liberty and undefiled 
Religion, was their glorious purpoſe. In the mean time the Storm blew 
over, and the ſky brightened in the mother-land. Liberty raiſed her droop- 
ing head, and trimmed her fading laurels. Halcyon-days ſucceeded, and 
their happy influence extended even into this new world. The Colonies 
roſe and flouriſhed. Our fathers ſaw it and rejoiced. They begat ſons and 
daughters, reſigned the proſecution of their plan into our hands, and de- 


parted into the manſions of reſt 
. BuT lo! the ſtorm gathers again, and fits deeper and blacker with boding 
aſpect! and ſhall we be fo degenerate as to defert the facred truſt conſign'd 
to us for the happineſs of poſterity ? ſhall we tamely ſuffer the peſtilential 
breath of tyrants to approach this garden of our fathers and blaſt the fruit 
dS © pot Mm = F 
NO -e illuſtrious ſhades, who perhaps now look down with anxiety 
on our conduct! we pronounce, by all your glorious toils, that it ſhall not, 
muſt not. be ! If we are not able to make thoſe who mourn in bonds and 
darkneſs round us, ſhare the bleſt effects of Hberty, and diffaſe it through 
this vaſt continent, we will at leaft preſerve this ſpot ſacred to its exalted 
name; and Tyranny and Injuſtice ſhall not enter in, till the Body of the laſt 
Freeman hath filled up the breach — 5 


- 


SpIRIT 
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Sp1RIT of ancient Britons ! where art thou? into What happier. region 
art thou fled or flying? Return, oh return into 


our boſoms ! expel every narrow and groveling ſen- 
timent, and ammate us in this glorious cauſe 
Where the voice of public virtue and public liber- 
ty calls, thither' may we follow, whether to life 
or death! May theſe ineſtimable bleflings be tranſ- = 
mitted ſafe ro our poſterity ? and may there never | 
= wanting champions to vindicate them againſt 
diſturber of human - kind, as long as there 
ball be found remaining of all thoſe who aſſume 


the name of Britons, either a tongue to nit or a 
hand to act!“ 
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EXTRACTS flem the n ent to the Boſton Gazette 
of Monday, October the 2d, 1705. 


PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 26. 


In Aſſembly, Saturday, September 21, 1765. A. M. 


HE Houſe taking into Conſideration, that an Act of Parliament im- 
poſing certain Stamp Duties and other Duties, on His Majeſty's Sub- 
jects in America, whereb they conceive ſome of their moſt eſſential and 
valuable Rights, as Britiſh Subjects, to be deeply affected, think it a Du- 


ty they owe to themſelves, and their Poſterity, to come to the following 
Reſolutions, vi. 


Reſolved, N. C. D. 


That the Aſſemblies of this Province have, from time to time, whenever 
Requiſitions have been made by His Majeſty, for carrying on military Ope- 
rations for the Defence of America, moſt chearfully and liberally contributed 
their full Proportion of Men and Money for theſe Services. 

Reſolved, N. C. D. | 

That whenever His Majeſty's Service ſhall, for the future, require the Aids 
of the Inhabitants of this Province, m a CONSTITUTIONAL way, 
it ſhall be their indiſpenſable Duty moſt cheartully and liberally to grant to 
His Majeſty their Proportion of Men and Money, for the Defence, Security, 
and other publick Services of the Britiſh American Colonies. 

Reſolved, N. C. D. 

That the Inhabitants of this Province are intitled to all the Liberties, 
Rights and Privileges of His Majeſty's Subjects in Great Britain, or elſe⸗ 
where; and that the Conſtitution of Government in this Province is founded 
on the natural Rights of Mankind, and the noble Principles of Engliſh 
Liberty, and therefore is, or ought to be, perfectly free. 

Keſolved, N. C. D. 

That it is the inherent Birth- right, and indubitable Privilege, of every 
Britiſh Subject, to be taxed only by his own Conſent, or that "of his legal 
Repreſentatives, in Conjunction with his Majeſty, or his Subſtitutes. 

Reſolved, N. C. D. | 

That the only legal Repreſentatives of the Inhabitants of this Province. 

are the Perſons they 3 elect to ſerve as Members of Aſſembly. 


Reſolved, 


(16 ) 


+ Reſolved, therefore, N. C. 95). 


That the Taxation of the People of this Province by any other Perſons 


whatſoever, than ſuch their Repreſentatives in Aſſembly is UNC ONSTI- 
TUTIONAL and ſubverſive of their moſt valuable Rights. 

-- Reſolved, N. C. D. | | pg 

That the laying Taxes upon the Inhabitants of this Province IN ANY 
OTHER MANNER, being manifeſtly ſubverſive of public Liberty, muſt, 
of - neceſſary Conſequence, be utterly deſtructive of public Happineſs.- 

- Reſolved, N. C. D. ME. 

That the veſting an Authority in the Courts. of , Admiralty to decide in 
Suits relating to the Stamp Duties, and other Matters, foreign to their pro- 
per Juriſdiction, 1s highly dangerous to the Liberties of His Majeſty's Ame- 
rican Subjects, contrary to Magna Charta, the great Charter and Fountain 
of Engliſh Liberty, and deſtructive of one of their moit DARLING and 
ACKNOWLEDGED RIGHTs, that of TRIALS BY JURIES. 

Reſolved, N. C. D. | | 

That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, that the Reſtraints impoſed by ſeve- 
ral late Acts of Parliament on the Trade of this Province, at a Time when 
the People labour under an enormous Load of Debt, muſt of Neceſſity be 
attended with the moſt fatal Conſequences, not only to this Province, but 
to the Trade of our Mother Country. | 

Reſolved, N. C. D. | | 
That this Houſe think it their Duty thus firmly to aſſert, with Modeſty 
and Decency, their inherent Rights, that their Poſterity may learn and know, 
that it was not with thcir Conſent and Acquieſcence, that any Taxes ſhould 
be levied on them by any Perſons but their own Repreſentatives ; and are 
deſirous that theſe their Reſolves ſhould remain on their Minutes, as a Teſti- 
mony of the Zeal and ardent Deſire of the preſent Houſe of Aſſembly to pre- 
ſerve their 1NESTIMABLE RIGHTS, which, as Engliſhmen, they have 
oſſeſſed ever ſince this Province was ſettled, and to tranſmit them to their. 
lateſt Poſterity.” Ex ON | 
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ExrRACTSs from the Newport Mercury of Monday, Ocko- 
ber the 7th, 1705. 


Extra#s from the Conſtitutional Courant, No. 1. Printed by Andrew Marvel. 


. at the Sign of the Bribe refuſed, on Conſtitution Hill, North-America. 


SATURDAY, September 21, 1705. 


; in which, till now, we thought we might ſecurely confide, is vio- 
lated, and we robbed of our deareſt rights. 


What then is to be done? Shall we ſit down quietly, while the yoke of ſla- 


very is wreathing about our necks ? He that is ſtupid enough to plead for this 
deſerves to be a fave. Shall we not hope ſtill that ſome reſource is left us in 
the royal care and benevolence ? We oo the happineſs to be governed by 
one of the beſt of kings, who is our common father, and muſt be ſuppoſed 
to be under no temptations to ſacrifice the rights of one part of his ſubjects 
to the caprice of another. — 5 . 8 
| What 


Y the late law erecting a ſtamp office among us, the national faith, 
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What 1s a ſlave, but one who depends upon the will of another for the 
enjoyment of his life and 3 ? This ſurely is a very precarious tenure. 
He that aſſumes to himſelf a right to deprive me of any part of my eſtate 
(however ſmall that part may be) on certain occaſions, of which he is to be 
the ſole judge, may with equal reaſon deprive me of the whole, when he 
thinks proper : And he that thinks he has a right to ſtrip me of all my pro- 
rty, when he ſees fit, may with equal juſtice deprive me of my life, when 
e thinks his own intereſt requires it. If a king, tho' inveſted with lawful 
authority, adopts theſe principles, none will heſitate to pronounce him a 
tyrant. But where is the difference between a prince who treats his ſubjects 
in this manner, and a number of fellow-ſubjects who uſurp ſuch a power 
over others? All that I can fee, is, that in the former caſe we ſhould groan 
under the oppreſſion of one man; but in the latter, under that of a great 
body of men, which will generally be by far the moſt intolerable, as it is 
much better to have only one tyrant than ſeveral hundreds. 

This, my countrymen, 1s our unhappy lot : The ſame principles on which 
the vile minions of tyranny vindicate the preſent tax, will vindicate the moſt 
oppreſſive laws conceivable. They need only boldly aſſert, that wwe are vir- 
tually repreſented in the Britiſh parhament, that they are the propereſt judges 
of the ſums neceſſary to be raiſed, and of our ability to pay them, therefore ſuch 
a tax is equitable, be it what it will, tho' it reduces nine-tenths of us to 
inſtant beggary. It we throw in petitions againſt them, they need only ſay, 
'tis againſt the known rules of this houſe to admit petitions againſt money bills, 
and fo forever deny us the liberty of being heard. Was there ever a wider 
door opened for the entrance of arbitrary power, with all its horrors ? Can 
the annals of Turkey produce its parallel? Even there, where tyranny has 
long eſtabliſhed her gloomy throne, the ſubject is frequently indulged the 
liberty of complaining under grievances, and often uſes that liberty with ſuc- 
ceſs. Poor America | the bootleſs privilege of complaining, always allowed to 
the vileſt criminals on the rack, is denied thee | N ä 

Let the Britiſh parliament be treated with all poſſible reſpect, while they 
treat us as fellow- ſubjects; but if they tranſgreſs the bounds preſcribed them 
by the conſtitution, if they uſurp a juriſdiction, to which they have no right; 
if they infringe our liberties, and purſue ſuch meaſures as will infallibly end 
in a Turkiſh deſpotiſm; if they violate the public faith, and deſtroy our 
confidence 1n the royal promiſes, let us boldly deny all ſuch uſurped juriſdic- 
tion; we owe them no more ſubjection, in this reſpect, than the Divan of 
Conſtantinople ; to ſeem to acknowledge ſuch a claim, would be to court our 
chains. Be aſſured, my countrymen, whatever ſpirit we manifeſt on this 
juncture, it cannot be offenſive to our ſovereign : He glories in being King of 
Freemen, and not of flaves. To ſhew that we are freemen, and reſolve to 
continue ſo, cannot diſpleaſe, but muſt endear us to him. It muſt endear us 
alſo to all the true ſons of liberty in Great Britain, to ſee that we have car- 
ried over the Atlantic the genuine ſpirit of our anceſtors. —We can offend 
none but a ſet of the blackeſt villains, and theſe we muſt always offend, un- 
leſs we will tamely ſuffer them to tread down our rights at pleaſure. With 
them, liberty is always treaſon, and an advocate for the people's rights, a 
ſower of ſedition. Let it be our honor, let it be our boaſt, to be odious 
to theſe foes to human kind; let us ſhew them that we conſider them only 
as beaſts of prey, formed to devour ; that tho' full of loyalty to the beſt of 
kings, and ready to ſpill the laſt drop of our blood in his ſervice, yet we 
E 1 
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dare bid defiance to all who are betraying the ſovercign, and ſacrificing his 
le. | | | 
| While too many to the weſtward are thinking of nothing but tamel 
yielding their necks to the yoke, it revives the courage of all who with well 
to their country, to ſee ſuch a noble ſpirit prevailing in the eaſtern colonies. 
There the gentlemen appointed to ſerve as tools to enſlave their countrymen, 
have ſome of them glonouſly diſdained the dirty employment; they have 
ſcorned to raiſe their own fortunes by ſuch deteſtable means; they have ſhewn 
that they eſteem the public good, infinitely above all private emolument ; in 
| ſhort, they have proved themſelves TRUE LovERS OF THEIR COUNTRY. 
Let their names be enrolled in the annals of fame; let them be embalmed 
to all poſterity, and ſerve as examples to fire the breaſts of patriots yet un- 
born. Others, we find, have been intimidated into a reſignation, by thoſe 
hardy ſons of liberty, and have the mortification to ſee all their vile ſchemes 
of enriching themſelves out of the plunder of their fellow-ſubjects, blaſted in 
an inſtant. But what name ſhall we give thoſe miſcreants who ſtill reſolve 
to keep the deteſted office? How hard muſt that heart be, which is inſen- 
ſible of the deareſt and tendereſt of all obligations? which feels no ſympa- 
thy for a native country, ren and ruined ? but can pleaſe itſelf with the 
helliſh proſpect of increaſing private wealth. by her ſpoils? Ye blots and 
ftains of America! Ye vipers of human kind! Your names ſhall be blaſted 
with infamy, the public execration ſhall purſue you while living, and your 
memories ſhall rot, when death has diſabled you from propagating vaſſalage 
and miſery any further: Your crimes ſhall haunt you like Hectres, and take 
vengeance for the crimes of diſtreſſing mnocence. | 
We cannot be enflaved without you reach out a helping hand : If you 
emulate the noble example of ſome of your fellow-officers, whoſe diſinte- 
reſtedneſs will indear them to generations yet unborn, the chains of thraldom 
cannot be put about our necks, at leaſt the duration of our freedom will be 
prolonged. Dare you then bear a part in haſtening its final extinction? Can 
you expect to eſcape the unſeen hand of reſentment, awakened by injuries 
like theſe ? Aſſure yourſelves the ſpirit of Brutus and Caſſius is yet alive; 
there are who dare ſtrike a blow to avenge their inſulted country. Know ye 
vile miſcreants, we love liberty, and we fear not to ſhew it. We abhor 
flavery, and deteſt the remoteſt aiders and abettors of our bondage : But 
native Americans, who are diabohcal enough to help forward our ruin, we 
execrate as the worſt of parricides. Parricides ! 'tis too ſoft a term: Mur- 
der your fathers, rip up the bowels of your mothers, daſh the infants you 
have begotten againſt the ſtones, and be blameleſs ;---but enſlave your coun- 
try! entail vaſſalage, that worſt of all human miſeries, that ſum of all 
wretchedneſs, on millions! This, this is guilt, this calls for heaven's fierceſt 
vengeance. But rouſe, rouſe my countrymen, let the villain that is hardy 
enough to perſiſt, do it at his peril. Shew them we have reſentment no lets 
keen than our Eaſtern brethren ; will you tamely ſuffer the execution of a 
law that reduces you to the vile condition of ſlaves, and is abhorred by all 
the genuine ſons of Liberty ? Let the wretch that ſleeps now, be branded as 
an enemy to his country. | 
PHILOLEUTHERUS. 
—— 1 ET no man ſuffer his rights to be torn from him, for fear of the 
conſequences of defending them ; however dreadful they may be, 
the guilt of them does not lie at his door. However, I would with my 
countrymen 
b 
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countrymen to avoid. ſuch violent proceedings, if poſſible; but at the ſame 
time to oppoſe the execution of the Stamp Act, with a ſteady. and perpetual 
exertion of their whole power ; and by all means to endeavour, jointly and 
ſeverally, to throw all poſſible obſtructions in the way of its taking effect, 
and to treat with the utmoſt 1gnominy and deteſtation, all thoſe enemies and 
betrayers of their country's moſt ſacred rights, who officiouſly endeavour to 
enforce it: I would wiſh them never to pay one farthing of this tax, but 
leave the infamous officers, if they will have it, to take it by force, by way of 
robbery and plunder. For the moment we ſubmit to pay this tax, as to law- 

lawful authority, that moment we commence as errant flaves as any in 
Turkey, the fence of our hberty and property is broken down, and the 
foundation of the Engliſh conſtitution, wich reſpect to us, is utterly de- 
ſtroyed. Let us not flatter ourſe ves, that we ſhall be happier, or treated 
with more lenity than our fellow ſlaves in Turkey; human nature is the fame 
every where, and unlimited power is as much to be dreaded among us, as 
it is in the moſt barbarous nations upon earth: It is flavery that hath made 
them barbarous, & the ſame cauſe will have the fame effect upon us. The 
inhabitants of Greece, Rome, and Conſtantinople, were once free and 
happy, and the liberal arts and ſciences flouriſhed among them; but flaver; 

has ſpread 1gnorance, barbariſm and miſery over thoſe once delightful regi- 
ons, where the people are ſunk into a ſtupid inſenſibility of their condition, 
and the ſpirit of liberty, after being depreſſed above a thouſand years, ſeems 
now to be loſt irrecoverably. It is better to die in defence of our rights, 
than to leave ſuch a ſtate as this to the generations that ſucceed us. 

It is eaſy to ſee that the miniſtry deſign to alter and overturn the Engliſh 
conſtitution, and have invented a number of expedients to break thro' the 
reſtraints that the laws lay upon arbitrary diſpoſitions, and are labouring to 
become deſpotic and uncontroulable. | 

If the Englith parliament can lay theſe burdens upon us, they can alſo, if 
they pleaſe, take our whole property from us, and order us to be fold for 
{laves, or put to death. But how came the Engliſh parliament by ſuch a 
right over us? They are choſen by the people of Great Britain to repre- 
ſent them. . They have no power but what 1s delegated to them by their con- 
ſtituents; and thoſe conſtituents have no power over our liberty or property. 
Their power (over theſe things at leaſt) 1s purely local, and confined to the 
places they are choſen to repreſent ; and it is plain they cannot repreſent the 
people of America, for that would deprive them of their moſt valuable 
rights as Engliſhmen, and be a contradiction to common ſenſe. 

Let none falſely inſinuate, that this ſpirit of oppoſition to the Stamp Act, 
which prevails throughout the Britiſh dominions in America, has in it the 
leaſt tincture of rebellion againſt lawful authority, or difloyalty to our king. 
Whoever brings ſuch charges againſt us, 1s a flanderer and a villain. We 
have the higheſt degree of veneration for the laws and conſtitution of Eng- 
land ; they are our birth right and inheritance, and we would defend them 
with our lives. We have the moſt affectionate loyalty to our rightful ſove- 
reign George the third, and his royal houſe, and we are ready to riſk our 
hives and fortunes in his and their defence. We have the higheſt reſpect and 
reverence for the Britiſh parhament, which we believe to be the moſt auguſt 
and reſpectable body of men upon earth, and we defire that all their rights, 
privileges and honours may forever be preſerved to them, and to every rank 
and order of men in the kingdom of Great Britain. 


Such 
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Such are our ſentiments and affections towards our mother country. But, at 
the ſame time, we cannot yield up to her, or to any power on earth, our 
inherent and moſt valuable rights and privileges. If ſhe would ſtrip us of 
all the advantages derived to us from the Engliſh conſtitution, why ſhould 
we deſire to continue our connection? We might as well belong to France 
or any other power ; none could offer a greater injury to our rights and li- 
berties than is offered by the Stamp Act.— Let us never, for one moment, 
acknowledge that it is binding upon us, nor pay one farthing in obedience to 
it, for it was made by a power, that, by the fundamental laws that both 
they and we acknowledge, hath no juriſdiction over us. If any then take 
offence at the freedom with which they are treated, let them bluſh at the oc- 
caſion given for it. Such an alarming attempt upon Britiſh liberty was was 


never made before, nor I hope ever will again. | 
PHILO PATRIZ. 


PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 26. 
In ASSEMBLY, September 21, 1765, A. M. 


HE houſe taking into conſideration, that an act of parliament has 

| lately paſſed in England for impoſing certain ſtamp duties and other 

dutics, on bat Majeſty's ſubjects, in America, whereby they conceive ſome of 

their moſt eſſential and valuable rights, as Britiſh ſubjects, to be deeply af- 

fected, think it a duty they owe to themſelves, and their poſterity to come to 
the following Reſolutions, viz. 

Reſolved N. C. D. That the aſſemblies of this province have, from time 
to time, whenever requiſitions have been made by his Majeſty, for carrying 
on military operations for the defence of America, moſt chearfully and 
liberally contributed their fully proportion of men and money for thoſe 
ſervices. N 

Reſolved, N. C. D. That whenever his Majeſty's ſervice ſhall, for the fu- 
ture, require the aids of the inhabitants of this province, and they ſhall be 
called upon for that purpoſe, in a CONSTITUTIONAL way, it will be 
their indiſpenſable duty moſt chearfully and ny to grant to his Majeſty 
their proportion of men and money, for the defence, ſecurity, and other 
publick ſervices of the Britiſh American colomes. 

Reſolved, N. C. D. That the inhabitants of this province are entitled to 
all the liberties, rights and privileges of his Majeſty's ſubjects in Great-Bri- 
tain, or elſewhere ; and that the conſtitution of government in this province 
is founded on the natural rights of mankind, and the noble principles of 
Engliſh liberty, and therefore 1s, or ought to be, perfectly free. 
| Reſolved, N. C. D. That it is the inherent birth-right, and indubitable 
privilege, of every Britiſh ſubject, to be taxed only by his own conſent, 
or that of his legal repreſentatives, in conjunction with his Majeſty, or his 
ſubſtitutes. 

Reſolved, N. C. D. That the only legal repreſentatives of the inhabitants 
of this province, are the perſons they annually elect to ſerve as members of 
aſſembly. | 

Reſolved, therefore, N. C. D. That the taxation of the people of this 
province by any other perſons whatſoever, than ſuch their repreſentatives in 
aſſembly, is UNCONSTITUTIONAL, and ſubverſive of their moſt 
valuable rights. | 

| Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, N. C. D. That the laying taxes upon the inhabitants of this 


province, IN ANY OTHER MANNER; being manifeſtly ſubverſive 
of public liberty, muſt, of neceſſary conſequence, be utterly deſtructive of 
public happineſs. | 


Reſolved, N. C. D. That the veſting an anthority in the coutts of ad- 


miralty to decide in ſuits relating to the ſtamp- duties, and other matters, 
foreign to their proper juriſdiction, is highly dangerous to the liberties of his 
Majeſty's American ſubjects, contrary to Magna Charta, the great charter 
and fountain of Engliſh liberty, and deſtructive of one of their moſt 
DARLING and ACKNOWLEDGED RIGHTS; that of TRIALS by JURIES. 

Reſolved, .N. C. D. That it is the opinion of this houſe; that the re- 
| ſtraints impoſed by ſeveral late acts of parliament on the trade of this pro- 
vince, at a time when the people labour under an enormous load of debt, 
muſt of neceſſity be attended with the moſt fatal conſequences, not only to 
this province, but to the trade of our mother country. 

Reſolved, N. C. D. That this houſe think it their duty thus firmly to 
aſſert, with modeſty and decency, their inherent rights, that their poſterity 
may learn and know, that 1t was not with their conſent arid acquieſcence, 
that any taxes ſhould be levied on them by any perſon but their own repre- 
ſentatives; and are defirous that theſe their reſolves ſhould remain on their 
minutes, as a teſtimony of the zeal and ardent deſire of the preſent houſe of 
aſſembly to preſerve their INESTIMABLE RIGHTS, Which, as Englithmen, 
they have poſſeſſed ever ſince this province was ſettled, and to tranſmit them 
to their lateſt poſterity. 


We hear from Lancaſter, that the people of that county had diverted 
themſelves with the repreſentation of the Stamp maſter for this province. 

' We hear that Zz h H—d, Stamp maſter for Maryland, after having, un- 
perceived, left Annapolis, his place of reſidence, hurried on by his fear, rode 
his horſe to death, and hardly gave himſelf time to breath till he got under 
the protection of the cannon at Fort George, in New-York, where he re- 
mains hid from the reſentment of his count:ymen, but not from the terrors 
of his conſcience. | 

In letters by the laſt veſſels from England it is faid, that the people, in ge- 
neral, were highly pleaſed with the late change in the miniſtry ; and that 
Mr. Pitt, in particular, tho' he had not accepted of any place in the admi- 
niſtration, yet was fo well ſatisſied with thoſe appointed, that he had promiſ- 
miſed to be afliſting with his advice and influence, if wanted, 

NEew-YoRK, September zo. 

Tueſday laſt Captain Wright arrived here from the Pay of Honduras in 
39 days: He fays Mr. Cook's Negroes keep poſleſſion of great part of the 
New-River, and that they have been joined by ſo many of their brethren who 
have lately deſerted from their maſters, that they are now 70 ſtrong, and well 
armed: That they ſent a ſcout to the Spaniards, to know whether they might 


have protection there, in caſe the Engliſh obliged them to remove; but they 


were anſwered in the negative, and immediately ordered to their own terri- 
tories ; that they have killed ſeveral ſeamen belonging to the vellels there, 
that were going up the river in crafts, and among them one man belong- 
ing to Captain Wright, 3 to Captain Keerſtead, one Spaniard that wanted 
to treat with them in favour of the Engliſh, and 3 to a London ſhip ; and 
that a craft with 11 men was miſſing, and 'twas ſuppoſed had fallen into 
their hands, and was murdered by them; that the Negroes were in ſhort 


P become 
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become formidable, and that the poor Baymen were ſo intimidated, that 
many of them were obliged to deſert their works, and were at a loſs for an 
aſſylum. eee "ſh" 

. Wright ſailed from the Bay in company with N. Thomas for 
London; the Captains e, Juſt, and Me Carthy, for Philadelphia, 22 
tain Godfrey, and another ſloop for Rhode-Iſland; and Captain Adams, for 
Virginia; and left them all well off the Havannah. | 


Bos rox, September 30. 


The lowing are ſent to as us copies of his Excellency's meſſage to both houſes of 
aſſembly, in their late ſeſſion, and the anſwer of the houſe of repreſentatives 
thereto. | 


Gentlemen of the Council, and Gentlemen of the houſe of Repreſentatives. 


Ship is arrived in the harbour with ſtamped papers on board for the 
A King's uſe in this province, and alſo with other ſtamped papers for 
the province of New-Hampſhire and colony of Rhode-Ifland ; as Mr. Oliver 
has declined the office of diſtributor of ſtamped paper, and cannot ſafely 
meddle with what are arrived, the care of em devolves to this government, 
as having a general charge of the King's intereſt within it. I have already 
laid this matter before the council, and they have referred it to a general court. 
I therefore now apply to you jointly to defire your advice and aſſiſtance in or- 
der to preſerve the ſtamped ere deſigned for this government, being the 
King's property of very conſiderable value, ſafe and ſecure for his Majeſty's 
further orders. I muſt alſo deſire you at the ſame time to conſider of the like 
reſervative of the ſtamped papers deſigned for New-Hampſhire and Rhode- 
Fland, if the diſtributors appointed for thoſe governments ſhould decline to 
have the charge of 'em, and in ſuch caſe the care of 'em will devolve to this 
government, equally with others. 


May it pleaſe your Excellency, 


HE houſe having given all due attention to your Excellency's meſſage 

of this day, beg leave to acquaint your Excellency, that the ſtamped 
papers mentioned in your meſſage are bro't here without any directions to 
this government: It is the ſenſe of the houſe, that it may prove of ill con- 
ſequence for them any ways to intereſt themſelves in this Matter ; We hope 
therefore your Excellency will excuſe us, if we cannot ſee our way clear to 
give you any advice or aſſiſtance herein. | 


We are informed that a number of very ſpirited and pertinent reſolves 
were preparing by ſome members of the houſe of repreſentatives reſpecting 
the ſtamp- act, and the inherent unalienable rights of the people of the co- 
lonies, as they are affected by it. But the ſudden and unexpected adjourn- 
ment of the aſſembly prevented being communicated to the houſe. 

It is merry eno' to obſerve, that the greateſt enemy to the trade of the 
province, has lately put on the appearance of its friend, and affects to be 
mightily concerned leaſt a non-compliance with the ſtamp- act ſhould embar- 
raſs and leſſen it. | | (Hh 

It 1s reported with too great a degree of probability, .that the profits of 
the 9 were to be ſhared by more perſons than the public are 
aware op. * 


Some 
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Some gentlemen who have ſeats in a certain great Afſ—y, and hold places 
under the——, we are told will uſe all their influence to perſuade their fel- 
low townſmen, that the beſt and moſt certain way to prevent their being 


made ſlaves of by others, is to put their own chains on themſelves ; and that 
ſubmitting to burdens is the readieſt way to get rid of them. 


NE WP ORT, October 7: 

We hear the Lawyers of New- Jerſey have reſolved to loſe all Buſineſs, ra- 
ther than make uſe of any Stamps: A noble Reſolution; worthy of univerſal 
Imitation ! * PE > F 2607 + 

We hear, by Letters from New-York, that the Boſton Commiſſioners, 
after their Arrival there, waited upon Lieut. Gov. Colden, and acquainted 
him with their Buſineſs in New-York. He received them very coldly, and 
told them, that the Meeting of the Commiſſioners was unconſtitutional, un- 


precedented, and unlawful, and that he ſhould give them no Kind of Coun- 
tenance or Encouragement. * r 


Extrad of a letter from New-York, Odtober 3. 

« On Monday Afternoon the Commiſſioners had a Meeting, at which 
were preſent thoſe from Rhode-Ifland, Boſton, and S. Carolina, and a ſtand- 
ing Committee :rom the Lower Houſe of this Province, appointed to hold a 
Correſpondence with the neighbouring Governments upon the Stamp- Act, &c. 
On Tueſday arrived an Expreſs from the Speaker of the Maryland Aſſembly, 
informing, that at the Requeſt of ſome of the Members, Governor Sharpe 
immediately and chearfully called the Aſſembly, who appointed three of the 
Houſe to attend the Congreſs, who are expected in Town this Evening. Gov. 
Sharpe is much applauded for his Conduct. Yeſterday a Letter from the 
Lower Houſe of the Jerſies came to Hand, informing, that on this Day the 
Members would convene, and appoint a Committee to join the Congreſs; 
— — The Connecticut Commiſſioners are not arrived.” | 

We hear from Boſton, that laſt Week the commanding Officer of the 
King's Ships in that Port, was arreſted, and taken into Cuſtody, for detain- 
ing Capt. Hulme's Ship, which brought over the Stamped Paper. 

We alto hear, that the ſaid Ship was releaſed, and brought up to the 
Town ; but whether with the Stamped Paper on board or not, we can't learn. 
By a Gentleman from Boſton, we are informed, that a Ship arrived there 
laſt Week from London; and that a Letter from the Maſſachuſetts Agent 
adviſed, that the Stamp-Act would probably ſoon be repealed, 


1 dl. * ad. r th. al... 


ExTRacTts from the Bo/ton Gazette and Country Joumnal of 
Monday, October 14, 1705. 


OE BOSTON, October 14. 
We hear from Braintree that the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of that 
Town, legally aſſembled on Tueſday the Twenty fourth of September laſt, 
unanimouſly voted, that Inſtructions ſhould be given their Repreſentative, 


for his Conduct in General Aſſembly, on this great Oecaſion The Sub- 
{tance of theſe Inſtructions is as follows : | 544 


To 


4) 


| To EBENEZER THAYER, Es d. 


SIR. 
ce N all the Calamities which have ever befallen this Country, we have 
never felt ſo great a Concern, or ſuch alarming Apprehenſions, as on 
this Heeg eee Sc is our Loyalty to the King, our Veneration for both 
Houſes of Parliament, and our Affection for all our Fellow ſubjects in Bri- 
tain, that Meaſures, which diſcover, any Unkindneſs in that Country to- 
wards Us, are the more ſenſibly and intimately felt. And we can no long- 
er forbear complaining, that many of the Meaſures of the late Miniſtry, 
and ſome of the late Acts of Parliament, have a Tendency, in our Appre- 
henſion, to diveſt us of our moſt eſlential Rights and Liberties.—We ſhall 
confine ourſelves, however, chiefly to the Act of Parliament, commonly 
called the Stamp Act, by which a very burthenſome, and in our Opinion, 
unconſtitutional Tax, is to be laid upon us all; and we ſubjected to nu- 
merous and enormous Penalties, to be proſecuted, ſued for, and recovered, 

at the Option of an Informer, in a Court of Admiralty without a Jury.— 
«© We have called this a burthenſome Tax, becauſe the Duties are fo. 
numerous and fo high, and the Embarraſſments to Buſineſs in this infant, 
Tparſely-ſettled Country, ſo great, that it would be totally impoſſible for the 
People to ſubſiſt under it, if we had no Controverſy at all about the Right 
and Authority of impoſing it. Conſidering the preſent Scarcity of Money, 
we have Reaſon. to think, the Execution of that Act for a ſhort Space of 
Time would dren the Country of its Caſh, ſtrip Multitudes of all their 
Property, and reduce them to abſolute Beggary. And what the Conſequence 
would be to the Peace of the Province, from ſo ſudden- a Shock and 
ſuch a convulſive Change, in the whole Courſe of our Buſineſs and Subſiſt- 
ence, we tremble to conſider. —We further apprehend this Tax to be uncon- 
ſtitutional: We have always underſtood it to be a grand and fundamental 
Principle of the Conſtitution, that no Freeman ſhould be ſubjected to any 
Tax, to which he has. not given his own Conſent, in Perſon or by Proxy. 
And the Maxims of the Law as we have conſtantly received them are to the 

ſame Effect, that no Freeman can be ſeparated from his Property, but b 
his own Act or Fault—We take it clearly, therefore, to be inconſiſtent with 
the Spirit of the Common Law, and of the eſſential fundamental Principles 
of the Britiſh Conſtitution, that we ſhould be ſubjected to any Tax, im- 
poſed by the Britiſh Parliament: becaufe we are not repreſented in that Aſ- 
ſembly in any Senſe, unleſs it be by a Fiction of Law, as inſenſible in Theory 
as it would be injurious in Practice, if ſuch a Taxation ſhould be grounded 

on ͤ 1t.— | | 

 *« But the moſt grievous Innovation of all, is the alarming Extenſion of 
the Power of Courts of Admiralty. In theſe Courts, one Judge preſides 
alone! No Juries have any Concern there !—The Law, and the Fact, are 
both to be decided by the ſame ſingle Judge, whoſe Commiſſion is only dur- 
ing Pleaſure, and with whom, as we are told, the moſt miſchievous of all 
Cuſtoms has become eſtabliſhed, that of taking Commiſſions on all Con- 
demnations ; ſo that he is under a pecuniary Temptation always againſt the 
Subject. Now, if the Wiſdom of the Mother Country has thought the Inde- 
pendency of the Judges, ſo eſſential to an impartial Adminiſtration of Juſhice, 
as to render them independent of every Power on Earth, independent of 
the King, the Lords, the Commons, the People, nay independent, in Hope 
b and 


. Pins. 
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and Expectation of the Heir apparent, by continuimg their Cotnmiſſions af - 
ter a Demiſe of the Crown; What Juſtice and Impartiality are we, at 300 


Miles diſtance from the Fountain to expect from ſuch a Judge of Admiralty ? 
We have all along 


thought the Acts of Trade in this reſpect a Grievance : 
but the Stamp-Act — ened a vaſt Number of * of new Crimes, 
which may — committed by any Man, and cannot, but be committed by 
Multitudes, and prodigious Penalties ate annexed, and all thefe are to be 
tried by ſuch a 2 of ſuch a Court What can be wanting after this, 
but a weak or wicked Man for a Judge, to render us the moſt ſordid and 
forlorn of Slaves? We mean the Slaves of a Have of the Servants of a Mini- 
ſter of State: We cannot help aſſerting therefore, that this Part of the Act 
will make an eſſential — in the — of Juries, and is directly 
repugnant to the Great Charter itſelf. For by that Charter No Amercia- 
ment ſhall be aſſeſſed, but by the Oath of honeſt and lawful Men of the 
Vicinage. „And No Freeman ſhall be taken, or impriſoned, or diſſeized 
of his Freehold, or Liberties, or free Cuſtoms, nor paſſed upon, nor con- 
demned, but by lawful Judgment of his Peers, or by the Law of the Land.” 
— 80 that this Act will“ make ſuch a diſtinction, and create ſuch a Differ- 
ence between” the Subjects in Great- Britain, and thoſe in America as we 
could not have expected from the Guardians of Liberty in Both,”— _ 

As theſe, Six, are our Sentiments of that Act, We, the Freeholders and 

other Inhabitants, legally aſſembled for this Purpoſe, muſt enjoin it upon 
you, to comply wah 3 no Meakures or Propoſals for countenancing the ſame, 
or aſſiſting in the Execution of it, but by all lawful Means, conſiſtent with 
our Allegiance to the King, and Relation to Great-Britain, to oppoſe the 
Execution of 1t, till we can hear the Succels of the Cries and Petitions of 
America for Relief. 
We further recommend the moſt clear and explicit Aﬀertion and Vindi- 
cation of our Rights and Liberties, to be entered on the Public Records; 
that the World may know, in the preſent and all future Generations, that 
we have a clear Knowledge and a juſt Senſe of them, and, with Submiſſion 
to Divine Providence, that we never can be Slaves. 

Nor can we think it adviſeable to agree to any Steps. for the Protection 
of ſtamped Papers, or Stamp-Officers——Good and whollome Laws we 
have already, for the Preſervation of the Peace : And we apprehend there 
is no further Danger of Tumult and Diſorder, —to which we have a well- 
grounded Averſion; and that any extraordinary and expenſive Exertions, 
would tend to exaſperate the People and endanger the public Tranquility, 
rather than the contrary, Indeed we cannot tov often inculcate upon you 
our Defires, that all extraordinary Grants and expenſive Meaſures, may, 
upon all Occaſions, as much as poſſible be avoided. —The Public Money, of 

this Country, is the Toil and Labour of the People, who are under many 
uncommon Difficulties and Diſtreſſes, at this Time: So that all reaſonable 
Frugality ought to be obſerved. And we would recommend particularly, 
the ſtricteſt Care, and the utmoſt Firmneſs to prevent all unconſtitutional 
Dr aughts upon the Public Treaſury, 


To Jacos-FowLz and WILLIAM Bovin, Efq'rs. the preſent Repreſentatives 


of the Town of MARBLEHEAD. 
GENTLEMEN, 


E the F recholders and other Inhabitants of the ſaid Town of Mar/-- 

Bead, in Town-Meeting aſſembled, the Twenty fourth Day of Sep- 

rember, A. D. 1765 5, profeſling the greateſt Loyalty to our moſt gracious So- 
G 


vereign, 
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„and our ſincere Regard” and profound Repckence for the FI Par⸗ . 
lament as the moſt powerful and reſpectable Body of Men on Earth, yet, at 
the ſame titne, being deeply ſenſible of the Difficulties and Diſtreſſes, to which 
that-auguſt Aſſembly's late Exertion of their Power, in and by the Sramp- Aci, 
muſt næceſſarily expoſe us, think it proper, in the preſent critical Conjuncture 
of Affairs, to * you the following Ixs TROUSTIOx, Vis. 
I. HAT you promote, and readily join in, ſuch dutiful Remonſtrances 
ſy 


and humble Petitions to the King and Parliament, and other decent 
caſares, as may have 4 Tendency to obtain a Repeal of the Samp- Ad, or 
Alleviation of the heavy Burdens thereby impoſed orr the American Britiſh 
Colonies, And for as ntuch as great Tumults, tending to the Subverſion of 
Government, and the great Reproach of the Inhabitants of this Province, 
have lately happened, and ſeveral Outrages committed by ſome evil-minded 
People in the Capital Town thereof Tou are, therefore, directed to bear 
your Teſtimony a ts, mg and do all in your Power to ſuppreſs and prevent, 
all riotous Aſſemblies and unlawful-*Acts of Violence Na 5 gk the Perſons or 
Subſtance of any of His Majeſty's Subject? 

AND that you do not give your Aſſent to any Act. of Aſſembly that ſhall 
imply the Willingneſs of your Conſtituents, to ſubmit to any internal Taxes, 
that are impoſed otherwiſe than by the Great and General Court of this Pro- 
vince, according to the Conſtitution of this Government. | 

Oruxx Matters we leave to your Prudence, truſting you will act, as we 
apprehend you have ever done, conſiſtent with Honor and Juſtice to your 
Conſtituents and with due Regard to the publick Welfare. 

Atteſt, Benja. Boden, Town- Clerk. 


| | F rom the New 7 ork Gazette. 
T is hoped no Man who has the leaſt Pretence to the Character of a Gen- 
tleman, a Freeman, or an honeſt Man; or who would deſire not to be 
thought an Enemy to his Country, to the Engliſh Conſtitution, and to Man- 
kind ; will ever purchaſe, or apply for one Stampt Paper, whatever Incon- 
veniencies he may be reduced to.—None can poſſibly be equal to the loſs of 
every Thing valuable in- the Engliſh Conſtitution, and the Entailment of 
N e all ſucceeding Generations. 


Laſt Thurſay Se night arrived at New York, His Maj ty s Packet Boat the 
Harriot, in 's Weeks from Falmouth, by whom we — the following Ad- 
vices, viz. 4 
LONDON, Au 
() N Wedneſday his Grace the Duke wt Richmopd” Kiſſed his Majeſty's 
hand, on his bang appointed Ambaſſador * to the Court 
of France. 
Yeſterday the Hon. Mr. Charles York kiſp@ his Majeſty's hand, upon his 
promotion to be Attorney-General, in the y6om of Sir Fletcher Norton. 
It is ſaid that Sir Fletcher Norton has obtained a Patent of Precedency, 
by which he will take place next to the Solicitor General, and before all 
os of his Majeſty's council. 
Private letters-from Paris adviſe, that the arrival of Mr. Wilkes there was 
in order to wait more conveniently” the ſucces. of very powerful interceſſions 
in his favour, making by that gentleman's friends on this fide the water. 
Some diſpatches of importance have this week been received from our Am- 
baſſador at Madrid, which are ſaid to promiſe a favourable accommodation 


to the paynient of the Mani ranſom bills. c 
_ His 
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His Grace the Duke of Newcaſtle has been ſent for to Court, and 
expected in town laſt night. - a WBL 00] £04 
Tueſday the Weſt India Merchants gave à grand eritertainm 
King's Arms tavern, Cornhill, to the Rt. Hon. Henry Sey 
his Grace the Duke of Grafton, the Marquis of Rocking 
court, and ſeveral other perſons of diſtinction. ener 
It is whiſpered that a certain celebrated Commoner fias publickly declared, 
that unleſs our new Ministers immediately inſiſt upon the payment of the 
Canada bills, and the performance of the gther articles, which ſtill remain 
unexecuted of the late peace, he ſhall think leni every whit as improper for their 
employments as their predeceſſors, and Be extremely ſorry that they have any 
concern in managing the affairs of yhe kingdom. IF 70} | 
Yeſte:day was held a board gf Admiralty, ſaid to be on matters of great 
importance; and it was talkedthat two naval expeditions were on the carpet; 
one under Commodore Graves, to the coaſt of Africa; and that Ad: Edgecome 
would command anothęr to Newfoundland. *._ e 
It is talked that thete will ſhortly be a change among the Commiſſioners of 
his Majeſty's Stamp- duty. 3 
It is reported that Cape Breton, and ſome other important places on the 
ſea coaſts. of North America, are ſpeedily to be put in a proper ſtate of defence. 
A commpiiſſion it is ſaid is making out for the redemption of the Britiſh 
ſubjects; now in ſlavery in the ſeveral piratical States of Barbary, &c. with 
ich our commander on that coaſt is to be charged as Ambaſſador Extra- 
ordinary. | 


% 


. 
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PHILADEP HI AX. | - 

We hear the STAMP PAPERS for this Province is arrived in Capt. 
Holland, who lies at New-Caſtle under the Protection of one of his Majeſ- 
ty's {loops of War. It is impoſſible to conceive the conſternation this melan- 
choly news has diffuſed thro' this City Rage, reſentment and grief ap- 
peared painted in every countenance, and the mournful language of one and 
all our inhabitants ſeems to be farewell, farewell liberty —-AMERICA, 
AMERICA doomed by a premature ſentence to ſlavery |—was it thy loyalty— 
thy filial obedience—thy exhauſted treaſures—and the rivers of blood ſhed 
by thy ſons in extending the glory of the Britiſh arms, provoked thy mother 
country thus unjuſtly to involve thee in diſtreſs, by tearing from thee, the 
darling privileges of thy children ?—or was it the perfidy ?—but I cannot pro- 
ceed—tears of vezation and ſorrow ſtop my pen—O my country, my 
country! | 
At a meeting of the Lawyers at the Supream Court held at Perth Amboy, 
on the 20ult. like true born ſons of Liberty, and lovers of their country, 
the chief Juſtice having propoſed the following Queries, agreed and came into 

the under mentioned Reſolves, which will always redound to their Honor. 
Firſt. Whether if the Stamps ſhould arrive, and be placed at the City of 
Burlington, by or after the firſt of November, they would, as practitioners, 
Agree to purchaſe them, or any of them for the neceſſary proceedings in the 

. | | $8 

Reſolved, by the whole body N. C. they would not, but rather ſuffer theis 
private-intereſt, to give way to the public good, proteſting at the ſame time 
againſt all indecent or riotous behaviour which they will diſcountenance by 
every means in their power to preſerve order, and by an abſolute refuſal 2 
make 
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make uſe of the stamps, .ang-other quiet methods, endeavour to obtain a 
repeal of the la W. 


n Whether it was their opinion; that ſhould the at take. place the 
duties co bly 7 be gaid.in gold aud fiber? 178 
| 0 yy wt, "the who body, It nat be paid in gold and filver even 


1 one 
Mind. Their opinion was deſired, ien Athe act required, che Go- 
1 and Chief Juſtice to ſuperintend the diſtributor, he ſhould be oblig- 


ed to take charge of the diſtribution of the Stamps by order and appoint- 


a ode of the Governor, if he ſhould h N to fix wp him or that 
Once, 
Anſwered and adviſed not to take it Apen him, the Governor not being 
impowered by the act to appoint, or if he was, it was left to the Chief Ju- 
ſtices option, and that it would be enn with his office as Chief 
juſtice. 


[.4 moſt laudable Exampl; thi / worthy 24 the Imitation _ oy other 0 2 Tuftices 
and Gentlemen of the Bari] 


N EW YORK. Oftober 7. 
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o” tate from London dated Auguſt 10 ſays, I am very ſorry to hear ſuch 


ated bad accounts from America, but at the fame Time J Nas the plea- 
fire to tell you, that it is rr believed, that the new Miniſtry will re- 
peal the STAMP ACT this Seſſions; for my own part, I make no doubt 


of it. 

NEWPORT. Ottiber 

e bear, by Letters from New York, that the Boſton Commiſſioners, after 
their Arriual there, waited upon Lieut. Gov. Colden, and acquainted.him with 
their Bufineſs in New York. He received them very coldly, and told them, that 
the Meeting of the Commyſſioners was unconſtitutional, unprecedented, and un- 


lawful, and that he ſoould give them no kind of Countenance or Encourage- 
ment. 


Extract of a Letter from « a Gentleman m Tanks. 
CC 


% a moving Manger, and I flatter myſelf you will be attended unto :—Keep 


« clear. of all Reflections, and be 8 red ug Facts, let them be well 


*© ſupported, and Conſequences juſtly repreſented, in a ſtriking Light, and the 
cc mutual Advantage that will ariſe 5 Great Britain and her elo. by be- 
cc ing relieved from your preſent Burthens.“ 


 Meſeurs Eprs & Girx, 


1 5 J. -oblige an honeſt Marblebead- Man who dares to write and ſpeak as he ebinks, 
and not as be is told by your big ones, if you give the following a Place in 
Daun next Paper. Vour's, &, —— 


Tur ſome Perſons who have imprudently let their volatile Tongues ex- 


poſe the * e of their Hearts, and thereby given too much Reaſon to 


fuſpeRt that they are capable of ſacrificing the Honor, Rights and Privileges 
of- their Country for private Advantage, ſhould be terribly afraid of the Re- 
ſentments of an abuſed People, is no Wonder: But while ſome are bearing 
Teſtunony againſt Moby, Ln at the 5 "Tis NE that they will ſoon 
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E now congratulate you on a total Change of the. Miniſters of 
State; and now is your Time to repreſent your Grievances, in 
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import into this Province à certain Species of contraband Goods in an illicit 
Way, it may not be unſeaſonable or unkind to hint to ſuch hold Adventur- 
ers, that iſo good a Look- out is kept as makes it more than probable they 
may be taken in the very Act, when not only the vile Merchandize will be 
ſeized, but very ſevere Penalties alſo incurred; for they may depend upon it 
that thoſe now in power Will by no Means be baſe enough to ſuffer or ad- 
mit of any unlawful Compeſitions, whereby the Publick will be defrauded of 
their Dues, as the S—m & M— d Men know was the Caſe in ſome par- 
ticular Inſtances while under a Cockolian or Shell Fiſh Adminiſtration. — 


 Meſjeurs Ents & G1LL, | 
T Han't rit nothing to be printed a great while: but I can't Nezp a nights, 
I one wink hardly, of late.—I-hear ſo much talk about the ſtamp act and 
the governor's ſpeech, that it ſeems as if 'twould make me crazy.—The go- 
vernor has painted a dreadful picture of the times after the firſt of Novem- 
ber—I hate the thoughts of the firſt of November.—I hope twill be a 
great ſtorm, and black and gloomy weather, as our faces and hearts will all 
be.—T1s worſe than all the fifth of Novembers that ever was—The Pope 
never did half ſo much miſchief, as that ſtamp act will do, if the world 
ſtands as long as the Pope has done——However, ſeems to me the governor 
has repreſented the times worſe than they will be—For in the firſt place they 
do ſay, that thieves and robbers and rioters, ay and lyars too, and all forts 
of rogues, may be puniſh'd as well after the ſtamp act takes place as before, 
—and as to ſuing poor folks for money, that does no body no good but 
the lawyers.—But as to trade and ſhipping and ſuch like, it ſeems to me we 
had better be without the moſt of that than with it—for it only makes 
rum and ſuch things cheap, and ſo makes folks drink toddy and flip inſtead 
of cyder, when they an't half ſo good and holſome—and it mades us all 
beaus, and dreſſes us up fine We got into a way on't o late, our young 
men buy them blue ſurtouts, with fine yellow buttons, and boughton broad 
cloth coats jackets and breeches—and our young women wear callicoes, chinces 
and laces, and other nicknacks to make them fine. But the naughty jacks 
and trollops muſt leave off ſuch vanity, and go to nitting and ſpinning —I 
always uſed to keep a comely boughten coat to go to meeting in, but Ile 
vow ['le never put it on again after firſt November, if the ſtamp act takes 
place ; Ile cut up the hide of my fat Ox that I'm fatting for my winter's 
beef firſt, and make a coat of that, with the hair on. I'm ſure I could 
be edified as much with the ſermon, as if I had on a royal robe, and be as 
warm in it tod. I've read ſomewhere that the folks in old England before 
Cæſar went there, wore ſuch ſkins of beaſts, and yet loved liberty, and 
knew how to keep it too.—I don't believe our young folks would love to 
dance together at huſking frolicks, and to kiſs one another a bit the leſs, if 
they wore woolen ſhirts and ſhifts of their own making, than they do now 
in their fine ones do ſay, I won't buy one ſhilling worth of any thing 
that comes from old England, till the ſtamp act is appeal d, nor I won't let 
any of my ſons and daughters; I'de rather the Spittlefield weavers fhould 
pull down all the houſes in old England, and knock the brains out of all the 
wicked great men there, than this country ſhould looſe their liberty.— 
Our fore fathers came over here for liberty of conſcience, and we have been 
nothing better than ſervants to em all along this 100 years, and got juſt 
enough to keep ſoul and body together, and buy their goods to keep us from 
freezing to death, & we won't be their negroes. Providence never deſigned 
H us 
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us for negroes, I know, for if it had it wou'd have given us black hides, 
and thick lips, and flat noſes, and ſhort woolly hair, which it han't done, 
and therefore never intended us for ſlaves— This I know 1s good a ſillogiſſim 

as any at colledge, I ſay we are as handſome as old England folks, and ſo 


ſhould be as free. | WRE Per yy md. ho. 
So I don't like the governor's ſpeech: very well, any more than I did to- 


ther ſpeech that he made, where he has not done fairly by me.—I'me ſure I 


wrote a bundance, about Hemp before he ſaid a word about it Mr. U and 
I wrote a good many papers, and us'd many arguments for it, and told the 
way of managing ont, a year or two before the governor ſaid a word 
about it—Ay, and a great many folks were ſtirred up to try it, by our 
writings too, and I believe raly Mr. U and I ought to have the honor and 
glory and profit ont too—of bringing ont into faſhion.—I dont ſee why 
it would not be reaſonable for our Deputies to make Mr. U and I a grant 
or two for our extraordinary ſervices, as they do ſometimes to other great 


men that dont deſerve it half ſo much. | 
| _HumyenkryY PLoUGHJoGGER. 


By a Computation made, it appears that if the Stamp Act ſhould take 
Place, the Retailers and Tavernkeepers muſt pay about . 20,000 Old 
Tenor every Year for renewing their Licences; and that the whole Charge 
for Stamp Papers to this Province will amount in one Year to above 
L. 40, ooo, which is more than double what the common Charges of Go- 
vernment ought to be in Time of Peace, and 1s perhaps a larger Sum than, 
the current Caſh of the Country—what then mult become of the Trade? 
But notwithſtanding this, it is ſaid a Gentleman of Diſtinction who has 
lately made the Tour of S-I-m and M—ble—d, has been pleaſed to give 
it out, that there are ſome Perſons in thoſe Towns who would willingly 
make. Uſe of Stamp Paper if they could in any Ways obtain them—the 
true Motives for ſo extraordinary a Conduct, are doubtleſs well known to 
the Gentleman who it ſhould ſeem has been let into this Secret. | 


—E————_ 


—— — 


ExTRACTS from the Boſton Evening- Poſt of Monday, Octo- 
| ber 14, 1705. , 


OBSERVATIONS on the LIBERTY of the PRESS. 
_ Read them with Attention ! | 


IT is ſufficiently known, that arbitrary power would ſteal in upon us, were 
we not extremely watchful to prevent its progreſs, and were there not an 
eaſy method of conveying the alarm from one end of the kingdom to the 
other. The ſpirit of the people muſt be frequently rouſed in order to curb 
the ambition of the court; and the dread of rouſing this {ſpirit muſt be em- 
ployed to prevent that ambition. Nothing is ſo effectual to this purpoſe as 
the Liberty of the Preſs, by which all the learning, wit, and genius of the 
nation, may be employed on the fide of liberty, and every one be animated 
to its defence. As long, therefore, as the republican part of our government 
can maintain itſelf againſt the monarchical, it muſt be extremely jealous of 
the liberty of the preſs, as of the utmoſt importance to its preſervation. 
. ; | Since 
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Since therefore the Liberty of the Prefs is ſo eſſential to the ſupport of 
our mixed government; this ſufficiently decides the ſecond queſtion, Whe- 
ther this Liberty be advantageous or prejudicial ?_ there, being nothing of 


'greater importance in every ſtate than the preſervation” of the antrent govern- 


ment, eſpecially if it be a free one. But I fain would go a ſtep farther, and 
aſſert, that ſuch a liberty is attended with fo few inconveniences, 'that it may 
be claimed as the common right of mankind, and ought to be mdulged theni 
almoſt in every government, except the eccleſiaſtical, to which indeed it 
would prove fatal. We need not dread from this liberty any ſuch ill con- 
ſequences as followed from the harangues of the popular demagogues of 
Athens and tribunes of Rome. A man reads a news paper alone and coolly. 
There is none preſent from whom he can catch the paſſion by contagion: 
He is not hurned away by the force and energy of action. And ſhould he 
be wrought up to ever ſo ſeditious a humour, there is no violent reſolution 
preſented to him by which he can immediately vent his paſſion. The Liberty 
of the Preſs, therefore, however abuſed, can ſcarce ever excite popular tu- 
mults or rebellion. And as to thoſe murmurs or ſecret diſcontents it may 
occaſion, it is better they ſhould get vent in words, that they may come to 
the knowledge of the magiſtrate before it be too late, in order to his prov:d- 
ing a remedy againſt them. Mankind, it is true, have always a greater 
propenſion to believe what is ſaid to the diſadvantage of their governors, 
than the contrary ; but this inclination is inſeparable from them, whether 
they have liberty or not. A whiſper may fly as quick, and be as pernicious 
as a pamphlet. Nay, it will be more pernicious, where men are not accu— 
ſtomed to think freely, or diſtinguiſh between truth and falſhood. 1 

It has alſo been found, as the experience of mankind increaſes, that the 
people are no ſuch dangerous monſter as they have been repreſented, and that 
it is in every reſpect better to guide them, like rational creatures, than to 
lead or drive them like brute beaſts. Before the united provinces ſet the 


example, toleration was deemed incompatible with good government; and 


it was thought impoſſible, that a number of religious ſects ſhould live in 
harmony and peace, and have all of them an equal affection to their common 
country, civil Liberty; and tho' this liberty ſeems to occaſion ſome ſmall fer- 
ment at preſent, it has not as yet produced any pernicious effects; and it is 
to be hoped, that men, being every day more accuſtomed to the free diſcuſ- 
ſion of public affairs, will improve in the judgment of them, and be with 
greater difficulty ſeduced by every idle rumour and popular clamour. | 

It is a very comfortable reflection to the lovers of Liberty, that this pe- 
cular privilege of Britain 1s of a kind that cannot eaſily be wreſted from us, 
but muſt laſt as long as our government remains, in any degree, free and 
independent. It is ſeldom, that Liberty of any kind is loſt all at once. 
Slavery has fo frightful an aſpect to men accuſtomed to freedom, that it muſt 
ſteal upon them by degrees, and muſt diſguiſe itſelf m a thouſand ſhapes, 
in order to be received. But if the Liberty of the Preſs ever be loſt, it 
muſt be loſt at once. The general laws againſt ſedition and libelling are 
at preſent as ſtrong as they can poſſibly be made. Nothing can impoſe a 
farther reſtraint, but either the clapping of an imprimatur upon the Prels, 
or the giving to the court very large diſcretionary powers to puniſh what- 
ever diſpleaſes them. But theſe conceſſions would be ſuch a barefaced viola- 
tion of Liberty, that they will, probably, be the laſt effort of a deſpotic go- 
vernment. We may conclude, that the Liberty of Britain, is gone tor ever 
when theſe attempts ſhall ſucceed. — — — 
858 From 
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Fram the New London Gazette, Sept. 20. 1765. 
| To the PRINTERS. 


UCH has: been ſaid, in Great Britain and America, reſy becing the 
M Stamp Act, and duties for America, ſoon (if not . prevented, 
e place amongſt us: And ſomething has been done, by the American 
vernments ; to avert this calamity (the, heavieſt we ever felt from any earth- 
＋ power ;) but far from enough; conſidering the nature and aſpects of it. 
1. it is perpetual - and ſtrikes at our moſt important civil liberties : * Such 
. as our rights of being taxed by our own repreſentatives, and of trial by 
% our own Peers, ”---with others. And eſpecially, as it will likely be fol- 
lowed with other taxes, yet more heavy and ruinous— (for what bounds can 
you ſet to the covetous and ambitious deſires of a graſping miniſtry, when- 
loever they ſhall be in power). And if the ſcribbin g zealous advocates for 
theſe meaſures, can have their will, the ruin of our liberties and properties 


will be compleated in the moſt ſhocking manner, by a military force, ſent 


over and impoſed upon us, to force us to a ſlaviſn non-refiſtence and paſſive 
obedience, and revet the chains of ſlavery upon us for ever. 

It is a ſerious and very affecting ſubject ; and fills the minds of the moſt 
ſenſible people throughout America, with great conſternation; far greater 
than the Canada French ever did, in our fierceſt wars: as that was like to be 
a ſhort conflict; but this like to be irrecoverable ruin, in our moſt valuable 
civil intereſts, to the lateſt generations. 

Perhaps it may be ſeaſonable to offer ſome tho'ts tending to evince the 
propriety, and importance of an union of the American governments in 2 
general congreſs ; according to the propoſal of the late Boſton aſſembly, to 
come into ſome united meaſures (if poſſible) to prevent the impending evils 
which threaten us; and the rather, as CIVIS “ ſeems to think it ſufficient 
for our general aſſembly only to determine for themſelves, & their conſti- 
tuents, without other meaſures, and poſſibly ſome others may be of his 
opinion. 

f would therefore (1ſt) inquire into the evils apprehended from the late 


meaſures of the Britiſh miniſtry. 2dly, What Britiſh ſubjects in America 


may do, and what, hkely, they will do. zuly, What the governments have 
done ; may, and we humbly conceive, would do well to do further. Laſtly, 
Conclude with ſome advices to my dear countrymen. 
I will it inquire into the evils apprehended from the late meaſures of the 
Britiſh miniſtry. If there be no evils apprehended, and to be feared, from 
their meaſures ; then no congreſs is needful.---But very unhappy for us, their 
meaſures (however intended) we think have been chiefly calculated to hurt 
us exceedingly : and in the end to hurt the ſubjects in Britain alſo. 
It is needleſs to ſay, the late act of trade is — and impoveriſh- 
ing---Lays a very unequal burthen on Americans---and threatens the ruin 
of our trade. "Tis already ſeverely felt. But this Stamp Act affects us much 
more nearly, and the conſequences are likely to be far more fatal, than the 
other would have been. 

At firſt view---Is it not a dead weight upon learning ?---Is it not a heavy 
burthen, and embarraſſment upon all buſineſs ?---Are not the number of 
win charg d, the ſeverity of its penalties ; ; and theſe to be adjudged by 4 


A writer in the  New-Haven Gazette, who ſets forth the arguments Fl 
the miniſtry, which _ be noted in their place, TI" 
Court 
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Court of Admiralty, contrary to the conſtant and immemorable uſage of our 
nation, and this land, abſolutely ſhocking ? And which is the worlt part— 
Does it not ſubvert our moſt important Civil Liberties ? Such as—Firſt, 
--A right to tax ourſelves, by our repreſentatives ; which we eſteem a funda- 
mental birth-right-privilege. | | | 
It is well known, by common law, this is the birth right of Engliſhmen 
---and has been confirmed by acts of parliament, and ſealed with the blood, 
of thouſands In ſhort, if we have not this right, we have no property: 
Nothing to have and hold, which we can call our own. But if, purſuant to 
the power exerted in this act, we may be taxed at pleaſure, by the will of 
others, without bounds or limitations; and without conſent or repreſenta - 
tion; this birth-right-privilege is at an end with us. How have we it in A- 
merica, more than the ſlaves in Turkey ? | 

To pretend we are Virtually repreſented by the members of parliament; 
is ſuch a weak flimſy argument, as deſerves no anſwer. Pray by what mem 
bers? Is it thoſe choſen by the city of London, or any other city, Shire or 
Borough ? For we know not to whom to apply as our repreſentatives. The 
particular members choſen by and for any Borough or Shire, can fay, they 
are the repreſentatives of ſuch Borough or Shire (tho' all are not qualified, 
& do not vote in their election) becauſe choſen by the freemen of ſuch Shire; 
who, by conftitution, act for the whole. But it is otherwife as to the 
Americans. Who of the members can fay, I am the repreſentative of the 
Americans; without the conſent or vote of a ſingle American ?---And if 
no one can ſay it, the right is in no one, and conſequently not in the whole. 
Five hundred noughts, can never make an unit. | g 

. How are we repreſented by any member of parliament, more than by 

the King?--Or how is our cafe (in point of repreſentation) better than if- 
this Act was impoſed on us by Royal Prerogatrive only; which all allow to 
be Uuconſtituttonal. | | | 

'Tis ridiculous to common ſenſe, that two millions of free people can be 
- repreſented by a repreſentative. who is elected by no one of them. Or that 
Americans have, or can have, a repreſentation is parhament, in fact. 

Another fundamental of Britiſh liberty, is that of trial by our own Peers 
Jurymen, after the manner of England. If there be any privilege in the 
common law it is this. If any in Magna Charta, ſecure and ſacred to the 
ſubject ; it is this right of trial by our own Peers. | 

It was one thing immediately m conteſt, in the baron war, which thoſe 
ſenſible noble patrons of liberty aſſerted to. be their right; for which they 


aſſociated and fought, and which they would and did have ſecured, as an 


indefeaſible inheritance to themſelves, and poſterity for ever.—No privilege, 
I think, is oftener tepeated in Magna Charta. Tis expreſs ; © An Earl and 
* a Baron ſhall not be amerc'd, but by their Peers; and according to the 
* manner of the offence. And again, no freemen ſhall be taken, nor im- 
«« priſon'd, nor diſſeiz d, nor out-law'd, nor exil'd, nor deſtroy'd in any 
manner; nor will we paſs upon him, of condemn him, but by the lawful 
judgment of his Peers, or by the law of, the land.” —And it, was fully 
provided, as to what was paſt, where any has ſuffer'd in lands, or chattels, 
or privileges, &c. without lawful judgment of their Peers, ſuch judgments 
were annul'd, and their Tights to be reſtored ; and for the future; tis 
brought over again and again with reſpect to the Engliſh and Welch both; 
proceſſes ſhou'd be in England by the lawful judgment of their Peers, 
according to the law of England,” in Wales, by their Peers, ac- 

I © cording 
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« cording to the law of. Wales.” And tis made unalterable, like the 
laws of the Medes and Perſians. So that this invaluable charter, muſt be 
deſtroyed, before we can be deprived of this precious privilege. 'Tis expres 
in theſe lines, We will not obtain of any one for ourſelves, or for any 
* other, any thing whereby any of theſe conceſſions or of theſe liberties - 
« may be revok d or annihilated, and if any ſuch thing be obtain'd, it ſhall 
«© be null and void, nor ſhall ever be made uſe of, by ourſelves or any 
« other,” ——_—_ 

And after all this ſecurity, can any earthly power rightfully deprive us of 
this privilege ! Is not every act of this kind declared, in the charter to be ab- 
ſolutely null and void. Yet is not this ineſtimable privilege taken away 
from Americans by this act —as we are ſubject to a trial (in things relative to 
it) in a court of admiralty, or one admiralty—however unſ{kill'd, diſaffected, 
or tyrannick he may chance to be. Yea, ſubject to be tried by them, we 
know not where, nor how remote; whether in England, or America; 
wherever juriſdiction is granted; at the will and election of infamous inform- 
ers. What would a commoner and freeman in Great Britain think of this ? 
Would they not (if their own caſe) reſent it with high indignation ? And 
ſhall Americans, as freeborn and good ſubjects as they, be deemed rebels, if 
they abſolutely refuſe ſuch trials; and claim their indefeaſible birth-right-li- 
berty, to be tried by their own Peers, after” the manner of England, and of 
America likewiſe ; till this ſupriz ing att. 

[To be continued.}] 

Meſſi 'rs FLEETS, 


By giving 4 Place in your next to the following DREAM, upon a Subject, 
which engages Men's Minds very much, when they are awake, as well as 
when they are aſleep, you may perhaps gratify ſome of your Readers, 
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NE Night as I lay flumb'ring in my Bed, 
Dark images crouded into my head. 
I thought, as thro' the town I walk'd alone, 
Lat a diſtance heard a grievous moan. | 
Attention rous'd ; I then approach'd more near, 
And found a croud of PAPERS gather'd there. 
To each of them, as to the Prophet's Aſs 
A tongue was giv'n to tell his wretched caſe. 

I watch'd their mournful words, with vaſt concern, 
Hoping the cauſe, for which they met, to learn. 
They ſpoke by turns : In this they all agree, 

To plead the cauſe of Engliſh hberty ; | 
And deprecate the woe, which each one thought 
Would by the S -- A-z, ſoon on them be brought. 


Our caſe,” ſays one, grows more & more diſtreſs'd, 
None of our grievances are yet redreſs'd. 
Our ſad complaint, and humble ſupplication, 
Which to the higheſt powers of the nation 
We long ago addreſs'd, was ſoon rejected, 
* And all our pray'rs and tears were il neglected. 

The 
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The caſe of all is hard: each thinks his on 
The worſt. Then all, with many a piercing groan, 
Expoſtulate and ſay Oh !- | 
« Muſt I,' the Bond cries, * ſuffer the abuſe. 

Of being ſt--pt, when I'm of ſo much uſe 

To men of all profeſſions, rich and poor 
* Whoſe property I daily do ſecure ? 
Thoſe that are honeſt, honeſt muſt remain ; 
And he that tries to cheat, tries but in vain, 
While I exert my ſkill, the rogue to catch; 
And all his falſe diſhoneſt motions watch: 

«* Muſt I becruſh'd, and fall a facrifice 

To cruel tyr---y? Will none ariſe 

Of all my friends, to fave me from this doom 
Which will,-unleſs they interpoſe, ſoon come?“ 


7 


A 


A 


Him interrupt the Papers of the Court : 
Summons, and Writ, and all of ev'ry ſort. 
Muſt we be ſt--pt, when we ſo much have dons 
To ferve the preſent, and the ages gone? 
We've call'd the debtor to diſcharge his debt ; 
We many rogues at juſtice' bar have ſet, 
Into the L- rs hands, many a Jo 
We've ſlily put, that ſo their tongues might go. 
And can they find no tongues to plead our cauſe, 
Which does appear ſo juſt, by nature's laws ? 
If ne'er before, ſure now, without a fee, 
They'l plead ; and ſeek to gain our liberty, 
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The Probate Papers next, with many a ſigh, 
Muſt we be {t--pt?” with tender accent cry: 

We who our life and breath, fo freely ſpend, 

The fatherleſs and widow to defend, 

And dare their needy and defenceleſs ſtate, 

So boldly plead againſt the rich and great. 

Let not that cruel ſt--p deſtroy our pow'r, . 

To help the helpleſs, in the needy hour.” 

With grief and anger mix'd, Diploma now 

Starts from his ſeat, and knits his manly brow. 

« Muſt I be ſ{t--pt,' ſays he, and baſely die 

Under the oppreſſive hand of tyr---y ? 

When I have bent my utmoſt {kill and knowledge, 
To ferve the cauſe of learning and the College. 
Will all the men of ſcience, me neglect, 
When I do them fo carefully : 
From thoſe indignities, which vulgar men 

« Would otherwiſe be bold to caſt on them ? 
When] their education tell around, 

* And cauſe their reputation to abound, 

shall I no pnvilege hereby obtain, 
But cry, to thoſe I've ſerv d, for help in van? 
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The Licence Paper next, with ruddy face 
No longer can in ſilence keep his place; 
But cries, with ſpirits high, ànd- blood inflam d. 
© Think I'll be ſt-pt ! I'll ſooner much be d—d. 
For ages paſt, I've fill'd the gen'rous bowl, 
And pour'd ſeraphic pleaſures on the ſoul 
* Of old and young, the ſtateſman and the prieſt; 
And lull'd their troubled minds to quiet reſt. 
I've rais'd their drooping ſpirits, when ſunk low, 
And diſſipated all their grief and woe. | 
But with unquenched thirſt they all ſhall pine, 
If they won't pity ſuch a caſe as mine.” 


The Paper which retails the weekly news, 
Seems alſo bent the St--p A-t to refuſe : 
And cries, oh hard indeed muſt my fate be, 
If from the D—T's foot I mayn't be free, f 
To bear the D—/'s Tail's * enough for me. 
Who of you all has ſhewn a readier mind, 
At once to pleaſe and profit all mankind ? 
I travel far and near ; the world I 
And carry with me, all that's new and ſtrange. 
Advices of importance, I convey ; 
As well as merry tales, to 21 the gay. 
Muſt I burden'd by this cruel St--p, 
Which will my ſpeed, & progreſs greatly cramp ?* 
He ſigh'd, and ſaid no more. Next him aroſe 
The Almanach, the St--p A-t to oppoſe: 
And ſays, with heavy heart, and downcaſt look, 
As though, by all his friends, he'd been forſook. 
* I tho't I'd friends enough, to keep me free, 
From being hurt by this calamity, 
Both men and women, I have ſought to win, 
And all my days, a humble Caurtier been. 
I always dreſs d me new, from year to year, 
That I the mare engaging might appear. 
I try'd, by turns, as Trimmers do, to pleaſe 
Both rich and poor, and men of. all degrees. 
I talk'd about the Stars, and future ſcenes ; 
J us'd a myſtic ſtyle, and told my Dreams. 
By ſigns infallible, I pointed out | 
Thoſe days, which great events would bring about. 
* But yet ſometimes, I dar'd not be exact; 
For fear ſome jealous people ſhould ſuſpect 
I us'd diſhoneſt arts; and was ſo evil 
As, in dark caſes, to conſult the DI. 
I'm ſure my faults, which have been very few, 
Can't be the cauſe of what I undergo. 
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I beg for help, which if deny'd, I fear 
I cannot hve to ſee another year.” 


The other Papers told their piteous caſe, 
But with ſuch heart- felt anguiſh and diſtreſs, 
As render'd inarticulate their voice; 3 
All T heard more, was a hoarſe murm'ring noiſe. 


A few beſides myſelf, I tho't drew near; 

The wretched Papers dying groans to hear. 
And all ſeem'd touch'd with ſympathetic grief; 

And to each other ſaid ; can no relief, | 
At all be found? come let us all unite, 

To ſhow the Paper's caſe, in a true light | 
© To all their friends, (for many friends they have} 
Perhaps tis not too late, their lives to fave.” 


Their wretched caſe, was ſoon abroad declar'd ; 
Which none could help but pity, when he heard. 
And deep reſentment, firſt by few expreſt, 

Againſt the St--p A-t, catch'd from breaſt to breaſt : 
Till all did burn, with one increaſing flame, 
The ſame were all their hearts ; their voice the ſame. 


The KING and PerfGent vouchſaf d to hear 
The force of reaſon, and the ardent pray'r 

Of thoſe who join'd to plead the Papers cauſe : 

And eas'd their Burden ; and repeal'd thoſe Laws 
Which were ſo grievous. —Oh what ſudden joy 
Fill'd all their hearts! at once they all employ 
Their tongues and pens to celebrate the fame 

of KING and Parliament: and all proclaim 

Their wiſdom, Juſtice, tenderneſs, and love 
Shewn to theſe Colonies. © May Gop above | 
« Save GEORGE our gracious King and always ſmile 
« On all the Rulers of the Britiſh iſle.” | 

I eccho'd to this pray'r, and clap'd my hands, 
Which quick diſſolv'd the ſoporific bands, 

That held my ſleeping pow'rs. I op'd mine eyes, 
And found with no ſmall wonder and ſurprize, 
The melancholly and the joyful themes | 

Which fill'd my mind, by turns, were only Dreams. 


4 Philadelphia, October 3. 


We hear that the Stamp Paper for this province is arrived in Capt. Hol- 
land, who lies at New-Caſtle under the protection of one of his Majeſty's 
floops of war. It is impoſſible to conceive the conſternation this melancholy 
news has diffuſed thro this city - Rage, reſentment and grief appeared 
painted in every countenance, and the mournful language of one and all our 
inhabitants ſeems to be farewell, farewell liberty America, America doom- 
ed by a premature ſentence to ſlavery l- -Was it thy loyalty---thy * obe- 
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dience---thy exhauſted treaſures---and the rivets of blood ſhed by thy ſons 
in 8 the glory of the Britiſh” arms, provoked thy mother-countr 
thus unj to —44 thee in diſtreſs, by tearing from thee the darling 
1 ** thy children ?---- or was it the perfidy ?---- but I cannot pro- 
ceed----tears of vexation and ſorrow ſtop my pen----O my country, my 
country !---- 

At a meeting of the Lawyers at the Supreme Court at Perth-Amboy, on 
the 2oth ult. like true born ſons of liberty, and lovers of their country, the 
Chief Juſtice having propoſed the following Queries, agreed and came into 
the under- mentioned Refo/ves, which will always redound to their honor. 

Firſt. Whether if the Stamps ſhould arrive, and be placed at the city 
of Burlington, by or after the firſt of November, they would as practition- 
ers, agree to purchaſe them, or any of them, for the neceſſary procotings 
in law ? 

Reſolved, by the whole body, N. C. they would xor, but emer ſuffer 
their private intereſt to give way to the poke good, 8 at the ſame 
time againſt all indecent and riotous behaviour, which they will diſcounte- 
nance by every means in their power to preſerve order, and by an abſolute 
refuſal to ma A uſe of the Stamps, and other quiet methods endeavour to 
obtain a repeal of the law. 

Second. Whether it was their opinion, that ſhould the act take Place the 
duties could poſſibly be paid in gold and filver? _ 

Anſwered by the whole body, It could not be paid in gold and filver 
even for one year. 

Third. Their opinion was deſired, whether, as the act required the Go- 
vernor and Chief Juſtice to ſuperintend the diſtributor, he ſhould be obliged 
to take charge of the diſtribution of the Stamps by order and appointment 
of the governor, 2 he ſhould think proper to fix upon him for that office. 

Anſwered and adviſed not take it upon him, the Governor not being im 
powered by the act to appoint, or if he was, it was left to the Chief Jultice's 8 
option, & that ĩt would be incompatible with his office as Jullce. 


N E Ui - Þ 'D R K. Octo. 

The Commiſſioners from ſeveral Colonies for holding the general Congreſs 
here, on the common and moſt important Intereſt of America, -at this a- 
larming Juncture, are come to Town, and the reſt daily expected: We 
hear they have already begun their Conferences, which it is ſuppoſed will be 
continued a ſufficient Time to anſwer the Purpoſes of their Appointment. - 

The Stamp Papers for this Govern ment are not yet arrived — ere. 


— — 


EXTRACTS from the Boſton Gazette and Country Journal of 
Monday, October 21, 1705. 


A Word of Advice. 
My CounTRYMEN, | 
OU need not doubt of the ſincerity of m f my concern for you, if you re- 
flect that my intereſt is cloſely connected with yours. My Love of 


ih province 1s what puts me on A you my — on your prafent 
ſituation. 


It is a common opinion here that Britiſh Subjedts .are Britiſh Subjects, by 
which you mean that thoſe of them that live in America are entitled to the 


ſame 


b 
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ſame eſſential privileges as they that live in Britain. Vain imagination! Be 
not deceived. Inſtead of looking upon yourſelves merely as ſubjects of the 
K. of Great Britain, you ſhould remember that you are /ubje&s of the ſub- 


jets of that monarch. A former Gov. of New England, dir Edmond An- 


dros, told the people, that zbey muſt not think their Privileges would follow 
them to the ends of the earth, And the maxim is as true at this day as it 
was then. When your forefathers were driven out of their native land, their 
privileges were not ſent along with them to America, but tarried behind at 
IWeſtminjter. For what can be plainer, than that thoſe that ſtay at home have 
a right to command the property of thoſe that go abroad? or, v/hich comes to 
the ſame, that thoſe who go abroad have no property at all? And as this 
rizhe remains maiſputable among them, fo they want not means to vindicate it. 
] hey can pour in upon you torrents of Britiſh eloquence, and ſend you ora- 
tors of various kinds to diſplay it, —governors, guada coſtas, caſtom houſe 
officers, judges of admiralty, ſtamp men, &c. &. &c. and what cogent argu- 
ments tuch gentlemen can make uſe of, you know pretty well already. Or 
if theſe ſhould tail, perhaps, as French faſhions are all the taſte at preſent, 
the genteel mode of DR AGooONING, which has been fo ſucceſsfully employed 
in France for the converſion of proteſtants, / Horreſco referens may be in- 
troduced here, to convince you that wo man ought to buy or ſell, ſave he that 
hath the MAR K of the Beaſt. | 
The coloniſts object, that they are not repreſented in P — t. In an- 
ſwer to this they have been told, that tho' they are not actually, yet they are 
virtually repreſented there. If they are but repreſented, what ſigniſies it whe- 
ther it be a&ually, or not afually ? It has alſo been objected, that not only 
the Ons of G. B. have laid a tax on the colonies, but have empow- 
ered the lords commiſſioners of the treaſury to tax them farther- at pleaſure. 
But you muſt underſtand the matter right. Theſe commiſſioners are not 
empowered to raiſe the price of the /tamp t/elf, tho' they are indeed empow 
ered to raiſe the | wg of the famp'd paper, &c. from time to time. But if 
they were, it is the opinion ot many ſenſible people that the privileges of the 
colonies might be as ſafe in the hands of their 1 ps, or the worſhipful 
company of Spitalfield weavers, or ——, as with a m 1 H. of C. 
Thus I have endeavoured, my countrymen, to repreſent matters to you in 
2 true light, and upon the whole, what better advice can I give you than 
not to flounce at the abject ſituation ? Rather hug the chains which you 
cannot throw off, and then you may hope for peaceable times. It was the wiſe 
obſervation of an EXCELLENT ſpeech-maker to a great aſſembly, that 75z/e 
regulations, from their novelty only, appear tiſagreeable. Very true. When 
your neck has been accuſtomed to the yoke, it will not feel fo galling; when 
your backs are grown callous by reiterated flagellation, the whip will make 
but little impreſſion. When the peſtilent news papers are moſt of them ſup- 
preſt, and the few that remain are either under a proper influence or made ſo 
dear that few will take them, troubleſome men will no longer be able to in- 
fuſe jealouſies into the minds of the people, and then it may be expected 
the ſtorm will ſettle into a dead calm. Your ancient privileges will then be 
forgat : and you will be in the fame profound tranquility of mind, as is 
enjoyed by the preſent inhabitants of Greece and Italy, under a Turkiſh and 
Popiſh government. So different from the turbulent ſpirit of liberty which 
formerly kept thoſe countries in a flame, and having nothing you can call 
your own, and therefore nothing worth being concern'd about, your whole 
attention may be directed to increaſe the opulence of your »„ Eres ; 
| WT a mother 
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x mother who never, never treated you with the leaſt ſeverity——but when) 


ſhe-thought ſhe could get ſomething by it : and then what buſineſs have you 


to complain? You have been told by great authority, that a repecſſul ſubmi/- 
fron is your intereſt as well as your duty. And ſo it is with your brother Ame- 
ricans, the black inhabitants of the Weſt India Iflands. Their pur v it cer- 
tainly is to ſubmit to all the impoſitions of their maſters; for we know they 
were created for no other end but, with the ſweat of their brow, to fupport 
them in luxury and grandeur, and it is as plainly their iNTEREST, to * 
fifty laſhes without muttering, for fear of having a hundred. 


I am your ſincere Well wiſher 
AMERICANUS. 


| Marthurs Vineyard, Meſhures Eates & Kill. 
1 Supoſe poor Intians ma rite in yure papur as wel as crate fokes, an tel 


rite agin, but nou I cant help it] pleſs God I can rite and reat tu a littel— 


I no more of liperty nou then efer I did, ſence the Tamp Ax has bin on 


the carpet Ive ſean all yure papurs pout it a crate wile, and I like um ferre 


vel, eccep ſum Ippiſſels that our 5 * ſas one Peter Haykins rit, wich I 


dont like one crane : the ſqire ſais this Peter is a verre crate man, (I ſupoſe 
like crate wale) lives near Poſtun, and moſs effery poddy is frait to tel him 
of his falts, tho' effery poddy fees he hes more then enny Peter Haykins ever 


ad pefore him—Our ſqire is verre cood ſenſabil man, vil fite for liperty 
wen pepel cums to take it way; he an I tu fit tuice unter Chenral W—— 
at Secnecto an the Lake; an if the Chenral wont fite for us an liperty nou 


he is in politikal way, Ile tel him necks time I fee him—T hope he wont let 


crate fokes lead him Chenral (as tha du ſum uthers) an liperty away, an ſo 


fite ginſt Poſtun fokes hoo is fiteing for us al :——Aſs tu Peter Haykins, I 
wont be, fraid, but vil tel him wat pepel hear fas of him. | 


Pręface- 


Wen Peter did furſt cum to Poſtun effery pody did like him a littel, tho 


tha did here bout flag truce ware he cum from, an he cot crate deel of 
munny, and fine farms, wich he nefer ad pefore: Put pepel found the 
more he ad, the more hunkery he was for more; an wen he ad cot al the 
munny and lans he cood, then he cockeld em out of thare ſhugar an laſſes 
tu; and now he hes cot al the marro he is for fliging way the bone. 

Fiurſt then, Tha fa Peter is tu hi in the hinſtup crate deel, (that I bleve's 
tru) an is very ridged in his politikal and not cathlik in is relidgus prinſipels, 
dont love honeſt fokes cood deel, and tha dont lik him Vel den, 

Secundle, He thinks he hes got al ſence, an uther fokes no ſence but non- 
ſence, (tho I dont bleve ary one) Agane, he trives matturs tu fur crate deel 
in Chenral Coart, and dont love Poſtun fokes there one crain, caus tha tauk 
ſtrait: I bleve he wud du ferry vel to live neer Ole Geruſtum, for this 
climate he fines tu cold for his conſtuſhun'; tho I think if he ſtais hear much 


longur he vil find it mutch hottur, becauſe tha are clearin the woods moor 


an moor everry day (thats cood ſtroke Jacob) | 
Thurdle, Peter is verry pad Alminick maker, an ſees the Starrs parſhully, 
(an I bleve its caus he {ſtudded Stronome in Star Champer) He tels tredful 


times vil be fuſt of Nofember : But Toctur Ames ſais the fuſt of Nofember 


(in is Alminick) is All Saints, an leſs Silk & Lace, more Wool and Flax ;” 


+: 


publik wen tha are like to luſe thare corn and ſyter to pay ſtamps—You ma 
rememper I rite in yure papur fore nou, (and rite tru tu) I thot I wou't nefer 
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an the laſt of Nofember, he ſas “ ſomething threatens our Liberty! St. 
ANDR.” Vel then, nou if all ſaints this month, then no devels—and I 
pes—vel ſo much for thurdle. 10 iz | 

Forthle, He feels big like crate deſart mountain, ſas he tands ſtrong, (tho 
I dont bleve him) this makes crate little fokes frait of him tu much: Vel 
then, Peter, take Intians atvice, if you wont take uther fokes, du only yure 
one biſnes—and let uther fokes du thares, then He ſay yure cood Peter 
Haykins.—— Now Jacob fas, Let Intians an wite pepel be al of a mine, 
from the crate rifor Miſſeſippe to the plaſe ware tha catch crate fiſh—al love 
an peas amung um like Pruthers—no pope—no 'divel—no | mob—no 
TAMPS. lhe crate coart mus be al won mine an hart, for liberty; 
an take crate care of the famus fiſharman Peter Haykins, boo ſumtimies 
hook crate menny little fiſh, wen tha be hun fr bate. I no crate 
Tempel hoo is a ferry cood man, and loves al .cood pepel, vil pe petter 
crate deel then Peter 1s. I hope thare vil be no ſuch fools in Sm or 
Md, as to take Famps, if tha du, Ile rite agin——1f al be 
ſtidde like crate Oke Tree tand trong agins all tamps our crate and good 


king Chorge vil love us, and peal the Tamp ax, and remove al the care 


croſe, ſcreach ouls, an vultures, to thoſe regans that will ſute their con- 
ſtuſhon petter then this. Aman. JACOB. 


Continuation of the Piece in our Paper of the zoth of September laſt. 


E have been afraid to think.—We have felt a reluctance to examin- 

| ing into the grounds of our privileges, and the extent in which we 
have an indiſputable right to demand them againſt, all: the power and autho- 
rity, on earth. And many who have not ſcrupled to examine for themſelvcs, 
have yet for certain prudent reaſons been cautious, and diffident of declar- 
ing the reſult of their enquines. 5 If 
The cauſe of this timidity is perhaps hereditary and to be traced back in 
hiſtory, as far as the cruel treatment the firſt ſettlers of this country re- 
ceived, before their embarkation for America, from the government at 
Home.—Every body knows how dangerous it was to ſpeak or write in fa- 
vour of any thing in thoſe days, but the triumphant ſyſtem. of religion and 
politicks.—And our fathers, were particularly, the objects of the perſecu- 
tions and proſcriptions of the times.—It is not unlikely therefore, that al- 
though they were inflexibly ſteady in refuſing their poſitive aſſent to any 
thing againſt their principles, they might have contracted habits of reſerve; 
and a cautious diffidence of aſſerting their opinions publickly.—Theſe habits 
they probably brought with them to America, and have tranſmitted down to 
ns.—Or, we may poſſibly account for this appearance, by the great affec- 
tion and veneration, Americans have always entertained for the country-from 
whence they ſprang—or by the quiet temper for which they have -been re- 
markable, no country having been leſs diſpoſed to diſcontent than this or 
by a ſenſe they have, that it is their duty to acquicſe, under the adminiftra- 
tion of government, even when in many ſmaller matters gravaminous to 
them, and until the eſſentials of the great compact arc deftroy'd or invaded. 
— Theſe peculiar cauſes might operate upon them ; but without theſe we all 


know, that human nature itſelf, from indolence, modeſty, humanity or 


fear, has always too much reluctance to a ' manly aſſertion of its rights. 
Hence perhaps gt has happened that nine tenths of the ſpecies, art groaning 


and gaſping in miſery. & ſervitude. _ 


a 
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But whatever the cauſe has been, the fact is certain, we have been exceſ- 
 fively cautious of giving offence by complaining of . grievances. —And it is 
as certain, that American governors, and their friends and all the crown of- 
ficers have avail'd themſelves of this diſpoſition, in the people.—They have 
prevailed on us to conſent to many things, which were grofly injurious to 
us, and to ſurrender many others with voluntary tameneſs, to which we had 
the cleareſt right. Have we not been treated formerly, with abominable inſo- 
lence, by officers of the navy ?—I mean no inſinuation againſt any gentleman 
now on this ſtation, having heard no complaint of any one of them to his diſ- 
honor. —Have not ſome generals, from England, treated us like ſervants, nay 
more like ſlaves than like Britons ?—Have we not been under the moſt igno- 
minious contribution, the moſt abject ſubmiſſion, the moſt ſupercilious in- 
ſults of ſome cuſtom houſe officers ? Have we not been trifled with, brow- 
beaten, and trampled on, by former gavernors, in a manner which no 
king of England fince. James the ſecond has dared to indulge towards his 
ſubjects ? Have we not raiſed up, one family, in them placed an unlimitted 
confidence, and been ſoothed and flattered and intimidated by their influ- 
ence, into a great part of this infamous tameneſs and ſubmiſſion ?— —— 
<«« Theſe are ſerious and alarming queſtions, and deſerve a diſpaſſionate con- 
ſideration.””— E 5 

This diſpoſition has been the great wheel and the mainſpring in the ma- 
chine of court politicks We have been told that the word « Rights” is an 
offenſive expreſſion. That the King his miniſtry and parliament will not 
endure to hear Americans talk of their Rights.” That Britain is the 
mother and we the children, that a filial duty. and ſubmiſſion is due 
from us to her, and that we ought to doubt our own judgment, and 
preſume that ſhe is right, even when ſhe ſeems to us to ſhake the founda- 
tions of government.” That Britain is. immenſely rich and great and 


powerful, has fleets and armies at her command, which have been the 


dread and terror of the univerſe, and that ſhe will force her own judgment 
into execution, right or wrong.” But let me intreat you Sir to pauſe and 
conſider Do you conſider your ſelf as a miſſionary of loyalty or of rebel- 
lion? Are you not repreſenting your King his miniſtry and parliament as 
tyrants, imperious, unrelenting tyrants by ſuch reaſoning as this ?—Is not 
this repreſenting your moſt gracious ſovereign, as endeavouring to deſtroy 
the foundations of his own throne ?—Are you not putting language into 


the royal mouth, which if fairly purſued will ſhew him to have no right to 


the crown on his own ſacred head? Are you not repreſenting every member 
of parliament as renouncing the tranſactions at Runningmede, and as re- 
pealing in effect the bill of rights, when the Lords and Commons aſſerted 
and vindicated the rights of the people & their own rights, and inſiſted on 
the King's aſſent to that aſſertion and vindication? Do you not repreſent 
them as forgetting that the prince of Orange, was created King William 
by the People, on purpoſe that their rights might be eternal and inviolable ? 
Als there not ſomething extremely fallacious, in the common- place images 
of mother country and children colonies? Are we the children of Great 
Britain, any more than the cities of London, Exeter and Bath? Are we 
not brethren and fellow ſubjects, with thoſe in Britain, only under a ſome- 
what different method of legiſlation, and a totally different method of taxa- 
tion ?. But admitting we are children; have not children a right to complain 
when their parents are attempting to break their limbs, to adminiſter poiſon, 


or to ſell them to enemies for ſlaves? Let me intreat you to conſider, will the 
mother, 
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mother, be pleaſed, when you repreſent her as deaf to the cries of her. chil- 
dren ? When you compare her to the infamous miſcreant, who lately ſtocd 
on the gallows for ſtarving her child? When you reſemble her to Lady Mac- 
beth in Shakeſpear, (I cannot think of it without horror) 


| Who «© had given ſuck, and knew” 
«« How tender 'twas to love the Babe that milk'd her.” 
But yet, who could 
«« Even while 'twas ſmiling in her Face, 
Have pluck'd her Nipple from the boneleſs Gums, 
« And daſh'd the Brains out.” 


Leet us baniſh forever from our minds, my countrymen, all ſach unwor- 
thy ideas of the King, his miniſtry and parliament. Let us not ſuppoſe, 
that all are become luxurious effeminate and unreaſonable, on the other ſide 
the water, as many deſigning perſons would infinuate. Let us preſume, what 
is in fact true, that the ſpirit of liberty, is as ardent as ever among the body 
of the nation, though a few ink wl may be corrupted. Let us take it 
for granted, that the jame great ſpirit, which once gave Cæſar ſo warm a recep- 
tion; which denounced hoſtilities againſt John till Magna Charta was ſigned ; 
which ſevered the head of Charles the firſt from his body, and drove James 
the ſecond from his kingdom; the ſame great ſpirit (may heaven preſerve it 
till the earth ſhall be no more) which firſt ſeated the great grand father of 
his preſent moſt gracious Majeſty, on the throne of Britain, is ſtill alive and 
active and warm in England; and that the ſame ſpirit in America, inſtead of 
provoking the inhabitants of that country, will endear us to them for ever 
and ſecure their good will. 
This ſpirit however without knowledge, would be little better than a bru- 
tal rage—Let us tenderly and kindly cheriſh therefore the means of know- 
ledge. Let us dare to read, think, ſpeak and write. Let every order and 
degree among the people rouſe their attention and animate their reſolution. 
—Let them all become attentive to the grounds and principles of govern- 
ment, eccleſiaſtical and civil. —Let us ſtudy the law of nature; ſearch into 
the ſpirit of the Britiſh conſtitution ; read the hiſtories of ancient ages ; con- 
template the great examples of Greece and Rome; ſet before us, the conduct 
of our own Britiſh anceſtors, who have defended for us, the inherent rights 
of mankind, againſt foreign and domeſtic tyrants and uſurpers, againſt arbi- 
trary kings and cruel prieſts, in ſhort againſt the gates of earth and hell. 
Let us read and recollect and impreſs upon our fouls the views and ends, 
of our own more immediate forefathers, in exchanging their native country 
for a dreary, inhoſpitable wilderneſs. Let us examine into the nature of that 
power and the cruelty of that oppreſſion which drove them from their homes. 
Recollect their amazing fortitude, their bitter ſufferings ! the hunger, the na- 
kedneſs the cold, which they patiently endured : The ſevere labours of clear- 
ing their grounds, building their houſes, raiſing their proviſions amidſt dan- 
gers from wild beaſts and ſavage men, before they had time or money or 
materials for commerce! Recollect the civil and religious principles and hopes 
and expectations, which conſtantly ſupported and carried them through all 
hardſhips, with patience and reſignation ! Let us recollect it was liberty! 
The hope of liberty for themſelves and us and ours, which conquered all 
diſcouragements, dangers and trials In ſuch refearches as theſe let us all 
in our ſeveral departments chearfully engage! But eſpecially the proper pa- 
trons and ſupporters of law, learning & religion. " 
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Det the pulpit reſound with the doctrines and ſentiments of religious 
überty. Let us hear the danger of thraldom to our conſciences, from igno- 
rance; extream poverty and dependance, in ſhort from civil and political ſla- 


very.—Let us ſee delineated before us the true map of man. Let us hear 


the dignity of his nature, and the noble rank he holds among the works of 
God ! that conſenting to ſlavery is a ſacriligious breach of truſt, as offen- 


ſive in the ſight of God, as it is derogatory from our-own honor or intereſt 


or happineſs ; and that God almighty has promulgated from heaven, liberty, 
peace, and good- will to man |!—— _ | | 

Let the Bar proclaim, ** the laws, the rights, the generous plan of power”, 
delivered down from remote antiquity ; inform the world of the mighty 


ſtruggles, and numberleſs ſacrifices, made by our anceſtors, in defence of 


freedom. Let it be known, that Britiſh liberties are not the grants of princes 


or parliaments, but original rights, conditions of original contracts, coequal 
with prerogative & co-eval with government—That many of our rights are 
inheretit and eſſential, agreed on as maxims and eſtabliſh'd as preliminaries, 
even before a parliament exiſted. —Let them ſearch for the foundations of 
Britiſh faws and government in the frame of human nature, in the conſtitu- 
tion of the intellectual and moral world. There let us ſee, that truth, li- 
berty, juſtice and benevolence, are its everlaſting. baſis; and if theſe could 
be removed, the ſuperſtructure is overthrown of courſe. — | 
Let the colleges join their harmony, in the ſame delightful concert. 
Let every declamation turn upon the beauty of liberty and virtue, and the 
deformity, turpitude and malignity of flavery and vice. Let the public diſ- 
putations become reſearches into the grounds and nature and ends of go- 
vernment, and the means of preſerving the good and demoliſhing the evil. 
—Let the dialogues and all the exerciſes, become the inſtruments of impreſſ- 
ing on the tender mind, and of ſpreading and diſtributing, far and wide, the 
ideas of right and the ſenſations of freedom, 


In a word, let every ſluice of knowledge be open'd and ſet a flowing. The 


encroachments upon liberty, in the reigns of the firſt James and the firſt 
Charles, by turning the general attention of learned men to government, are 
ſaid to have produced the greateſt number of conſummate ſtateſmen, which 
has ever been ſeen in any age, or nation. Your Clarendons, Southamptons, 
Seldens, Hampdens, Faulklands, Sidneys, Locks, Harringtons, are all faid to 
have owed their eminence in political knowledge, to the tyrannies of thoſe 
reigns. The proſpect, now before us, in America, ought in the ſame man- 
ner to engage the attention of every man of learning to matters of power 
and of right, that we may neither be led nor driven blindfo1.'} to irretrievable 
deſtruction. —Nothing leſs than this ſeems to have been nu ':c4-a for us, by 
ſomebody or other in Great- Britain. There ſeems to be a direct aud formal de- 
ſign on foot, to enſlave all America.—This however muſt be done by degrees 
he firſt ſtep that is intended ſeems to be an entire ſubverſion of the whole 
| ſyſtem of our Fathers, by an introduction of the cannon and feudal law, into 
America.—The cannon and feudal ſyſtems tho' greatly mutilated in England, 
are not yet deſtroy'd. Like the temples and palaces, in which the great con- 
trivers of them, once worſhip'd and inhabited, they exiſt in ruins ; and much 
of the domineering ſpirit of them ſtill remains. —The deſigns and labours of 
a certain ſociety, to introduce the former of them into America, have been 
well expoſed to the public by a writer of great abilities, and the further at- 
tempts to the ſame purpoſe that may be made by that ſociety, or by the 


It 


miniſtry or parliament, I leave to the conjectures of the thoughtful. ——But - 
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it ſeems very manifeſt from the 8—p A—t itſelf, that a deſign is form'd to 
ſtrip us in a great meaſure of the means of knowledge, by loading the Preſs,” 
the Colleges, and even an Almanack and a News-Paper, with reſtraints; and 
duties; and to introduce the mequalities and dependances of the feudal ſyſtem, 
by taking from the poorer ſort gf people all their little ſubſiſtance, and con- 
ferring it on a ſet of ſtamp' officers, diſtributors and their deputies. —But. I 
muſt proceed no further at preſent.— The ſequel, whenever I ſhall find health 
and leiſure to purſue it, will be a “ diſquiſition of the policy of. the ſtamp 
act. In the mean time however let me add, Theſe are not the vapours of a 
melancholly mind, nor the effuſions of envy, diſappointed ambition, fior of a 
ſpirit of oppoſition to government : but the emanations of an heart that burns, 
or its country's we fare. No one of any feeling, born and educated in this 
once happy country, can conſider the numerous diſtreſſes, the groſs mdignities 
the barbarous 1gnorance, the haughty uſurpations, that we have reaſon to fear 
are meditating for ourſelves, our children, our neighbours, in ſhort for all our 
countrymen and all their poſterity, without the utmoſt agonies of heart, and 
many tears.—- ee | 


KK October 21. 


At a legal Meeting of the Freebolders and other Inhabitants of the Town of 
CAMBRIDGE, his 14th of October, 1705. the Hon. WiLLiamM BRAT= 
TLE, Ei; choſen Moderator, | 


VOTED, HAT (with all Humility) it is the Opinion of the Town, 
that the Inhabitants of this Province have a legal Claim to 
all the natural, - inherent, conſtitutional Rights of Engliſhmen, notwith- 
ſtanding their great Diſtance from Great Britain That the Stamp-Act is an 
Infraction upon theſe Rights one Inſtance in our Opinion, among many, 
15 as follows :— | . | 
The Diſtributor of the Stamps, or Mr. INFORMER, have a Sovereign- 
ty over every Thing but the Lives of the People, ſince it is in their Power 
to ſummon every one they pleaſe to Quebec, Montreal or Newfoundland, to 
anſwer for the pretended or real Breaches of this Act. When the diſtreſſed 
Subject arrives there, by whom is he to be tried ?—Not by his Peers in the 
Vicinage, (the Birthright of every Engliſhman) no ! by the Judge of Admi- 
ralty without a jury; and it is poſſible, without Law !—Under theſe Cir- 
cumitances, the Stamp-Diſtributor or INFORMER may unrighteouſly get 
from His Majeſty's good American Subjects, more than his Majeſty, upon a 
Balance, may get by the Stamps: for who would not rather pay the Fine, 
guilty or not, than be thus harraſſed, thus tried ?—Why are not his Ma- 
jeſty's good Subjects of Great Britain thus treated? why muſt we in Amer: 
ca, who have in every Inſtance diſcovered as much. Loyalty to His Majeſty, 
and Obedience to His Laws, as any of His Britifh Subjects; and whoſe Ex- 
ertions, in ſome of the Provinces and Colonies, during the laſt War, have 
been greater, be thus diſcriminated ?—at this time eſpecially, whilſt we are 
ſtruggling under an almoſt inſupportable Load of Debt, the Conſequence of 
theſe Exertions, We believe it may be truly ſaid, that no one ir. Great Br; - 
2 pays ſo great a Tax as ſome do in this Province in Proportion to their 
ates. 
Let this Act but take Place, Liberty will be no more Trade will languith 
and die—our Caſh will be ſent into his Majeſty's Exchequer and Poverty 
come upon us like an armed Man. 1 s 
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The Town therefore hereby adviſe and direct their EN by no 
Act in its Opera- 
Friends of Liberty, they uſe their 


Means whatſoever to do any one T N may aid ſai 
tion; but that in Conjunction with the 

utmoſt Endeavours that the ſame might be repealed That this Vote be re- 
corded in the Town Book, that the Children yet unborn may ſee the Deſire 


their Anceſtors had for their Freedom and Happineſs; and that an atteſted 


= 
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Copy be given ſaid Repreſentatives for their Conduct. 
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TE the Frecholders and other Inhabitants of the Town of Weymouth 
Y Y are aſſembled together at a time, when the voice of diſtreſs is heard, 
not only from every part of this B but from the continent in gene- 
ral. The burdens we feel, and the greater we fear, force out our groans, 
and lead us to lay before you the diſtreſſes of our hearts, with whom we have 
entruſted our moſt important intereſts.— And we have the higheſt aſſurance 
from your paſt integrity, that no exertion of your abilities will be wanting to 
effect a removal of theſe evils. 5 
When we conſider the difficulties, encumbrances on trade, and decay of it. 
brought upon us by ſome late Acts of Parliament, together with the load of 
debt under which the province labours, we behold poverty ruſhing in upon 
us like an armed man; but when we take under conſideration the Stamp- Act 
with all its conſequences, we can ſee nothing but miſery and ruin to the pro- 
vince reſulting from the execution of it, and a fatal wound to the trade and 
intereſt of our mother-country.—The King our father, whom we have always 
lov'd and honour'd, and the Parliament of Great Britain, which we have al- 
ways eſteem'd and reverenced, will forgive us if we do not conſent to our ruin ; 
we will preſume upon their clemency that they will not inſiſt upon our deſtruc- 
tion, and therefore do recommend to you decently and ſteadily to oppoſe any 
meaſures in General Court, that ſhall intereſt the province-in any concern with 
the Stamp Act, or ſtamped Papers, either directly or indirectly, either by the 
Payment of any charges that may have ariſen on their account, or by giving 
any orders for, or conſent to the diſtribution of faid Papers, inaſmuch as the 
Houſe of Repreſentatives *has no warrant, order, or authority ſo to do,” 
and we preſume upon it that the Houſe will not be fo imprudent, as to un- 
«« dertake a buſineſs to which they have no appointment.” They are depoſit- 
ed (as we. are informed) in the Caſtle, there to be defended with all the 
«« force of that fortreſs.” —We imagine they need no further protection, and 


truſt no one will offer ſo high an inſult to the King as to meddle with them 


in any ſhape. WD 

We take it for granted—that no man on earth is perfect that no body 
of men can lay claim to infalibility—that ſo wiſe and auguſt a body as the 
Parliament of Great Britain is, have been nuſtaken—that what has been, 
may be again—that men have natural nghts—that they have alſo rights as 
members of ſociety—that to aſſert, explain and vindicate theſe, is but acting 


up to the character of men and of rational beings—We do therefore mſtruct 
you upon all occaſions to aſſert and vindicate the rights and privileges of free 


born Britiſh ſubjects, and the rights and privileges derived to us by charter 
from a King of Great Britain, acknowledged and conſented to „really or vir- 
tually” by the Parliament thereof ; and to uſe your beſt endeavours in the 
General Aſſembly to have theſe clearly ſtated and left upon the records of 

this 
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this Province, that: poſterity may know that we never did or could voluntarily 
ſubmit to ſlavery and to run. why 

We cannot but. complam of the hardſhips to which we are expos'd by the 
enlargement of the power of the Court of Admiralty ; an enlargement which 
takes from us one of the moſt eſſential rights of Engliſhmen, viz. that of 

being tried by Juries. | 1 
I ̃ hoſe ſeveral acts before- mentioned are ſo may tax acts, by which money 
muſt be drawn from us (and as we ſuppoſe) without our conſent, having no 
idea or the leaſt remembrance of our having been repreſented in parliament; 
and we really look upon theſe taxations and the extraordinary power of the 
admiralty judges, as ſo many NovELTIES“ that time itſelf will never re- 
concile us to; that they are ſubverſive of the happineſs and welfare of the 
province, deſtructive to the intereſts of our mother- country; that they in- 
volve in them not only the deſtruction of our particular rights and privi- 
leges, but alſo ſtnke at the very foundation of the Englith conſtitution ; in 
ſhort if they are not repealed, we fear that ſuch prejudices will ariſe in the 
minds of people, and their affections to the government at home be ſo weak- 
ened, that it will be a long, a very long time, before the former can be remov- 
ed, and the latter renewed. _ | 

If the Parliament of Great-Britain, which Cannot be intimately acquaint- 
ed with our abilities and neceſſities, ſhall from time to time tax us, and the 
Province tax us at the ſame time, from theſe two taxations great inequalities 
and injuſtice muſt ariſe, and conſequently the end of government be deſtroy- 
ed, ſo that even allowing the Parliament's right to tax us (which we are 
not at preſent convinced of) yet we imagine, with ſubmiſſion to that auguſt 
body, it would not be wiſdom in them to exerciſe it. | 
| We have ever ſuppoſed our Charter the greateſt ſecurity that could he had 
in human affairs. —This was the ſentiment of our forefathers—they have 
told us that they ſhould never have left the land of their nativity, and fled to 
theſe ends of the earth, triumph'd over dangers, encountered difficulties in- 
numerable, and ſuffer'd hardſhips unparallel'd, but for the fake of ſecurely 
enjoying civil and religious liberty, and that the ſame might be tranſmitted. 
ſafe to their poſterity. They it 1s well known ſettled this country at the ex- 
pence of their own blood and treaſure. The country has riſen, grown, and 
been defended without any expence to the government at home, till within a 
few years paſt, and beſides defending ourſelves, we have ſeveral times ſaved 
ſome of his Majeſty's provinces from deſtruction, and once at leaſt have given 
peace to Europe. The rofits of our labour has from time to time center'd 
in Great Britain, by which her riches, her revenues, and her inhabitants have 
encreaſed mightily. _ | 

We are (notwithſtanding the aſſiſtances granted us in the laſt war) far 
from thinking that there is any juſt reaſon for laying ſuch heavy burdens 
upon us; and if it is neceſſary in this time of peace to raiſe a ſum of money 
for the defence of our frontiers (it being ſaid for our comfort that the mon 
raiſed by the Stamp Act is partly to be applied to that end) we had much 
rather be at our own proportionable expence of for ever defending our fron- 
tiers, than comply with that Act.--And in any conſtitutional way we ſhall 
ever be ready to contribute our utmoſt to the aſſiſtance of our mother- 
country, | 

We further inſtruct you to uſe your utmoſt endeavour to promote public 
frugality, to prevent any unconſtitutional grants, and any unaccuſtomed 
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draughts on the treaſury, that the public money be applied only to the pur- 
poſes to which it is from time to time appropriated. 
Whilſt with pleaſure we behold a general ſenſe of liberty, and thoſe . eſ- 
ſential conſtitutional rights” freedom of ſpeech and of the preſs now prevail- 
ing; we do at the ſame time entertain a juſt abhorrence to any violences 
committed upon the ſubſtance of any perſon or perſons whatever. _ | 

As to any other affairs, we leave their management to your noted pru- 


* 


dence and judgment, in which we place the higheſt confidence. 
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ExTRacTs from the Supplement to the Bo/Zon-Cazerte, &c. 
| of Monday, October 21, 1765. © 
Meſieurs EpEs & Gir, ; Rv, 

AT this critical Conjuncture, every one will be meddling, and however futile 
the Thoughts of ſome may be, it is poſſible, amid the Chaos, Light may 
ſpring out of Darkneſs: therefore, if without Inconvenience, you can 
publiſh the following, you'l oblige D 

Your conſtant Cuſtomer and humble Servant, 
IA ps A. B. 


N reading a late Spb, I perceiv'd huddled in one Group, more Ills, than 

ever iſſued forth, on the opening Pandora's Box. All to be the fatal Con- 
ſequences of an Oppoſition. to the Execution, of the S—— A One Thing 
alarm'd me. It was an Intimation, that the Province would be in Fr a State 
of Out-lawry, that every ones Property, would be expoſed, to Fraud and Rapine, 
and no one could have an Opportunity of demanding Satigfaction in Law for any 
Injury done him. As I am one of the ſmaller Size, and liable to be beat by every 
bigger bodied Man than myſelf, unleſs protected by the Law, I began to be un- 
eaſy for my ſmall Bones. I again loo d thro' the At, for my own Satigfaction, 
T ſoon found, vid. p. 5. expreſs Exception, to all Papers relating to criminal 
Matters. And now, ye Bugbears, vaniſh all; for with the Hydra headed 
Mr ye can't compare] I am fully perſwaded, that if certain Papers ſhould lay 
interr'd where they are, till the Reſurrection of the Dead, TI ſhould be as little 
expoſed to Inſults and Abuſe as heretofore, and that the Lew in all ſuch Matters 
would he as open to me as ever. I dare appeal to the ableſt Lawyer in the 
Land, whether if on the 5th of November, A with a Club ſhould break B's Head, 
B could not immediately lay an Action for Aſſault and Battery, and proceed, iu every 
Thing relating thereto, as formerly? So is it, with Regard to every Crime, of 
whatever Nature. Should JI hear in the Street, one of the loweſt Sort, propa- 
. gating this Tenet, that all Law was at an End, and that he might now, rob, 
and plunder, and inrich himſelf, with the Spoils of others, with Impunity, 1 
ſhould immediately ſilſpect him as Ringleader of a Mob, and uſe my utmoſt Ex- 
 deavours that he ſhould be ſecur d as ſuch. But that ever ſuch a * to ſerve 
4 Turn, ſhould drop from above, God forbid. As to ſome Cauſes, bro't before 
the Courts, their not acting, may be attended, with one good Circumſtance at 
leaſt. It may prevent for the preſent many litigious Actions, which might hav! 

. taken Place; but now perhaps by the friendly Aid of Neighbours may be happil 
compromiſed before the Courts will pleaſe to att. With reſpect to Aftons for 
Debt, their. ceaſing for 4 White, may afford an Opportunity of diſcovering wh 
are honeſt Men and willing to pay their Debts, and who are Knaves and would 
b ever 
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never pay, if there was no Law to compel them. And now comes Trade, with 


its numerous Dependants; here I ſhall only ſay, that this Province knows by 
Experience what it 1s to undergo all the Evils of an Embargo for three 
Months for the PuBLic Goop, and ſurely the PuBLic Goop, never, never 
called fo loud, with fuch a thundering, all-piercing Voice, as at preſent, to 


. undergo the like agaim. In that Time perhaps we may hear that our humble Ap- 


plication to the Throne, has not been in vain. Be that as it may; we ſhall have 
this Satigfaction, that we have not hft our Liberty thro our own Supimeneſs and 
Inactivity. Inactivity, did I ſay ! it is impoſſible to be inactive; for the Queſtion 
is not, whether Louiſbourg ſhall be taken by New England Men, or not ? 
But whether Millions 0 Subjects, ſpread through this vaſt 


of free born Britiſh 


Continent, ſhall, from, and after, the firſt of November, be, with their Po- 


ſterity, Freemen or Slaves? No Inconventencies, no Evils, can poſſibly attend an 


Oppoſition, equal, or by any Way comparable, to thoſe adamantine Chains, big 
with ſullen and overwhelming Woes, which will be fix'd on us, by a quiet 
Submiſſion to what ſome Men, would have us comply with. | 


One Queſtion to thoſe, who can anſwer it, and I have done. Qu. If ac- 
cording to the Enghſh Conſtitution, every Act, made contrary to Magna Charta, 


is in, and of itſelf void; what Conftruttion can poſſibly be put upon an Oppoſition 


to this Act, but, that it is, a brave, a noble, and generous Struggle for the in- 
berent unalienable Rights of Engliſhmen. 


ANNAPOL1IS, Oftober z. 


The RESOLMYFES of the Houſe of DE LE GATE S of the Pro- 


vince of MART LAN D, September, 1765. 


iſt. R ESOLVE D, unanimouſſy, that the firſt Adventurers, and Settlers 
of this Province of Maryland, brought with them, and tranſmitted 
to their Poſterity, and all other his Majeſty's Subjects ſince inhabiting in 
this Province, all the Liberties, Privileges, Franchiſes, and Immunities, that 
at any Time have been held, enjoyed, and poſſeſſed by the People of Great 
Britain. 

2d. Reſolved unanimouſly, That it was granted by Magna Charta, and 
other good Laws and Statutes of England, and confirmed by the Petition 
and Bill of Rights, that the Subject ſhould not be compelled to contribute 
to any Tax, Tallage, Aid, or other like Charge, not ſet by common Conſent 
of Parliament. 

3d. Reſolved unanimouſly, That by a Royal Charter granted by his Ma- 
jeſty King Charles the firſt, in the eighth Year of his Reign, and in the 
Year of our Lord 1632, to Cecilius, then Lord Baltimore, it was (for the 
Encouragement of People to tranſport themſelves and Families into this Pro- 
vince) amon granted by his faid Majeſty, 


gſt other Things, covenanted and a 
for himſelf, his Heirs and Succeſſors, as followeth ; „And we will alſo, and 
of our more ſpecial Grace, for us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, We do 


ſtrictly enjoin, conſtitute, ordain and command, That the ſaid Province 


* ſhall be of our Allegiance, and that all and ſingular the liege People of 


us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, tranſported into the ſaid Province, and the 


Children of them, and of ſuch as ſhall deſcend from them, there already 


* born, or hereafter to be born, be, and ſhall denizens and Lieges of us, 
our Heirs and Succeſſors, of our Kingdoms of England and Ireland, and 


© be in all Things held, treated reputed and eſteemed, as the liege faithful 


N | People 
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People of us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, born within our Kingdom of 
* England, and hkewiſe any Lands, Tenements, Revenues, Services, and 
other Hereditaments whatſoever, within our Kingdom of England, and 
* other our dominions, may inherit or otherwiſe, purchaſe, receive, take, 
* have, hold, buy and poſſeſs, and them may occupy and enjoy, give, fell, 
alien and bequeath, as likewiſe all Liberties, Franchiſes and Privileges, of 
this our Kingdom of England, freely, quietly and peaceably, have and 
* poſleſs, occupy and enjoy, as our liege People, born or to be born, within 
our ſaid Kingdom of England, without the Let, Moleſtation, Vexation, 
© Trouble or Grievance of us, our Heirs & Succeſlors ; any Statute, Act, 
* Ordinance or Proviſion to the contrary thereof notwithſtanding.----And 
further, our Pleaſure is, and by theſe Preſents for us, our Heirs and Suc- 
ceſſors, We do covenant and grant to and with the ſaid now Lord Balti- 
more, his Heirs and Aſſigns, that we, our Heirs and Succeſſors, ſhall at 
no Time hereafter, ſet or make, or cauſe to be ſet any Impoſition, Cuſtom, 
or other Taxation, Rate or Contribution whatſoever, in or upon the 


Dwellers and Inhabitants of the foreſaid Province, for their Lands, Tene- 
ments, Goods or Chattles within the ſaid Province, or in or upon any 
Goods or Merchandizes within the ſaid Province, or to be laden and 
unladen within any the Ports and Harbours of the ſaid Province: And 
our Pleaſure is, and for us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, We charge and 
command, that this our Declaration ſhall be henceforward, from Time to 
Time, received and allowed, in all our Courts, and before all the Judges 
of us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, for a ſufficient and lawful Diſcharge, 
Payment and Acquittance : Commanding all and ſingular our Officers and 
Miniſters of us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, and enjoining them, upon Pain 
of our high Diſpleaſure, that they do not preſume at any Time. to at- 
tempt any Thing to the contrary of the Premiſes, or that they do in any 
Sort withſtand the ſame; but that they be, at all Times, aiding and aſſiſt- 
ing, as is fitting, unto the ſaid now Lord Baltimores and his Heirs, and 
to the Inhabitants of Maryland aforeſaid, their Servants, Miniſters, Factor, 
and Aſſigns, in the full Uſe and Fruition of the Benefit of this our Char- 
1 
4th. Reſolved, That it is the unanimous Opinion of this Houſe, that the 
ſaid Charter is declaratory 'of the conſtitutional Rights and Privileges of the 
Freemen of this Province. | | | 
5th. Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Trial by Juries is the grand Bul- 
wark of Liberty, the undoubted Birth-Right of every Engliſhman, and con- 
ſequently of every Britiſh Subject in America, and that the erecting other 
Juriſdictions for the Trial of Matters of Fact, 1s unconſtitutional, and renders 
the Subject inſecure in his Liberty and Property. 
th. Reſolved, That it is the unanimous Opinion of this Houſe, that 
it cannot with any Truth or Propriety be ſaid, That the Freemen of this 
Province of Maryland, are reprefented in the Britiſh Parliament. 
7th. Reſolved unanimouſly, That his Majeſty's hege People of this an- 
cient Province, have always enjoyed the Right of being governed by the 
Laws to which they themſelves have conſented,. in the Article of Taxes 
and internal Polity, and that the ſame have never been . forfeited, or any 
other way yielded up, but hath been conſtantly recognized by the King and 
People of Great Britain. | NN | 
8th. Reſolved, That it is the unanimous Opinion of this Houſe, that 
the Repreſentatives of the Freemen of this Province, in their Legiſlative Ca- 


pacity, 
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pacity, together with the other Part of the Legiſlature; have the ſole Right 
to lay Taxes and Impoſitions on the Inhabitants of this Province, or their 
Property and Effects, and that the laying, impoſing, levying, or collecting 
any Tax, on or from the Inhabitants of Maryland, under'Colour of an 
other Authority, is UNGONSTITUTIONAL, and a direct Violation 
of the Rights of the Freemen of this Province. g 1 2 


PHILADELPHIA, Ooh. 10. 


On Saturday, the 5th Inſtant, the Ship Royal Charlotte, Capt. Holland, 
came up to this City, attended by His Majeſty's Ship Sardine, James Hawker, 
Eſq; Commander. Capt. Holland having brought from London the 
Stamped Papers for Maryland, New ſerſey and this Province, had remained 
ſome Time at New Caſtle, on Delaware, under Protection of the Man of 
War; and on the firſt Appearance of theſe Ships round Glouceſter Point, 
all the Veſſels in the Harbour hoiſted their Colours half Maſt high, the 
Bells began to ring, being firſt muffled, and continued fo until the Evening, 
and every Countenance added to the Appearance of ſincere Mourning, for 
the approaching Loſs of Liberty. At Four o'clock in the afternoon ſeveral 
Thouſand citizens met at the State-houſe, to conſider the proper Ways and 
Means for preventing that unconſtitutional Act of Parliament (the Stamp 
Act) being carried into Execution: The firſt Meaſure was, to ſend feven 
of their Number to Mr. Hughes, Stamp Diſtributor for this Province, to 
requeſt he would reſign that Office. He aſſured them no act of his ſhould 
tend to carry that Law into Execution here, until it was generally complied 
with in the other colonies, but refuſed to ſign any Reſignation at that Time 
for various Reaſons, which he aſſigned. On the Gentlemen's Return to the 
State- Houſe, and reporting this anſwer, the company were inſtantly tranſ- 
ported with Reſentment, and it is impoſſible to ſay what Lengths their 
Rage might have carried them, had not the Gentlemen who waited on Mr. 


Hughes repreſented him in the light he appeared to them, at the Point of 


Death; his Situation raiſed their compaſſion, and they happily communi- 
cated their Feelings to all the People aſſembled; and inſtead of the Multi- 
tude repairing inſtantly to his Houſe for a poſitive Anſwer, they agreed to 
make their Requiſition in Wrighting, and give Mr. Hughes until Monday 
Morning to make a Reply. In Conſequence of this Determination, a ſhort 
Paper was inſtantly drawn up, and ſent to him; and on Monday Morning 
the Deputies received from him a Writing, which was brought to the Court- 
Houſe, and there read aloud to a vaſt Concourſe of People, as follows. 


Philadelphia, Monday Morning, October 7, 1765. 
HEREAS, about fix o'clock on Saturday evening laſt, a paper 


was ſent to me, expreſſing, that Ra great number of the citizens 


of Philadelphia, aſſembled at the State Houſe, do demand of Mr. John 


6 


* 


4 


* 


aſſurance under his hand; that he will not execute that office, and expect 
that he will give them a fair, candid, and direct anſwer by Monday next, 
ten o'clock, when he will be waited on for that purpoſe.” 


Saturday, October 5, 1765. 
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Hughes, Diſtributor of Stamps for Pennſylvania, that he will give them 
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what has been ſaid to the contrary. 
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I do therefore return for anſwer to thoſe gentlemen, and all their aſſo- 


ciates, that I have not hitherto taken any ſtep tending to put the late Act 
of Parliament into execution in this province, and that I will not either 
by myſelf or my deputies, do any act or thing, that ſhall have the leaſt 
tendency to put the ſaid Act into execution in this province, until the ſaid 
Act ſhall be put into execution generally in the neighbouring colonies ; 
and this I am determined to abide by. — And whereas my commiſſion in- 
cludes the three Counties of New Caſtle, Kent, and Suſſex upon Delaware, 
1 do therefore hereby, voluntarily, inform the good people of thoſe coun- 
ties, that no act of mine ſhall, directly or indirectly involve them into any 
difficulties, with - reſpect to the ſaid Stamp Act, before the ſame ſhall take 
place generally in the neighbouring Colonies, | 


e JOHN HUGHES. 


This paper from Mr. Hughes at firſt gained the approbation of three 
huzza's, but we find many people much diſſatisfied with it firſt, as they 
think he ought to have reſigned his office without reſervation ; and from 
the ſpirit which diſcovers itſelf amongſt all ranks of people, we have reaſon 
to think this declaration would not have quieted the inhabitants, had Mr. 
Hughes been in better health. Capt. Hawker's having taken the Stamp'd 
papers on board his Majeſty's ſhip, prevents them from being expoſed to the 
reſentment of an injured and enraged people. Thus have we, in ſome de- 
gree, followed the example of our fellow ſufferers in the neighbouring colo- 
nies, and the cool thinking people among us congratulate themſelves and 
their country on finding ſpirit enough exerted to put us on the fame footing 
with the reſt of the continent, and that this was done by men, who had 
moderation not to proceed to any unneceſlary acts of violence. It may not 
be amiſs to inform the public, that Mr. Hughes, did declare upon his 
honour, he would not receive or take any charge of the Stamp'd Paper, and 
as we have no reaſon to doubt his firm adherence to any reſolution he makes, 
we think there is no danger of their being diſtributed in this province. 


NEW-YORK, October 14. 


On Monday laſt the Commiſſioners from the ſeveral Colonies, appointed 
for holding the general Congreſs, being all arrived, aſſembled and entered 
upon Buſineſs.— The moſt important that ever came under Conſideration 
in America ;—and made Choice of the Hon. Timothy Ruggles for their 
Preſident, and Mr. John Cotton for their Secretary, 


Whereas it has been currently and injuriouſiy Reported, That I the Subſcriber 
have determined to take the Stamp Papers, and uſe them in the Courſe of my 
Bufineſs ; and that if they were not to be obtained otherways, that I would 


ſend to Halifax for them : 


Which Report is a very great Miſtake; for I have determined, and till 
do determine, that I will not take or uſe them, unleſs People in general 
do it, being under no Neceſſity for ſuch a Conduct in the Courſe of my 
Afﬀeairs :—And I am fully convinced it is the Opinion of the People in Trade 
in this Town, to conduct themſelves in the ſame Manner, notwithſtanding 


ROBERT HOOPER. 
Marblehead, 19th October 1765. | 
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With Norks, by a Nox TR BRITON. 


To ſee ſuch crimes, and in ſo good a reign, © 
. What hoops of iron can ny Pen contain. 


„* As the above P O EM, 1s wrote with peculiar ſpirit, and ſhows at large 
the cauſes from whence our public calamities proceed ; we hope. at the 
preſent juncture it will require nothing further to recommend it to the 
notice of every free born ſon of AMERICA, © | 
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ExrRACTS from the Boſton Evening-Poſt of Monday, Octo. 
| ber 21, 1705. 


r of the Piece in our laſt:] 3 
O not theſe meaſures, effectually fubvert our royal charters, and the 

moſt important privileges we hold by them? If it be ſaid, there is no 
mention of them. Tis anſwered, neither did King John ſay any thing of 
the charters given by his great grand father Henry Iſt; when he ſuperceeded 
and vacated the liberties of the people granted by them; but the Barons 
knew it, and exerted themſelves for the recovery of them, and would never 
reſt 'till they were moſt ſolemnly confirm'd to them, in what is now called 
Magna Charta. 


By royal charter we have an excluſive right of laying internal taxes upon 
ourtelves, and are only to pay our royal ſovereign the 5th part of the gold 
and filver ore, at any time found in the colony, in lieu of all duties and de- 
mands whatſoever, to the crown and kingdom. This clauſe muſt directly in- 
tend an exemption and acquittal from internal taxes, or nothing at all. For 
the duties upon navigation are expreſly ſaved to the crown in another clauſe. 
And are not theſe duties charged in the Stamp-Act, a direct violation of this 
part of our charter? If not, pray what is? What can be? 

The charter expreſly gives us all the rights of Engliſh ſubjects ; and particu- 
larly to make laws for ourſelves, and erect courts of juſtice, by judges from 
amongſt ourſelves—to execute juſtice—alſo—a right to purchaſe and poſſeſs 
freeholds without any other condition than the aforeſaid 5th; and alſo—a 
right to recover our dues, and to defend life, liberty, and property, without 
any other duty to the crown but the forementioned 5th. But the Stamp Ack 
fixes all theſe rights upon another condition; and we can have the benefit of 
none of theſe eſlential rights, without giving the new duties required in this 

act — Are we not then disfranchis'd of all, and in effect made-out lawries, or 
without any legal remedies, without payment of this tax ? — What are our 
ſolemn legiſlatures and executive courts? but the ſhadows of powers and pri- 
vilges once had—now loſt ? As the one can't make one effective law—nor the 


O other 
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other execute it die upon this new condition. When at the ſame time, I - 
think it muſt be certain te every one who reads the charter, that it was never 
the deſign of our royal ſovereign who granted jt—nor of our fathers who re- 
ceived. 1t, - that there ſhould ever be an internal tax laid upon us, but by our 
own aſſemblies — nor that we ſhould hold and enjoy all theſe eſſential rights 
and privileges, upon any other pecuniary condition whatſoever, but the 'fore- 
mentioned 5th ; but the contrary is manifeſt from the charter itſelf, And 
this leads to an eaſy anſwer to the argument from city, and other incorpo- 
rating charters; in Great Britain which is ſuppoſed an argument in point. 
---Tis true, they have a right to make by-laws tor themſelves, as well as we; 
but to infer the parliamentary right of taxing the one from the other, 1s very 
weak and inconcluſive; b:cauſe they differ widely in every thing material to 
the argument. They have a right to chooſe, and fend members to parlia- 
ment, and have a repreſentation. there in fa&t---we have none. Nor have 
they ſuch an excluſive right to tax themſelves, granted in their charters, os 
| fach a perquiſite to the crown fixed in their charters ; in conſideration of 
which, they ſhall be exempted from ſuch taxation and duties, as it provided 
in our's. - In a word- nor have the Britiſh king and parliament conſidered 
and treated them as having ſuch a right ever fince their firſt conſtitution, as 
is the caſe of all the colonies, and American governments. In ſhort, the ſi- 
tuation and circumſtances of the colony governments, are in every thing ſo 
different from theirs, that no right of taxation can poſlibly be infer'd from 
the one to the other. Is 1t not a plam caſe, (however ſhocking) that our 
royal charters, and our moſt important- privileges granted. in them, are in 
fact ſubverted and vacated by this act; without forfeiture or tryal ? --- And 
may we not aſk, by what right? Is it not agreeable to the conſtitution of 
Great Britain, that 'our rightful and gracious King and the Britiſh parlia- 
ment, ſhould rule the Britiſh kingdom and dominions, according to the char- 
ters---antient privileges, and the eftabliſh'd laws and general uſages of the 
nation; and not the contrary ? The King, by royal authority, has no power 
of ſuſpending the laws, or the execution of laws, as was rul'd in the 1ſt of 
King William and Queen Mary---and- by the ſame parliament, it was de- 
termined, Parliaments are to be held for redreſs of All Grievances : and for 
amending, ſtrengthening and preſerving of the laws. But where do we find 
it equally clear, They may create grievances, ſuperceed and annul charters, 
without forfeiture or trial, and vacate or ſuſpend the execution of laws made 
purſuant to the rights of charters—and the inſtructions of governments; 
which laws are for the good of the ſubject, and unrepeal'd ? Or where do 
we find mention made, in any of our law books, chronicles, or hiſtories, of 
any power which has a right to take away all the rights of Americans un- 
forfeited---to annul or ſuſpend all their laws, and throw all the American 
governments into a ſtate of abſolute anarchy, unleſs they will ſubmit to con- 
ditions, of ſuch a nature, as that their ſubmiſſion will in fact be a reſigning 
up all their eſſential rights and privileges? This is a power we do not find in 
the Britiſh conſtitution ; but are yet to ſeek. 
Let us enquire further, Whether theſe meaſures may not in time affect the 

| hberties of the inhabitants of Great Britain alſo. May not the ſame power 
extend the juriſdichon of the court of admiralty to ſome or all the taxes in 
Great Britain, as well as to this tax, in America? And would their privileges 
be no ways affected by it? Do not theſe meaſures in fact, undermine. the 
foundation of. Magna Charta, and all the royal charters in Great Britain ? 
Are they not all given by the ſame royal pewer as our's? And as to the 
ORs NNN LETS | power 
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power granting them, ſtand upon the ſame footing with our's : And if our's 
be touch'd, are not their's affected and endangered alſo ? If it be ſaid, our 
charters were given in a reign when the prerogatives of the crown were car- 
ried to an undue height, and therefore are void ab initio. We anfwer, This 
argument will not help the caſe at all. For (1ſt) The prerogative power was 
not carried higher then, than in the reign of King John ; when Magna 
Charta was given: Therefore in this point of view, Magna Charta and our's 
ſtands upon juſt the ſame footing ; and muſt ſtand or fall together; and is 
conſequently undermined by the act. (2dly) The granting of charters, is 
the exerciſe but of ordinary regal power, exerciſed in the mildeſt reigns, in 
one form or another---and in truth the granting of theſe charters was for 
the good of the nation, and one of the beſt ſervices to the crown and king- 
dom, King Charlzs ever did. Thus talk therefore is not argument, but meer 
amuſement. Or ſhould it be further objected, they were given without the 
conſent of parhament, and fo are of no force. We anſwer, Is not this the 
caſe alſo, of moſt of the incorporating charters in England, and muſt they 
not of courſe ſtand or fall with our's ? But further we have had the con- 
current approbanon of the parliament, to our enjoyment of our charters, 
and of all the privileges we hold by them in full, for more than a century: 
paſt. And is not this a full and ſufficient approbation and acknowledge- 
ment of them? Is not the mind of parliament known by their ufages ? 
And is not the uſage of parliament, the law of parliament? Were not our 
petitions for the avoidance of this act rejected, upon this plea, that it was 
contrary to the rules of the houſe of commons to admit petitions againſt a 
ſupply bill; and upon this principle, are not our charters,---and alſo---all 
the rights of the other governments-in America, fully confirmed to us by 
the uſage and law of parliament, for a century paſt, and ever ſince their firſt. 
inſtitution ? If the concurrent uſages of a number of parliaments in ſucceſ- 
ſion, and of different ks cya and for ſo long a term together, does 
not carry in it the full conſent and approbation of parhament ; it is difficult 
to ſay what can do it, or how the ſubject can know and be ſecure of it. Fur- 
ther it is to be remembered, our charters were not granted of meer favor, 
but in conſideration, and as a regard for eminent ſervices done for the crown 
and kingdom, as is evident in the face of them. How then can they be an- 
nul'd or ſuperceeded, without forfeiture and legal tryal, any more than the 
royal patent to Knights, Earls, and Peers, who for eminent ſervices 
have been enobled and rewarded with their titles of honor---with lands, 
with peerage, &c. can have ſuch patents, with the privileges conveyed in 
them, taken away without forfeiture and legal trials. In ſhort, our charters 
are fo well founded, that we think they. can't be ſuperceeded or annul'd, in 
a ſovereign way, without danger to the free charters in Great Britain. And 
why may not this act, in ſubverſion of the privileges of our charters, in 
future time, be improved, as a precedent againſt Magna Charta itſelf, and. 
the other charters in England, to the ruin of their privileges, with equal or 
ſtronger force than the Poſt Office is uſed in this caſe. The greateſt diffi- 
culty is over when an aſpiring m——y have got an approved precedent ap- 
plauded by Britons : Their mouths are ſtopp'd ; they can't complain of mea- 
ſures for themſelves, which they have meeted out to Americans. Is it not 
therefore a meaſure of very intereſting concern to the inhabitants of Britain, 
as well as America? as their privileges are conſequently very nearly affected, 
as well as that of Americans. | | 
[To be continued. 
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X T a Mecting of the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of the Town of 

' Rowley, held Ofober 10, 176 5 „Capt. Daniel Spafford was choſen 
Moderator. Yoted, That the Hon. Fobn Hobſon Eſq; Meſſirs. Nathaniel Mig- 
Hill, Samuel Northend, facob Jewett, Capt. George Fewett, Mr. Thomas Lan- 
caſter, . Thomas Gage, Eſq; Mr. Abraham Adams, Capt. Richard Thurſton, 
Mr. Daniel Chute, Capt. John Pearſon, Capt. fFohn Northend, and Mr. Tho- 
mas Merrill, be a committee to draw up inſtructions for the Repreſentative 
of this town at the great and general court of this province, and report as 
ſoon as may be. The committee appointed for the purpoſe aforeſaid una- 
nimouſly reported the following Draft, which being read, was unanimouſly 
accepted, viz. e | | 


910 _ Tos HuuHRY HoBsoN, E/: 
oO will not interpret the manifeſtation of the minds of your conſti- 
tuents, upon ſo alarming an occaſion as that of complying or refuſing 
a compliance with a Stamp-Act (ſo much agitated) as an effect of their dii- 
truſt of your ability or fidelity, but as a prudent ſtep taken, hereby to pre- 
vent all unwarrantable ſuſpicions that might ariſe hereafter, and to leave upon 
record. a laſting teſtimony to poſterity, that we do not quietly, and for no 
conſideration, give. up our and their ineſtimable Rights as Britiſh ſubjects. 
Therefore, in reference to the Stamp-Act, we would fay—— That conſider- 
ing the preſent ſtate of the province as extremely low and depreſſed, occa- 
fioned by the late tary war, and the ſcant produce of ſome of the ne- 
ceſſaries of life for ſome ſummers paſt ; for which reaſon much of our mo- 
ney has been exported to foreign parts, in exchange for neceſſary commodi- 
ties; whereby we are ſo reduced, as ſcarcely to be able to ſupport ourſelves, 
and throw off the yearly load of publick tax: Conſidering the ſaid act not 
only as unconſtitutional (as we apprehend) and an invaſion upon our char- 
ter rights and privileges, but fo calculated as to carry off perhaps the greater 
part of our medium of trade, which as yet ſurvives the above - mentioned 
calamities : Conſidering the ſaid act, in its execution, as deſtructive of the 
deareſt part of our liberty; by admitting it as lawful to proſecute and pu- 
niſh the tranſgreſſors of it in the court of admiralty, and fo depriving us 
of the privilege of a jury: And conſidering it in its probable conſequences, 
as an introduction to a train of other acts of a ſimilar oppreſſive nature 
(each of which particulars 7. affords a gloomy proſpect) all theſe con- 
ſiderations, though but juſt hinted at, appear ſo weighty, that, though we 
are ſenſible a non- compliance muſt be attended with many and grievous 
difficulties ; yet, as a compliance threatens utter ruin, we cannot, we dare 
not, and we inſtruct and adviſe you not to give your conſent for its taking 
place in this province : But to make that vigorous oppoſition thereto, as 1s 
© requiſite from the importance and moment of our confirmed charter rights, 
and leaſt inconſiſtent with due deference paid to the Britiſh authority, 
Further, we intimate our ſentiments to you, that you forbear acting in 
an application of. the publick monies towards a compenſation of the loſs 
which any privace perion or perſons may have ſuſtained, or to any other 

uſe than as has been uſual. _ | 7 
: You likewiſe have our conſent and advice, to bear publick teſtimony againſt, 
and to go into all proper meaſures to prevent ſuch diſorders and outrages as 
have been or may be committed, contrary to the laws provided for privates 

quietly and peaceably enjoying each his own property. 

Mans | Atteſt. HumPeHryY HoBsoNn, Town Clerk. 
At 
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At a legal Meeting of the F reeholders and other Inhabitants of” the T, TEM of 
CAMBRIDGE, fbi 14th of October, 1765. the Han. WILLTIAM PRATTLE, 
i; choſen Moderator, | | oy, 


VOTED, T HAT (with ail Humility) it is the Opinion of the Town, 
- that the Inhabitants of this Province have a legal Claim 
to all the natural, inherent, conſtitutional Rights of Engliſhmen, notwith- 


ſtanding their great Diſtance from Great Britain I hat the Stamp-A& is 
an Infraction upon theſe Rights - one Inſtance in our Opinion, among many, 

is as follows: NO ts ; Re 2080 

The Diſtributor of the Stamps, or Mr. IN FORME R, have a Sove- 
reignty over every I hing but the Lives of the People, ſince it is in their 
Power to ſummon every one they pleaſe to Quebec, Montreal or Newfoundland, 
to anſwer for the pretended or real Breaches of this Act. When the diſtreſſed 
Subject arrives there, by whom is he to be tried? — Not by his Peers in the 
Vicmage, (the Birthright of every Engliſhman) no! by the Judge of Admi- 
ralty without a Jury ; and it 1s poſſible, without Law !— Under theſe Cir- 
cumſtances, the Stamp-D:ſtributor or INFORMER may unrighteouſly 
ge: from His Majeſty's good American Subjects, more than His Majeſty, 
upon a Ballance, may get by the Stamps : For who would not rather pay the 
Fine, guilty or not, than be thus harraſſed, thus tried? — Why are not his 
"Majeſty's good Subjects of Great-Britain thus treated ? why muſt we in Ame- 
rica, who have in every Inſtance diſcovered as much Loyalty to His Majeſty; 
and Obedience to His Laws, as any of His Brizifh Subjects; and whoſe Ex- 
ertions, in ſome of the Provinces and Colonies, during the laſt War, have 
been greater, be thus diſcriminated ?—at this Time eſpecially, whilſt we are 
ſtrugghng under an almoſt mſupportable Load of Debt, the Conſequence of 
theſe Exertions. We believe is may be truly ſaid, that no one in Great Bri- 
tain pays ſo great a Tax as ſome do in this Province in Proportion to their 
"Eſtates. | 

Let this Act but take Place, Liberty will be no more— Trade will lan- 

guiſh and die—our Caſh will be ſent into his Majeſty's Exchequer—and Po- 
verty come upon us like an armed Man, : NS 1 
The Town therefore hereby adviſe and direct their Repreſentatives, by tio 
Means whatſoever to do any one Thing that may aid ſaid Act in its Opera- 
tion; but that in 3 with the Friends of Liberty, they uſe their 
utmoſt Endeavours that the ſame might be repealed—That this Vote be re- 
corded in the Town Book, that the Children yet unborn may ſee the Defire 
their Anceſtors had for their Freedom and Happineſs ; and that an atteſted 
Copy be given ſaid Repreſentatives for their Conduct. 


TO 90 To James HuMPuREY, EV: 
SIR | roy | | 1 
| V E the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of the Town of Weymouth 
| are aſſembled together at a time, when the voice of diſtreſs is heard, 
not only from every part of this province, but from the continent in general. 
The burdens we feel, and the greater. we fear, force out our groans, and lead 
us to lay before you the diſtreſſes of our hearts, with whom we have entruſt- 
ed our moſt important intereſts —And we have the higheſt aſſurance from 
your paſt integrity, that no exertion of your abilities will be wanting to effect 
à removal of. theſe evils. ; 
P When 


_—— 
When we conſider the difficulties, encumbrances on trade, and decay of it 
brought upon us by ſome late Acts of Parliament, together with the load of 
| debt under which the province labours, we behold poverty ruſhing in upon 
N us like an armed man; but when we take under conſideration the Stamp- 
Act with all its conſequences, we can ſee nothing but miſery and ruin to the 
province reſulting from the execution of it, and a fatal wound to the trade 
and intereſt of our mother-country.—The King our father, whom we have 
always lov'd and honour'd, and the Parliament of Great Britain, which we 
have always eſteem'd and” reverenced, will forgive us if we do not conſent to 
our ruin; we will preſume upon their clemency that they will not inſiſt upon 
our deſtruction, and therefore do recommend to you decently and ſteadily to 
oppoſe any meaſures in General Court, that ſhall intereſt. the province in 
any concern with the Stamp Act, or ſtamped Papers, either directly or in- 
directly, either by the Payment of any Charges that may have ariſen on their 
account, or by Ans any orders for, or conſent to the diſtribution of ſaid 
Papers, inaſmuch as the Houſe of Repreſentatives ©* has no warrant, order, 
« or authority ſo to do,“ and we preſume upon it that the Houſe will not 
«* be ſo imprudent, as to undertake a buſineſs to which they have no ap- 
«« pointment.” —They are depoſited (as we are informed) *4n the Caſtle, there 
<«« to be defended with all the force of that fortreſs'—We imagine they need 
no further protection, and truſt no one will offer ſo high an inſult to the 
King as to meddle with them in any ſhape. . 
We take it for granted that no man on earth 1s perfect - that no body of 
men can lay claim to infalibility - that ſo wiſe and auguſt a body as the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain is, have been miſtaken— that what has been, may be 
again that they have alſo rights as members of ſociety that to aſſert, ex- 
plain and vindicate theſe, is but acting up to the character of men and of 
rational beings. We do therefore inſtruct you upon all occaſions to aſſert 
and vindicate the rights and privileges of free born Britiſh ſubjects, and the 
rights and privileges derived to us by charter from a King of Great Britain, 
acknowledged and conſented to. <* really or virtually” by the Parliament there- 
of; and to uſe your beſt endeavours in the General Aſſembly to have theſe 
clearly ſtated and left upon the records of this province, that poſterity may 
know that we never did or could voluntarily fubmit to flavery and to ruin. 
We cannot but complain of the hardſhips to which we are expoe'd by the 
enlargement of. the power of the Court of Admuralty ; an enlargement 
which takes from us one of the moſt eſſential rights of Engliſhmen, viz. 
that of being tried by juries. | | | 
Thoſe ſeveral acts before-mentioned are ſo many tax acts, by which mo- 
_ ney muſt be drawn from us (and as we ſuppoſe) without our conſent, having 
no idea or the leaſt remembrance of our h 
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aving been repreſented in parlia- 
ment; and we really look upon theſe taxations and the extraordinary power 
of the admiralty judges, as. fo many NoveLTiEs” that time itſelf will 
never reconcile us to; that they are ſubverſive of the happineſs and welfare 
of the province, deſtructive to the intereſts of our mother- country; that 
they involve in them not only the deſtruction of our particular rights and 
privileges, but alſo ſtrike at the very foundation of the Engliſh conſtitution; 
in ſhort if they are not repealed, we fear that ſuch prejudices will ariſe in 
the minds of people, and their affections to the government at home be ſo 
weakened, that it. will be a long, a very long time, before the former can 


be removed, and the latter renewed. 8 | 
3 | ff If 
b 
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If the Parliament of Great- Britain, which cannot be intimately acquaint- 
ed with our abilities and neceſſities, ſhall from time to time tax us, and the 
Province. tax us at the ſame time, from . theſe two taxations great inequalities 


and injuſtice muſt ariſe, and conſequently the end of government be deſtroy- 
ed, ſo that even allowing the Parhament's right to tax us (which we are not 
at preſent convinced of) yet we imagine, with ſubmiſſion to that auguſt bo- 
dy, it would not be wiſdom in them to exerciſe it. 
We have ever ſuppoſed our Charter the greateſt ſecurity that could he had 
in human affairs.---This was the ſentiment of our forefathers---they have 
told us that they ſhould never have left the land of their nativity, and fled 
to theſe ends of the earth, triumph'd over dangers, encountered difficulties 
innumerable, and ſufter'd hardſhips unparallel'd, but for the ſake of ſecurely 
enjoying civil and religious hberty, and that the ſame might be tranſmitted 
ſafe to their poſterity. They it is well known ſettled this country at the 
expence of their own blood and treafure. The country has riſen, grown, 
and been defended without any expence to the government at home, till with- 
in a few years paſt, and beſides defending ourſelves, we have ſeveral 
times ſaved ſome of his Majeſty's provinces from deſtruction, and once at 
leaſt have given peace to Europe. The profits of our labour has from time 
to time center'd in Great Britain, by which her riches, her revenues, and 
her inhabitants have encreaſed mightily. 
We are (notwithſtanding the aſſiſtances granted us in the laſt war) far 
from thinking that there is any juſt reaſon for laying ſuch heavy burdens 
upon us; and if it is neceſſary in this time of peace to raiſe a ſum of mo- 
ney for the defence of our frontiers (it being ſaid for our comfort that the 
money raiſed by the Stamp Act is partly to be applied to that end) we had 
much rather be at our own proportionable expence of for ever defending our 
frontiers, than comply with that Act.—And in any conſtitutional way we 
ſhall ever be ready to contribute our utmoſt to the aſſiſtance of our mother- 
country. 4 ket 
We further inſtruct you to uſe your utmoſt endeavour to promote public 
frugality, to prevent any unconſtitutional grants, and any unaccuſtomed 
draughts on the treaſury, that the public money be applied only to the pur- 
poſes to which it is from time to time appropriated. 
— Whilſt with pleaſure we behold a general ſenſe of liberty, and thoſe <«* eſ- 
« ſential conſtitutional rights” freedom of ſpeech and of the preſs now pre- 
vailing ; we do at the ſame time entertain a juſt abhorrence to any violences 
committed upon the ſubſtance of _y perſon or perſons whatever. 
As to any other affairs, we leave their management to your noted prudence 
and judgment, in which we place the higheſt confidence. | 
[We hear that moſt of the other Towns throughout the Province have given 
Inſtructions to their Repreſentatives nearly to the ſame Purport as the above.] 


The RESOLVES of the Houſe of Delegates of the Province of Maryland, 
| 1 September 28, 1765. | 

1ſt. TI ESOLVED unanimouſly, That the firſt adventurers, and- ſettlers of 
I. this province of Maryland, brought with then, and tranſmitted to 
their Poſterity, and all other his Majeſty's Subjects ſince inhabiting in this 
Province, all the Liberties, Privileges, Franchiſes, and Immunities, that at 
any time have been held, enjoyed, and poſſeſſed by the people of Great- 
Britain. TY 3" 4 I 
| 29d. Reſolved 
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- 24d. Reſolved unanimouſly, That it was granted by Magna Charta, and 
other good Laws and Statutes of England, and confirmed by the Pitition and 
and Bill of Rights, that the Subject ſhould not be compelled to contribute to 
any Tax, Tallage, Aid, or other like Charge, not ſet by common conſent 
of Parliament. F 1:1 | WE 4, | | 
3. Reſolved unanimouſly, That by a royal Charter granted by his Majeſty 
King Charles the firſt, in the eighth Year of his Reign, and in the Year of 
our Lord 16432, to Cecilius, then Lord Baltimore, it was (for the Encou- 
ragement of people to tranſport themſelves and Families into this Province) 
amongſt other things, covenanted and granted by his ſaid Majeſty, for him- 
ſelf, his Heirs, and Succeſſors, as followeth ; And we will alſo, and of our 
more ſpecial Grace, for us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, We do ſtrictly en- 
join, conſtitute ordain and command, That the ſaid Province ſhall be of our 
:© Allegiance, and that all and ſingular the liege people of Us, our Heirs and 
« Succeſſors, tranſported, or to be tranſported into the ſaid province, and the 
Children of them, and of ſuch as ſhall deſcend from them, there already 
born, or hereafter to be born, be, and ſhall be denizens and lieges of us, 
our Heirs and Succeſſors, of our Kingdoms of England and Ireland, and 
© be in all things held, treated, reputed and eſteemed, as the liege faithful 
people of Us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, born within our Kingdom of Eng- 
c Cr and hkewiſe any Lands, Tenements, Revenues, Services, and other 
Hereditaments, whatfoever, within our Kingdom of England, and other 
our Domimions, may inherit, or otherwiſe, purchaſe, take, have, hold, buy 
and poſſeſs, and them may occupy and enjoy, give, ſell, alien and bequeath, 
© as likewiſe all Liberties, Franchiſes and Privileges, of this our Kingdom of 
© England. freely, quietly and peaceably, have and poſſeſs, occupy and enjoy, 
as our leige people, born, or to be born, within our ſaid Kingdom of Eng- 
land, without the Let, Moleſtation, Vexation, Trouble or Grievance of us, 
our Heirs and Succeſſors; any Statute, Act, Ordinance or Proviſion 
to the contrary thereof notwithſtanding. —And further, our pleaſure is, 
and by theſe preſents for us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, We do covenant 
and grant to and with the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, his Heirs and Aſſigns, 
that We, our Heirs and Succeſſors, ſhall at no time hereafter, ſet or make, 
or cauſe to be ſet any . Impoſition, Cuſtom, or other Taxation, Rate or 
Contribution whatſoever, in or upon the Dwellers and Inhabitants of the 
_ © © foreſaid province, for their Lands, Tenements, Goods or Chattels within 
the ſaid province, or in or upon any Goods or Merchandizes within the ſaid 
province, or to be laden and unladen within any the ports and harbours 
of the ſaid province: And our pleaſure is, and for us, our Heirs and Suc- 
ceſſors, We charge and command, that this our declaration ſhall be hence- 
forward, from time to time, received and allowed, in all our courts, and 
before all the judges of Us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, for a ſufficient and 
* lawful diſcharge, payment and Acquittance ; commanding all and ſingular 
' © our officers and miniſters of Us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, and enjoining 
them, upon pain of our high diſpleaſure, that they do not preſume at any 
time to attempt any thing to the contrary of the premiſes,” ar that they do 
in any ſort withſtand the ſame; but that they be, at all times, aiding and 
- © afliſting, as is fitting, unto the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, and his Heirs, and 
sto the inhabitants and Merchants of Maryland aforeſaid, their Servants, 
- £ Miniſters, Factors and Aſſigns, in the full uſe and fruition of the benefit 
_ "of this our Charter.“ 


4th. Reſolved, 
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4th. Reſolved, That it is the unanimous opinion of this houſe, that the 
ſaid Charter is declaratory of the conftitutional rights and privileges of the 
freemen of this province. | 

th. Reſolved unanimouſly, That trials by juries is the grand Bulwark of 
liberty, the undoubted birthright of every Engliſhman, and conſequently of 
every Britiſh ſubject in America, and that the erecting other juriſdictions for 
the trials of matters of. fact, is unconſtitutional, and renders the ſubject in- 
ſecure in his Liberty and Property. | | 

6th. Reſolved, That it is the unanimous opinion of this houſe, that it 
cannot with any truth or . be ſaid, that the freemen of this pro. ince 
of Maryland, are repreſented in the Britiſh parliament. | 
- 7th. Reſolved unanimouſly, That his Majeſty's liege people of this ancient 
province, have always enjoyed the rights of being governed by the laws to 
whicly they themſelves have conſented, in the article of taxes and internal 

15 and that the ſame have never been forfeited, or any other way yielded 
up, but hath been conſtantly recognized by the King and People of Great- 
Britain. SAN 

8th. Reſolved, That it is the unanimous opinion of this houſe, that the 
Repreſentatives of the Freemen of this province, in their Legiſlative Capa- 
city, together with the other part of the legiſlature, have the ſole right to 
lay Taxes & impoſitions on the inhabitants of this provnice, or their pro- 
perty and effects, and that the laying, impoſing, levying, or collecting any 
tax, on or from the inhabitants of Maryland, under colour of any other 
authority, is unconſtitutional, and a direct violation of the Rights of the 
Freemen of this Province. 
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ExTRacTs from the Boſton Gazette and Country Journal of 
N Monday, Odlober 28, 1765. 


B O S T O N, Odober 28. 


WEDNESDAY laſt the Great and General Court or Aſſembly met here, 
according to Adjournment; and on Friday the Houſe preſented the follow- 
ing Anſwer to his Excellency's Speech at the Opening of the Seſſions, in- 

ſerted in this Paper the 3oth ult. ak 


May it pleaſe your EXCELLENCY, | | | | 

f | H E houſe of Repreſentatives have entered into a due conſideration of 

your ſpeech to both houſes at the opening of this ſeſſion ; and ſhould 

have earlier communicated to your Excellency our ſentiments thereupon, had 
not the late ſudden and unexpected adjournment prevented it. 

Wir muſt confeſs, that after your Excellency had called us together in pur- 
ſuance of the unanimous advice of a very full council, we were in hopes you 
would have given the aſſembly time then to have conſidered the critical ſtate 
of the province, and determined what was proper to be done at fo difficult 
and dangerous a conjuncture. | | | : 

. Your Excellency tells us, that the province ſeems to be upon the brink 
of a precipice ! A fight of its danger is then neceſſary for its preſervation. 
To deſpair of the common wealth, is a certain preſage of its fall: Your Ex- 
cellency may be aflured, that the Repreſentatives of the people are awake to 
a ſenſe of its danger, and their utmoſt prudence will not be wanting to pre- 


vent its ruin. | 
Q Ws 


( 02) AT | 
Ws indeed cou'd not have thought that a weaknels in the executive power 
of the province had been any part of our danger, had not your Excellency 


made ſuch a declaration in your ſpeech : ' Certainly the General N have 


done every thing incumbent on them; and laws are already in being for the 
ſupport of his Majeſty's authority in the province: Your Excellency doth not 
point out to us any defect in thoſe laws; and yet you are pleaſed to ſay, that 
the executive authority is much too weak: Surely you cannot mean, by calling 
the whole legiſlative in aid of the executive authority that any new and extra- 
ordinary kind of power ſhould by law be conſtituted, to oppoſe ſuch acts of 


violence as your Excellency may 1 from a people ever remarkable 


for their loyalty and good order; tho at preſent uneaſy and diſcontented. 
If then the — of the province for the preſervation of his Majeſty's peace 
are already ſufficient, your Excellency we are very ſure need not to be told, 
to whoſe department it ſolely belongs to appoint a ſuitable number of ma- 
giſtrates to put thoſe laws in execution or remove them in caſe of failure of 


their duty herein. And we hope this important truſt will remain with ſafety 


6 » 


to the province where the conſtitution has lodged it. 
Your Excellency 1s A to tell us, that declartions have been made and 
ſtill ſubſiſt, that the act of parliament for granting Stamp Duties in the co- 


lonies, ſhall not be executed within this province. We know of no ſuch de- 


clarations—If any individuals of the youre have declared an unwillingneſs 
to ſubject themſelves to the payment of the ſtamp duties, and chuſe rather to 
lay aſide all buſineſs than make uſe of the ſtamp'd papers, as we are not ac- 
countable for ſuch declarations, ſo neither can we ſee any thing criminal in 
them: This houſe has no authority to controul their choice in this matter: 
The act does not oblige them to make uſe of the papers; it only exacts 


the payment of certain duties for ſuch papers as they may incline to uſe: 
Such declarations may poſſibly have been made, and may ſtill ſubſiſt, very 


conſiſtently with the utmoſt reſpect to the King and parliament. 
Your Excellency has thought proper to enumerate very minutely the in- 
conveniences that may axiſe from the ſtamp'd papers not being diſtributed 
among the people ; with _— to ſome of which your love and. concern for 
the province leads you to fear more for us than we do for ourſelves. We 
cannot think your Excellency would willingly aggravate our dangers ; we are 
not in particular ſo alarmed as your Excellency ſeems to be, with the appre- 
henſion of the hand of violence being let looſe. Your Excellency, upon re- 


Collection, will find that all * wb relative to Crown matters are exempt from 


Stamps. The perſons of his Majeſty's good ſubjects will ſtill remain ſecure 
from injury: That ſpirit which your Excellency tells us attacks reputations 
and pulls down houſes, wall Jet be curbed by th 
people will remain guarded from theft or open violence. There will be no 
danger of force of arms becoming the only governing power. Nor ſhall we 
realize what your Excellency 1s pleaſed to call a ſtate of general outlawry. 
This we think neceſſary to be obſerved, without a particular conſideration of 
all the conſequences which your Excellency fears, to prevent, if poſſible, any 


wrong impreſſions from fixing in the minds of ill diſpoſed perſons, or remove 


them if already fixed. 


You are pleaſed to ſay, that the Stamp-Act is an act of parliament, and 
as ſuch ought to be obſerved. This Houſe, Sir, has too great a reverence: 
for the ſupreme legiſlature of the nation, to queſtion its juſt authority: It 
by no means appertains to us to preſume to adjuſt the boundaries of the 
power of parliament ; but boundaries there undoubtedly are. We hope we 


may without offence, put your Excellency in mind of that moſt grievous ſen- 
A | tence 
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tence of excommunication ſolemnly denounced by the church in the name of 
the ſacred Trinity, in the preſence of King Henry the Third, and the eſtates 
of the realm, againſt all thoſe who ſhould make ſtatutes, or obſerve them 
being made contrary to the hberties of Magna Charta,—We are 'ready to 
think that thoſe zealous advocates for the conſtitution uſually compared their 
acts of parliament with Magna Charta; and if it ever happened that ſuch 
acts were made as infringed upon the s "5x of that charter, they were al- 
ways repealed. We have the ſame confidence in the rectitude of the pre- 
ſent parliament ; and therefore cannot but be ſurprized at an intimation in 
your fpeech, that they will require a ſubmiſſion to an act as a prelimmary to 
their granting relief from the unconſtitutional burdens of it; which we ap- 
prehend includes a ſuggeſtion in it far from your Excellency's deſign, and 
ſuppoſes ſuch a wanton exerciſe of mere arbitrary power, as ought never to 
be ſurmiſed of the patrons of liberty and juſtice. 
FURTHERMORE, your Excellency tells us that the right of the parliament 
to make laws for the American colonies remains indiſputable in Weftmin/ter : 
Without contending this point, we beg leave juſt to obſerve that the char- 
ter of this province inveſts the General Aſſembly with the power of making 
laws for its internal government and taxation; and that this charter has ne- 
ver yet been forfeited. The parliament has a right to make all laws with- 
in the limits of their own conſtitution ; they claim no more: Your Excel- 
lency will acknowledge that there are certain original inherent rights belong- 
ing to the people, which the parliament itſelf cannot diveſt them of, conſiſt- 
ent with their own conſtitution : among theſe is the right of repreſentation 
in the ſame body which exerciſes the power of taxation. There is a neceſ- 
ſity that the ſubjects of America ſhould exerciſe this power within themſelves, 
otherwiſe they can have no ſhare in that moſt eſſential right, for they are not 
repreſented in parliament, and indeed we think it impracticable. Your Ex- 
lency's affertion leads us to think that you are of a different mind with re- 
gard to this very material point, and that you ſuppoſe we are repreſented : 
but the ſenſe of the nation itſelf ſeems always to 9 been otherwiſe. The 
right of the colonies to make their own laws and tax themſelves, has been 
never that we know of queſtioned ; but has been conſtantly recognized by 
the King and Parliament. The very ſuppoſition that the 3 2 though 
the ſupreme power over the ſubjects of Britain univerſally, ſhould bi con - 
ceive of a deſpotic power within. themſelves, would be moſt diſreſpectful : 
And we leave it to your Excellency's conſideration, whether to ſuppoſe an 
indiſputable right in any government, to tax the ſubjects without their con- 
fent, does not include the idea of ſuch a power. 

May it pleaſe your EXCELLENCY. 3 
Our duty to the King, who holds the rights of all his ſubjects ſacred as 
his own prerogative; and our love to our conſtituents and concern for their 
deareſt intereſts, conſtrain us to be explicit upon this very important occaſi- 
on. We beg that your Excellency would conſider the people of this province 
as having the ſtrongeſt affection for his Majeſty, under whoſe happy govern- 
ment they have felt all the bleſſings of liberty: They have a warm ſenſe of 
the honour, freedom and independance of the fubjects of a patriot King: 
They have a juſt value for thoſe ineſtimable rights which are derived to all 
men from nature, and are happily interwoven in the - Britiſh conſtitution : | 
They eſteem it ſacriledge for them ever to give them . and rather than 
loſe them, they would willingly part with every thing elſe. We deeply re- 
gret it, that the parllament has ſeen fit to paſs ſuch an act as the „ 
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We flatter ourſelves that the hardſhips of it will ſhortly appear to them in ſuch 
a point of light as ſhall induce them in their wiſdom to repeal it; In the 
mean time we muſt beg your Excellency to excuſe us from doing any thing 
to aſſiſt in the execution of it: Were we in order to avoid aſſertions to re- 
ſolve what we have to ſay on this head into mere queſtions, we ſhould with 
all humility aſk, Whether it would be poſſible for us to add any weight to 
an act of that moſt auguſt body the parliament ? Whether it would not be 
conſtrued an arrogance and preſumption in us to attempt it? Whether your 
Excellency can reaſonably * at the houſe of repreſentatives ſhould be 
active in bringing a grievous burthen upon their conſtituents ? Such a con- 
duct in us would be to oppoſe the ſentiments of the people whom we repre- 
ſent, and the declared inſtruction of moſt of them. They complain that 
ſome of the moſt eſſential rights of magna charta, to which as Britiſh 
ſubjects they have an undoubted claim, are injured by it: That it wholly 
.cancels the very conditions upon which our anceſtors ſettled this country, 
and enlarged his Majeſty's dominion, with much toil and blood, and 
at their ſole expence : That it is totally ſubverſive of the happieſt frame of 
ſubordinate, civil government expreſſed in our charter, which amply ſecures 
to the crown our allegiance, to the nation our connection, and to ourſelves 
the indefeaſible rights of Britons : That it tends to deſtroy that mutual 
confidence and affection, as well as that equality which ought ever to ſubſiſt 
among all his Majeſty's ſubjects in his wide and extended empire: That it 
may be made uſe of as a precedent for their fellow-ſubjects in Britain for tho 
future to demand of them what part of their eſtates they ſhall think proper, 
and the whole if they pleaſe : That it inveſts a ſingle judge of the admiralty, 
with a power to try and determine their property in controverſies ariſing 
from internal concerns, without a jury, contrary to the very expreſſion of 
magna charta ; that no freeman ſhall be amerced, but by the oath of good 
and lawful men of the vicinage ; that it even puts it in the power of an 
informer to carry a ſuppoſed offender more than a thouſand miles for 
trial; and what is the worſt of all evils, if his Majeſty's American ſubjects 
are not to be governed, according to the known ſtated. rules of the conſti- 
tution, as thoſe in Britain are, it is greatly to be feared that their minds 
may in time become diſaffected ; which we cannot even entertain the moſt 
diſtant thought of without the greateſt abhorrence.—We are truly ſorry that 
your Excellency has never made it a part of your buſineſs to form any judg- 
ment of this act; eſpecially as you have long known what uneaſineſs the moſt 
diſtant proſpect of it gave to his Majeſty's good ſubjects in America, and of 
this province of which you are ſubſtituted to be the head and father; had 
your Excellency thought it proper to have ſeaſonable entered into a diſquiſition 
of the policy of it, you would, we doubt not, have ſeen that the people's 
fears were not without good foundation ; and the love and concern which you 
profeſs to have for them, as well as your duty to. his Majeſty, whoſe faithful 
ſubjects they are, might have been the moſt powerful motives to your Ex- 
cellency to have expreſſed your fentiments of it early enough to thoſe whoſe 
influence brought it into being. | 

We cannot help expreſſing our great uneaſineſs, that after mentioning ſome 
violences committed in the town of Boſton, your Excellency ſhould atk this 
houſe, whether ſuch proceedings are conſiſtent with the, dutiful, humble and 
loyal repreſentations which we propoſe ſhould be made : We are ſure your 
Excellency will not expreſly charge us with encouraging the late diſturbances ; 
and yet to our unſpeakable ſurprize and aſtoniſhment, we can't but fee, that 
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by fair implication it may be argued from the manner of expreſſion, that an 
b odium was intended to be thrown on the province. We inherit from our 
anceſtors the higheſt reliſh for civil liberty, but we hope never to ſee the 
8 time when it ſhall be expedient to contenance any methods for its preſer- 
vation but ſuch as are legal and regular. When our facred rights are in- 


| fringed, we feel the grievance ; but we underſtand the nature of our happy 
1 conſtitution too well, and entertain too high an opinion of the virtue and 
x juſtice of the ſupreme legiſlature, to encourage any means of redreſſing it, 
of but what are juſtifiable by the conſtitution. e muſt therefore conſider it 
91 as unkind for your Excellency to caſt ſuch a reflection on a province whoſe 
4 unſhaken loyalty and indiſſoluble attachment to his Majeſty's moſt ſacred 
A perſon and government was never before called in queſtion, and we hope in 
* God never will again. We ſhould rather have thought your Excellency 
h would have expreſſed your ſatisfaction in preſiding over ſo loyal a people who 
ly in that part of the government where the violences were committed, before 
£ there was time for them to be ſupported by the arm of civil power, and 
d even while the ſupreme magiſtrate was abſent, by their own motion raiſed 
: a ſpirit and diffuſed it through all ranks, ſucceſsfully to interpoſe and put a 


ſtop to ſuch dangerous proceedings. ; 
Your Excellency is pleaſed to recommend a compenſation to be made to 
al the ſufferers by the late diſturbances :—We highly diſapprove of the acts of 


lt violence which have been committed; yet till we are convinced that to com- 
it ply with what your Excellency recommends, will not tend to encourage ſuch 
0 outrages in time to come, and till ſome good reaſon can be aſſigned why the 
Tl lofles thoſe gentlemen have ſuſtained ſhould be made good, rather than any 
V. damage which other perſons on any different occaſions might happen to ſuffer, 
'S we are perſuaded we ſhall not ſee our way clear to order ſuch a compenſation 
of to be made. We are greatly at a loſs to know who has any right to re- 
p quire this of us, if we ſhould differ from your Excelleney in point of its 


being an act of juſtice which concerns the credit of the government. We 
cannot conceive why it ſhould be called an act of juſtice, rather than genero- 
ſity, unleſs your Excellency ſuppoſes a crime committed by a few individuals, 
chargeable upon a whole community. 8 | 
We are very ſorry that your Excellency ſhould think it needful to intimate 
that any endeavours have been, and may be uſed, to leſſen 5 credit with 
this houſe. Your Excellency cannot but be ſenfible that when the popular 
pulſe beats high for privileges, it is no unuſual thing for a clamour to be 
raiſed againſt gentlemen of character and eminence. We can aſſure you that 
our judgment of men eſpecially thoſe in high ſtations, 1s always founded 
upon our experience and obſervation. While your Excellency is pleated to 
make your duty to our moſt gracious Sovereign, and a tender regard to 
the intereſt of his ſubjects of this province, the rule of your adminiſtration, 
you may rely upon the readieſt affiſtance that this houſe ſhall be able to 
ord you. And you will have our beſt wiſhes that you may have wiſdom 
to ſtrike out ſuch a path of conduct, as, while it ſecures to you the ſmiles 
of your royal maſter, will at the ſame time conciliate the love of a free and 
loyal people. 3 2 
PHILADELPHIA, Ocob. 17. 


By Capt. Mulford, from North Carolina, we are informed, that the gen- 
tleman appointed diſtributor of r for that province, had reſigned his 
office, on finding how diſagreeable it was to the people, Who, in . 

| ave 


8 (66) 
have ſhewn as great a diſlike to that law, as the inhabitants of any of the- 
other colonies have done. 
We hear an Expreſs from the General Aſſembly of Georgia, has paſſed 
through this City for New-York, with Inſtructions from them, relating to 
the General Congreſs now holding there. 


| NE WT O RK. gate 41. 

We hear that the Deſign of eſtabliſhing in this City a Market, to com- 
mence on Wedneſday the 234 Inſt. for all Kinds of Home ManuracTuRres 
meets: with univerſal Approbation ; as many were at a Loſs to know how to 
come at what they wanted in theſe Articles; and it is expected that it will be 
equally convenient for thoſe who have ſuch Goods on Hand, and that quick 
Sale and ready Money will induce them and many others to increaſe their Dili- 
gence, and bring their Goods to Market. | 

A Meeting of the Friends to Liberty and the Engliſh Conſtitution, in this 
City and Parts adjacent, is earneſtly deſired, by great Numbers of the Inha- 
bitants, in order to form an Afociation of all who are not already Slates, in 
Oppojition to all Atte ptæ to make them fo. 


From the Rhode Iſland Mercury of Monday laſt. 
Mr. Hair. 

YESTERDAY, being Sunday, upon one of the Poſts of the Draw Bridge 
on the Long Wharf, was ſeen a ſpirited Piece. The Author was ſomething 
ſanguine, hu however, I am ſorry he fign'd his Name Paſquin, i. e, a Libeller, 
for indeed he expreſſed no more than the real Sentiments of the Public; and tho 
the & M of Rhode Iſland read it, ſcoſted, & ſeoaggered, be and every 
perſon Linted at in that Piece, muſt remember, that Vox Popul zs Vox Dei. 

Phileleutherus. 


The following is a Copy of the Piece found, Yeſterday Morning, poſted 
up on the Long Wharf. 


Liberty and Property, and no EXCISE. 

UCH hath been Jaid in We F FREEDOM, but Stentor's lungs 
would fail, and Cicero's eloquence be exhauſted, before an abandoned ſett of 
villains, diſtributed through the towns of America, could be perſuaded of the va- 
lue of it. Nothing but coerfive means can do it. Rouſe, then, my Mey hr 
ard def them know coerfive means ſhall be uſed ! Shall ſuch a forſworn V- 
as the R—de Id S— Mn, in open violation of his oath, of his ng 
as a Member of your community, and of your eſſential rights and privileges, ſend 
Jar the accurſed Stan p- papers, and now bid you kiſs bis a—e? I ſay, ſhould be 
do all this with impunity ? Shall he do it and live? Or indeed ſhall any villain 
among you purchaſe any of his damnable traſh and live? The firſt of November 
is very nigh, let not your courage coal, nor your reſentment fail. — Don't be ter- 
71 ified at any thing, let not a few bectoring bullies, the C s of men of war, 
ſcare you; they, like the Devil, are chained, and cannot go beyond their limits. 
ed fear nothing but ſlavery, love your LIBERTY, and fight for it like 
men ho know the value of it. Tf you once loſe it, it never will be regain d, and 
children yet unborn will be eternally curſiu g your memory. | 
GOD Bleſs GEORGE the third, King of Great-Britain, and King and 
Tord of America. May his reign be long and glorious. God bleſs the Bri- 
tiſb parliament with a happy and glorious underſtanding. 
VN B. It is Voted and Reſolved, by the reſpectable populace, That out of 
their body 30 perſons be choſen to * and ſee, both by night and 50 
OW 
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how many Stamp papers ſhall be landed out of the Cygnet man of war, and 
make report to this boarxd. N | 

It is Voted and Reſolved, That the G of N— ſhall uſe none of them 
in his office, upon * of our higheſt diſpleaſure. 

It is Voted and Reſolved, That if he will elear out no veſſels upon paper 
without Stamps, that he ſhall be drove out of Town with a high Hand. 

It is Voted and Reſolved, by this reſpectable board, That any merchant 
clearing out his veſſel upon St—p papers, ſhall meet with our higheſt diſ- 
pleaſure. 


| LOND O N. 

Aug. 27. It is ſaid an order will ſoon be diſpatched to ſuſpend the execu- 
tion of Vice-Admiralty Courts of his Majeſty's North American provinces, 
till the ſubject of certain appeals from thence ſhall be diſcuſſed in the enſu- 
ing grand aſſembly of the nation. 


BO ST ON, October 28. 

We hear that the Merchants and Friends to America in England, were 
determined to uſe their utmoſt Endeavours the next Seſſion of Parliament, 
in order to get the Stamp Act Repeal'd. 

Wedneſday laſt the Great and General Court met here according to Ad- 
journment; and we hear that moſt every Member of the Honourable Houſe 
of Repreſentatives have received Inſtructions from their Conſtituents; and 
that they are of the ſame Import with thoſe already publiſhed. 
| We hear from Halifax in the Province of Nova-Scotia, that on Sunday 
the 13th inſtant in the Morning, were diſcover'd hanging on the Gallows be- 
hind the Citadel-Hill, the Ettigies of a Stampman, accompanied with a 
Boot and Devil, together with Labels ſuitable to the Occaſion, (which we 
cannot inſert, not being favour'd with the ſame) this we are informed gave 
great pleaſure and Satisfaction to all the Friends of Liberty and their Coun- 
try there, as they hope from this inſtance of their Zeal, the Neighbouring 
Colonies will be charitable enough to believe that nothing but their dependent 
ſituation prevents them from heartily and ſincerely oppoſing a Tax unconſti- 
tutidnal in its nature, and of ſo deſtructive a tendency as muſt infallibly en- 
tail Poverty and Beggary on us and our Poſterity, if carried into Exe- 
.cution. | 

By a Veſſel arriv'd at Rhode Iſland laſt Week from Maryland, we are 
inform'd, that ſome of the People there who wore white Cockades in their 

| Hatts, with the Word Liberty thereon, gave ſuch Offence to a Lieutenant 
of a Man of War, that he inſulted them and drew his Sword, which exaſ- 

perated the People to a Degree, that they ſtrip'd and tied him to a whipping 

Poſt, - and gave him a very genteel Flagellation. 


A. od 


Exrnacrs from the Boſlon Evening-Poſl of Monday, 
5 October 28, 1705. | 


[Continued from our laft.] 
AVE not. theſe meaſures a fatal tendency to deſtroy that good af- 
fection and confidence between our gracious King, the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment, and his American Subjects, which has moſt happily ſubſiſted, and is 
highly important? N „„ , 
n Never 


Never a people more loyal than the Americans; that more exulted in thelr 
relation to the mother country, and enjoyment of Britiſh liberties ; that had 
a greater affection to their ſovereign, or more intire confidence in the P-itiſh 
parliament. And had the juſt and gentle meaſures of the former reign been 
continued, their loyalty had been fixed; —by every principle of affection, 
duty and Intereſt, it would have been fixed immoveable for ever. But do 
not theſe meaſures tend to a fatal breach of this affection and confidence? If 
our royal grants and charters, which we eſteemed compacts with the colonies, 
are vacated on the other part: — I ſay, if the royal word and ſeal pledg'd in 
our charters, is not to be rely'd upon; will they not ſay, Where is the foun- 
dation of confidence in Engliſh, more than French faith? If our privileges 
by charter, and of the common law in full, ſo ſacredly made over to us, 
under royal hand and ſeal ; and ever till now graciouſly allowed us, muſt be 
ſovereignly taken away; what have we to truft to, but-ſovereign rule, and 
arbitrary power? If ſuch ſecurity fails us, what verbal, yea, what kind of 
ſecurity can avail us? And where the ſolid foundation for the continued af- 
fection, confidence and loyalty of A-——ns ? Protection and loyalty, and 
ſecurities for both, muſt be mutual to a firmly compacted State: and where 
the one falls, it is well known in a free ſtate, the other can't be long ſecure. 
And what renders the caſe harder is—it comes as a conſequent, and one fort 
of requital for eminent {ſervices for the crown and kingdom. The colomes 
have been a great fervice to the nation, by their trade, and in wars allo; 
N the two laſt. Never colonies exerted themſelves more freely, or 

etter (according to their ability) for the ſervice of the realm; than the 
Britiſh. And were ever any worſe requited? We verily tho't, we meritted 
at leaſt continuance of privileges ; 1f not additional favours. But, I truſt, 
not one in a million, ever tho't, we ſhould be requited, with diſheriſion, 
and disfranchiſement, for our filial affection and ſervices. This is a new and 
ſtrange method of rewarding, which, perhaps, may be commenſurate to 
the ſagacity of a B— te, B-dfo--d and Gr—le, who will be had in remem- 
brance by Americans, as an abommation, execration and curſe; at leaſt as 
long as theſe meaſures continue. . 

But is this treatment tender, juſt, or politick! It has already had an 
amazing effect, on the minds of many thouſands ; and doubtleſs will have a 
worſe, if continued. May not Great Britain, want Aſſiſtances from Ame- 
ricans, as they have heretofore done? But to impoveriſh them; to alienate 
their affections ; to deſtroy their confidence, and puniſh their loyalty with 
diſheriſion-—-Is this the way to have them ?- --Suppoſe the moſt urgent oc- 
_ cafions; and ſuppoſe Mr. Prrr (next to the King in the heart of Ameri- 
cans) to be replaced in his office, and to uſe all his eloquence, can any man 
of ſenſe imagine that men or monies can be freely raiſed in the American 
colonies, without a reverſion of theſe meaſures, and a reſtoration of their 
privileges ? | 

Let us alſo inquire---Do not theſe meaſures tend to ruin the mutual 
affection and good harmony that has been between the inhabitants of 
Great-Britain & America? If they perſiſt in it, they have a fight to lay on 
Americans very unequal burthens, in point of trade; and alſo have a right 
to lay on Americans internal taxes (te eaſe themſelves) in what manner 
and meaſures they pleaſe; and that they have a right to place over us, at 
our expence,---and for us to ſupport,--as many placemen and taſkmaſters as 
they ſee fit; if there muſt be one rule of trial for them, and another kind of 
court and manner of trial for the A--ri--ns---at the election of * 
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informers :---In ſhort, if they claim a ſovereign power to ſuſpend or take 
away our privileges at pleaſure---or fix the terms of « our enjoyment of them 
upon what conditions they pleaſe ; (perhaps the next a Land Tax, or ſome; 
eccleſiaſtical teft of communion, but whether with the church of England--- 
or Scotland---or of Rome, to be determined by the affection of the M—r 
or M—y—) if they muſt be abſolute maſters, and we wretched flaves, who, 
may neither buy nor ſell nor have any legal ſecurities or remedies, of de- 
fence of Life, Liberty, and Property, but upon their terms, to be newly. 
tixed for us as oft as they ſee fit! Good God ! Where is the conſtitution ;--- 
What a flender tenure this, for Engliſhmen to hold all their privileges by! 
Or where the ſolid foundation of that good affection, and harmony, which 
has heretofore ſo happily ſubſiſted between the ſeveral parts of the Britiſh 
empire, in England and America? 
As the Reſult of all, Do not theſe meaſures tend to a very fatal Civil 
War? I hope, in the mercy of God, things may never be puſhed to this 
bloody! this dreadful iſſue ! which muſt be attended with infinite ill-con- 
ſequences to the Mother Country and Colonies ; and conſidering the advan- 
tage, France and Spain would certainly make of ſuch a criſis ; could ſcarce 
fail of ending in the ruin of England and America. | 
But for the tendency of thefe meaſures let the reader judge. If they are 
purſued, I take it for certain, the Americans (every way prevented of ſup- 
plies by Trade) have not, and cannot have money enough but a ſhort time 
to pay theſe Taxes with their other Debts and neceſſary charges of govern- 
ment. And what muſt be the conſequence ? but their lands, the dear patri- 
mony of their fathers---ſettled with great expence, difficulty and hazard ; 
and manur'd with equal toil, for want thereof, muſt paſs to taſkmaſters here, 
or to the men of eaſe and wealth in Britain, who have ſchemed them away 
for nought. And is this a ſmall evil in the eye of A--ri--ns---or in 
the ſight of the juſt and eternal judge ?—And can the people bear it ?--- 
Is it not vanity to expect it, till they have loſt the memory of their dear fa- 
thers---are loſt to their own intereſt, and in their affection to their poſterity ? 
In ſhort---never till they have loſt the Britiſh ſpirit—are ſcandals to the Eng- 
liſh name—and deſerve to wear an eternal chain. Or view it another way, 
Suppoſe human nature the ſame as in foregoing ages---and that like cauſe 
will have like effects--and what the probable conſequence ? What were the 
grievances that have cauſed the moſt terrible civil wars, and rivers of blood 
in England? Was it not the ſuperceeding and trampling upon their liber- 
ties, which have been held by common law--- time immemorial; and after- 
wards confirmed in the Norman way, under hand and ſeal by charter from 
Henry Ift.---and afterwards by King John; and particularly ſovereign 
judgements and executions without a trial by their peers---that were chief 
cauſes of the Baron wars---that made thoſe noble patrons of liberty aſſo- 
ciate, ſhed their blood, and ſwear by him that lives for ever and ever--- 
that they would part with their ſubſtance, and life itſelf, before they would 
part with . theſe liberties? Was not the raifing taxes by ſhip money, &c. 
without the conſent of the good people of England who were to pay them, 
and arbitrary courts of trial, contrary to the rights of Engliſhmen and the 
common uſages of the land, principal grievances and cauſes of the civil war 
in the reign of Charles I? Were not the unconſtitutional arbitrary courts 
erected, contrary to the Engliſh liberty, and uſages of the nation ; corruption. 
of trials by pack'd juries; the arbitrary taking away and trampling upon 
the privileges of royal charters, and the refuſing to hear petitions and 922 
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dreſs prievances---arbitrary ſuſpenſe of laws and executions legally obtained; 
among the principal civil grievances in the reign of James II. which cauſed 
the glorious revolution? For which the nation needed and inexpreſſibly joyed 
in a deliverer. If A--ri--ns apprehend their grievances ſimilar to ſome of 
theſe, which have produced ſuch prodigious ſcenes in the nation; are we 
ſure-they.will never call to mind revolution principles taken from the great 
Selden, and the beſt writers of the Enghſh nation? ſuch as, Where there 
cis A Tight there is a remedy. And the uſages of the nation is the law of 
« the nation, as much as the uſages of parhament is the law of parlia- 
„ment. And the law of ſelf-preſervation takes place of all the laws of 
« compact when they come into competition, &c.” And can we be ſure 
they will have no effect ? Indeed if their uneafineſs was only a ſudden heat 
of paſſion ; from the novelty of the tax, it might iſſue and die in ſome tran- 
ſient tumults only; but if it proceeds from a deliberate apprehenſion that 
their moſt important civil liberties are deeply affected: and this uneaſineſs is 
increaſed, and more deep rooted, the more attentively it is conſidered; (as 
is now the caſe in fact) then the ill effect is like to be great and laſting; and 
to- increaſe (and not abate) by length of time as the weight of theſe meaſures 
will be more painfully felt. * . 
And what makes the matter worſe, is, the zealous, ſcribbling advocates 
for theſe meaſures ſeem to be councellors of Rehoboam's ſtamp; inſtead of 
hearing the cries, and redreſſing the grievances of a moſt loyal and injured 
people, they are (his counſellors like) for adding burthen upon burthen, 
till they make the little finger of his preſent Majeſty, a thouſand times 
heavier than the loins of his good grand-father, and would bind all faſt 
with a military chain. But where do ſuch councils tend? How their's ended 
in Iſrael— In ſuch a revolt and wide breach as could never be healed, is 
well known. How this will end, time muſt diſcover. If in a ſimilar event 
(which is not impoſſible to the providence of God, nor more improbable 
to Britons than five years ago, this ſtamp act was to Americans) the loſs of 
two millions of the beſt affected ſubjects; and one third, ſome ſay one half 
of the profits of the national trade, muſt be no ſmall weakening to the 
moſt flouriſhing kingdom in the world. In fine, ſuch are the nature and 
number of the evils apprehended, as I ſhould think ſufficient to awaken us 
to an engaged attention to our caſe; to convince us of the neceſſity of a 
general congreſs, and excite the other governments, from every principle of 
| love and loyalty to our gracious King; to the Britiſh parliament; to the 
intereſt of the nation and of the colonies---to uſe their utmoſt efforts, in 
lawful conſtitutional meaſures to avert theſe evils, and for the repeal of this 
Stamp Act. | a ns 

The reaſons aſſigned for theſe extraordinary meaſures, are far from ſatiſ- 
factory. Tis hard to find the real occaſions of ſtate ; and hence the rea- 
ſons given by their ſycophant writers, are ſo various, weak and inconſiſtent. 
The general reaſon is the better protecting and ſecuring of the American 
««..colomes.” This is very ambiguous. —Have not a free people a right to 
know to what purpoſe their monies are to be applied? May we not aſk 
what protection is meant; is it paſt---or future—or preſent ? Some are for 
looking back, and ſay, tis reaſonable we ſhould contribute to diminiſh the 
-vaſt national debt; but we know how it has aroſe—by what immenſe ſums 
ſunk in the ocean—Germany—in which Americans have no more concern 
than Eaſt Indiamen. And is there any -refunding from Germany ?—We 
know what enormous ſums are annually expended—1in ſupport of numerous 
9 : idle 
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idle officers and place men in Great Britain, which muſt always keep the 
nation low ; but they are not of American appointment or good will; no, 
we have long pitied our fellow ſubjects in Britain under theſe heavy bur- 
thens; when we never thought they would attempt to ſaddle our backs with 
them: I hope theſe: are not to be. charged to American protection. When 
our forefathers' were few and poor, and incompaſſed with innumerable 'ene- 
mies, they greatly needed help and protection ; yet then, there was no ſuch 


concern and buſtle about it; no, they were left unaſſiſted to their vwn ef- 


forts, and the protection of their God. And no wonder, there was no 
money immediately to be got by 1t----But now we are numerous and Ca- 


nada and our enemies are ſubdued---ſcarce an enemy dare lift up his head 


in all the land---now hungry place men, and thoſe who would be ſuch, 
make a mighty buſtle about our better proteCtion---and we muſt be heavily 
taxed,” and an hundred thouſand pound annually raiſed and ſent over to the 
Exchequer for the purpoſe---and by the way, many thouſands of it to go 
into the pockets of. placemen and Stamp Officers of different elaſſes; and is 
not this kind in them? But what ſpecial protection have we ever had, ex- 
cept in the two laſt wars, in which, with great gratitude, we acknowledge 
the favor of our gracious King, and the Britiſh parhament ; but are of opi- 
nion, as to the firſt, that the taking of Cape Breton for the crown and 


realm, was more than a ballance for that and all foregomg protections. 


And as to the laſt, - we were our full proportion, according to our ability, 
which might bring us off clear : 1f not---we aſſiſted, and did our part, ac- 
cording to what was required, till Canada and the Havannah were con- 
quered; and the whole profits of theſe grants and rich conqueſts have gone 
to Great-Britain, and not a farthing to theſe colonies. Yea more, has not 
Great Britain, in fact, received an indemnification for the expences of the 
laſt war, while Americans have received none ? Has not the vaſt territor 

of Canada, Louiſiana and Florida been added to Great Britam ? By what 
right? They had no prior claim to either. Upon what conſideration was 


| it ceeded to them? but as an indemnification for the charges of the war; 


and this indemnification. received, is our diſcharge. When they have once 
received it, to require it of Americans over again, is ſuch cruety and op- 
preſſion as we are ſure a righteous parhament would never practice; and 
none but greedy ha'f-thinking politicians would ever think of. Or ſup- 
poſing any remainder----we think they ought to look to the ſigners of the 
peace, -who had enough in their hands for it; and not diſtreſs the poor 
Americans. To leave us to pay our own heavy debts for the war, and 


yet pay part of their's, looks as unjuſt as for Britiſn merchants to oblige the 


American merchants to pay their own debts and part of theirs---when the 


former are a thouſand times more able: or if there was a demand, we. ſhould 
think it ought to be a certain ſum, from which, when paid, we might be 
fully diſcharged; and not we and our poſterity be ſubject to heavy, per- 
petual and endleſs taxes, for ſome ſuppoſed but unknown-arrear---which no 


ſuch pretence can ever juſtify. 


Or is this protection future? The expreſſions of the act feenrto look this 
way. But what protection of this kind do we want more than the inha- 
bitants of Great Britain ? Or why we ſo heavily taxed to fill the Exchequer, 
and they not a farthing raiſed for this purpoſe |—Is this equal? Why this 
diſtinction? Or what tendency has this meaſure to our better protection? 


Do we not need our monies (even more than the Britiſh ſubjects) for trade, 


that we may lay up ſomething for our protection? All we have 1s far ow 
da {at- 


| ſtanding army for ſuch Purpoſes in a time of peace, is moſt con 
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a ſufficient medium for trade, and upon that account can't pay the Britiſh 
merchants the large ſums we owe them. We are very far from a ſufficient 


medium for a time a war; and hence the large paper emiſſions we are ob- 
liged to emit upon all ſuch occaſions. Let us now ſuppoſe the little ſilver 
and gold we have is drawn home by taxes, we are . mo- 
nies above three thouſand leagues diſtant, and hoarded up out of our power 
ever to command ; is our protection and ſecurity againſt an invaſion, better 
in this fituation, than with our monies and all the profits of them in our 
own hands? Or will it not throw us into a ſtate of the. greateſt inſecurity, 


and expoſe us to be an eaſy prey to any inſlaving power that may invade 


us? And if it be the baſe deſign of any in the M——y to reduce us to 
ſuch a weak, helpleſs, wretched ſtate, that they may make us a prey, we owe 


them no thanks for it. 


Or is it for preſent exigencies of ſtate? Here again we have a wild chace, 
to find a real occaſion of ſtate for theſe heavy taxes. Some tell us they are 


needed to augment the ſalaries of Governors, & Judges, &c. But ſuch a 
tax for ſuch purpoſe—is ſuch groſs ſtupidity and - ſuperlative nonſenſe, as re- 


- quires no anſwer; tis added to ſupport courts of Vice-Admiralty, &c. 


with eight hundred pounds falary----Indeed we know that ſeveral thouſands 
of it is to go to ſupport arbitrary courts of Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty 
and a numerous tribe of Stamp-Officers and Taſkmaſters, all as here em- 
loyed, we eſteem a dead weight _ an honeſt, induſtrious community. 
Bus is this our better protection? If it muſt paſs by any other than its pro- 
per name, it may be called M---ſt--] Policy, or National Thrift, or any 
thing elſe ;- but to paſs it off for better ſecurity and protection, does it not 
carry a direct inſult upon the underſtandings of Britons and Americans ?— 
'Tis added---to ſupport fifteen thouſand regular troops, to be diſperſed thro' 
the Amencan governments, to awe and keep them in order, and make them 
to ſubmit to theſe taxcb, &c.---But do not ſuch ſycophants know that a 
to 

the ſpirit of the Britiſh conſtitution ? That it is moſt ns he the 
liberties of a free people; that Rome---France, and many others---loſt 
their liberties by it. Have they forgot how it alarmed our nation, and the 


effects of it in the reigns of Charles the 1ſt, and James the ad? May not ſuch 


prepoſterous officious impolicy ſend us a Cæſar, to break off our connection 
to Great Britain, and ſet up as a protector of the liberties of the colonies ? 
Or may it not plunge us here and at home, into a bloody civil war; the 


damage of which to the nation, an hundred thouſand hireling ſcribblers could 
not countervail ? When they ſpeak of theſe dreadful meaſures with ſuch a 
bloody guſt and reliſh, we could with them to remember the. fable of the 


Frogs, What is Sport to them is Death to us: For the. moment but 


_— 300 Regulars are impoſed upon Americans for ſuch a purpoſe, our Liberty 1s 
_ 


{t---we are in fact under a military government, which is no govern- 


ment - tis horrid. tyranny, and one of the worſt fort---And who needs 


a moment to determine whether it is protection or deſtruction ſuch ſcribblers 


[To be continued.) 


» Boſton; 


(73) 


| lg Bolton, October 28. | 
WEDNESDAY laſt the Great and General Court or Aſſembly met here, 


according to Adjournment ; and on Friday the Houſe preſented the follow - 


ing Anſwer to his Excellency's Speech at the Opening of the Sellions, in- 
ſerted in this Paper the 3oth ult. 5 


May it pleaſe your EXCELLENCY, 


H E houſe of Repreſentatives have entered into a due conſideration of 

your ſpeech to both houſes at the opening of this ſeſſion ; and ſhoald 
have earlier communicated to your Excellency our ſentiments thereupon, had 
not the late ſudden and unexpected adjournment prevented it; 

We muſt confeſs, that after your Excellency had called us together in pur- 
ſuance of the unanimous advice of a very full council, we were in hopes you 
would have given the aſſembly time then to have conſidered the critical ſtate 
of the province, and determined what was proper to be done at fo difficult 
and dangerous a conjuncture. 

Your Excellency tells us, that the province ſeems to be upon the brink 
of a precipice ! A fight of its danger is then neceſſary for its preſervation. 
To deſpair of the common wealth, is a certain preſage of its fall: Your Ex- 
cellency may be aſſured, that the Repreſentatives of the people are awake to 
a ſenſe of its danger, and their utmoſt prudence will not be wanting to pre- 

vent its ruin. 

WE indeed cou'd not have thought that a weakneſs in the executive power 
of the province had been any part of our danger, had not your Excellenc 
made ſuch a declaration in your ſpeech : Certainly the General Aſſembly have 
done every thing incumbent on them ; and laws are already in being for the 
ſupport of his Majeſty's authority in the province: Your Excellency doth not 
point out to us any defect in thoſe laws ; and yet you are pleaſed to ſay, that 
the executive authority 1s much too weak : Surely you cannot mean, by calling 
the whole legiſlative in aid of the executive authority that any new and extra- 
ordinary kind of power ſhould by law be conſtituted, to oppoſe ſuch acts of 
violence as your Excellency may apprehend from a people ever remarkable 
for their loyalty and good order; tho” at preſent uneaſy and diſcontented. 
If then the laws of the province for the preſervation of his Majeſty's peace 
are already ſufficient, your Excellency we are very ſure need not to be told, 
to whoſe department it ſolely belongs to appoint a ſuitable number of ma- 
giſtrates to put thoſe laws in execution or remove them in cafe of failure of 
their duty herein. And we hope this important truſt will remain with fafety 
to the province where the conſtitution has lodged it. 

Your Excellency is | to tell us, that declarations have been made and 
ſtill ſubſiſt, that the act of parhament for granting Stamp Duties in the co- 
lonies, ſhall not be executed within this province. We know of no ſuch de- 
clarations—If any individuals of the people have declared an unwillingneſs 
to ſubject themſelves to the payment of the ſtamp duties, and chuſe rather to 
lay aſide all buſineſs than make uſe of the ſtamp'd papers, as we are not ac- 
countable for ſuch declarations, ſo neither can we ſee any thing criminal in 
them: This houſe has no authority to controul their choice in this matter: 
The act does not oblige them to make uſe of the papers; it only exacts 
the payment of certain duties for ſuch papers as they may incline to uſe : 
Such . may poſſibly have been made, and may ſtill ſubſiſt, very 
conſiſtently with the utmoſt reſpect to the King and parliament. 
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Your Excellency has thought proper to enumerate very minutely the in- 
conveniences that may ariſe from the ſtamp'd papers not being diſtributed 
among the people; with reſpect to ſome of which your love and concern for 
the province leads you to fear more for us than we do for -ourſelves. We 
cannot think your Excellency would willingly aggravate our dangers ; we are 
not in particular ſo alarmed as your Excellency feems to be, with the appre- 
henſion of the hand of violence being let looſe. Your Excellency, upon re- 
collection, will find that all papers relative to Crown matters are exempt from 


Stamps. The perſons of his Majeſty's good ſubjects will ſtill remain ſecure + 


from injury: That ſpirit which your Excellency tells us attacks reputations 
and pulls down houſcs, will yet be curbed by the Law. The eſtates of the 
— will remain guarded from theft or open violence. There will be no 
danger of force of arms becoming the only governing power. Nor ſhall we 
realize what your Excellency is pleaſed to call a ſtate of general outlawry. 
This we think neceſſary to be obſerved, without a particular conſideration of 


all the conſequences which your Excellency fears, to prevent, if poſſible, any 


wrong impreſſions from fixing in the minds of ill diſpoſed perſons, or remove 
them if already fixed. | Pe 

You are pleaſed to ſay, that the Stamp-Act is an act of parliament, and 
as ſuch ought to be obſerved. This Houſe, Sir, has too great a reverence 
for the ſupreme legiſlature of the nation, to queſtion its juſt authority: It 
by no means appertains to us to preſume to adjuſt the boundaries of the 
power of parliament; but boundaries there undoubtedly are. We hope we 
may without offence, put your Excellency in mind of that moſt grievous ſen- 
tence of excommunication ſolemnly denounced by the church in the name of 
the ſacred Trinity, in the preſence of King Henry the Third, and the eſtates 


of the realm, againſt all thoſe who ſhould make ſtatutes, or obferve them 


being made contrary to the liberties of Magna Charta.—We are ready to 
think that thoſe zealous advocates for the conſtitution uſually compared their 
acts of parliament with Magna Charta; and if it ever happened that ſuch 
acts were made as infringed upon the rights of that charter, they were al- 
ways repealed. We have the ſame confidence in the rectitude of the pre- 
ſent parliament ; and therefore cannot but be ſurprized at an intimation in 
your ſpeech, that they will require a ſubmiſſion to an act as a preliminary to 
their granting relief from the unconſtitutional burdens of it; which we ap- 
prehend includes a ſuggeſtion in it far from your Excellency's deſign, and 
ſuppoſes ſuch a wanton exerciſe of mere arbitrary power, as ought never to 
be Mumie of the patrons of liberty and juſtice. 

FURTHERMORE, your Excellency tells us that the right of the parliament 
to make laws for the American colonies remains indiſputable in Meſiminſter: 
Without contending this point, we beg leave juſt to obſerve that the char- 
ter of this province inveſts the General Aſſembly with the power of making 
laws for 1ts internal government and taxation ; and that this charter has ne- 
ver yet been forfeited. The parhament has a right to make all laws with- 
in the limits of their own conſtitution ; they claim no more: Your Excel- 
lency will acknowledge that there are certain original inherent rights belong- 
ing to the people, which the parliament itfelf cannot diveſt them of, confiſt- 


ent with their own conſtitution: among theſe is the right of repreſentation- 


in the ſame body which exerciſes the .power of taxation. There is a neceſ- 


ſity that the ſubjects of America ſhould exerciſe this power within themſelves, . 


otherwiſe they can have no ſhare in that moſt effential right, for they are not 
repreſented in parliament, and indeed we think it impracticable. Your Ex- 
lency's 
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lency's aſſertion leads us to think that you are of a different mind with re- 
gard to this very material point, and that you ſuppoſe we are re preſented : 
but the ſenſe of the nation itſelf ſeems always to have been otherwiſe. The 
right of the colonies to make their own laws and tax themſelves, has been 
never that we know of queſtioned ; but has been conſtantly recognized by 
the King and Parliament. The very ſuppoſition that the parliament, though 
the ſupreme power over the ſubjects of Britain univerſally, ſhould yet con- 
ceive of a defpotic power within themſelves, would be moſt diftt pectful : 
And we leave it to your Excellency's conſideration, whether to ſuppoſe an 


indiſputable right in any government, to tax the ſubjects without their con- 
ſent, does not include the idea of ſuch a power. 


May it pleaſe your EXCELLENCY. 


OuR duty to the King, who holds the rights of all his ſubjects ſacred as 
his own prerogative ; and our love to our conſtituents and concern for their 
deareſt intereſts, conſtrain us to be explicit upon this very important occaſi- 
on. We beg that your Excellency would conſider the people of this province 
as having the ſtrongeſt affection for his Majeſty, under whoſe happy govern - | 
ment they have felt all the bleſſings of liberty: They have a warm ſenſe of 
the honour, freedom and independance of = ſubjects of a patriot King: 
They have a juſt value for thoſe ineſtimable rights which are derived to all 
men from nature, and are happily interwoven in the Britiſh conſtitution: 
They eſteem it ſacriledge for ,them ever to give them up ; and rather than 
loſe them, they would willingly part with every thing elſe. We deeply re- 
gret it, that the parliament has ſeen fit to paſs ſuch an act as the Stamp Act: 
We flatter ourſelves that the hardſhips of it will ſhortly appear to them in ſuch 
a point of light as ſhall induce them in their wiſdom to repeal it: In the 
mean time we muſt beg your Excellency to excuſe us from doing any thing 
to aſſiſt in the execution of it: Were we in order to avoid aſſertions to re- 
ſolve what we have to ſay on this head into mere queſtions, we ſhould with 
all humility aſk, Whether it would be poflible for us to add any weight to 
an act of that moſt auguſt body the parhament ? Whether it would not be 
conſtrued as arrogance and preſumption in us to attempt it ? Whether. your 
Exceliency can reaſonably expect that the houſe of repreſentatives ſhould be 
active in bringing a grievous burthen upon their conſtituents ? Such a con- 
duct in us would be to oppoſe the ſentiments of the people whom we repre- 
ſent, and the declared igſtruction of moſt of them. They complain that 
ſome of the moſt eſſential rights of magna charta, to which as Britiſh 
ſubjects they have an undoubted claim, are injured by it: That it wholly 
cancels the very conditions upon which our anceitors ſettled this country, 
and enlarged his Majefty's dominion, with much toil and blood, and 
at their ſole expence : That it is totally ſubverſive of the happicſt frame of 
ſubordinate, civil government expreſſed in our charter, which amply ſecures 
to the crown our allegiance, to the nation our connection, and to ourtelves 
the indefeaſible rights of Britons : That it tends to deftroy that mutual 
confidence and aftfection, as well as that equality which ought ever to ſubſiſt 
among all his Majeſty's ſubjects in his wide and extended empire: That it 
may be made uſe of as a precedent for their fellow-ſubjects in Britain for the 
future to demand of them what part of their eſtates they ſhall think proper, 
and the whole if they pleaſe : That it inveſts a ſingle judge of the admiralty, 
with a power to try and determine their property in controverſies arifing 
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BOSTON, October 28. 


WEDNESDAY laſt the Great and General Court or Aſſembly met here, ac- 
cording to Adjournment ; and on Friday the Houſe preſented the follow- 


ing Anſwer to his Excellency's Speech at the Opening of the Seſſions, in- 
ſerted in this Paper the. zoth ult. 


May it pleaſe your ExXCELLENCY, | 
HE houſe of Repreſentatives have entered into a due conſideration of 


pour ſpeech to both houles at the opening of this ſeſſion ; and ſhould 


| have earlier communicated to your Excellency our ſentiments thereupon, had 
not the late ſudden and a ge adjournment prevented it. 
Wr muſt confeſs, that after your Excellency had called us together in pur- 
ſuance of the unanimous advice of 'a very full council, we were in hopes you 
would have given the aſſembly time then to have conſidered the critical ſtate 


of the. province, and determined what was proper to be done at fo difficult 


and dangerous a conjuncture. ä | 

Your Excellency tells us, that the -province ſeems to be upon the brink 
of a precipice ! A fight of its danger is then neceſſary for its preſervation. 
To deſpair of the common wealth, is a certain preſage of its fall: Your Ex- 
cellency may be aſſured, that the Repreſentatives of the people are awake to 
a ſenſe of its danger, and their utmoſt prudence will not be wanting to pre- 
vent its ruin. | | 

Wr indeed cou'd not have thought that a weakneſs in the executive power 
of the province had been any part of our danger, had not your Excellency 
made ſuch a declaration in your ſpeech : Certainly the General Aſſembly have 
done every thing incumbent on them ; and laws are already in being 45 the 
ſupport of his Majeſty's authority in the province: Your Excellency doth not 


point out to us any defect in thoſe laws; and yet you are pleaſed to ſay, that 


the executive authority is much too weak : Surely you cannot mean, by calling 
the whole legiſlative in aid of the executive authority that any new and extra- 
ordinary kind of power ſhould by law be conſtituted, to oppoſe ſuch acts of 
violence as your Excellency may apprehend from a people ever remarkable 
for their loyalty and good order; tho' at preſent uneaſy and diſcontented. 
If then the laws of the province for the preſervation of his Majeſty's peace 
are already ſufficient, your Excellency we are very ſure need not to be told, 
to whoſe department it ſolely belongs to appoint a ſuitable number of ma- 
giſtrates to put thoſe laws in execution or remove them in caſe of failure of 
their duty herein. And we hope this important truſt will remain with ſafety 
to the province where the conſtitution has lodged it. 

Your Excellency is pleaſed to tell us, that declarations have been made and 
ſtill ſubſiſt, that the Act of parliament for granting Stamp Duties in the Co- 
lonies, ſhall not be executed within this province. We know of no ſuch de- 
clarations—If any individuals of the people have declared an unwillingneſs 
to ſubject themſelves to the payment of the ſtamp duties, and chuſe rather to 
lay aſide all buſineſs than make uſe of the ſtamp'd papers, as we are not ac- 


_ countable for ſuch declarations, ſo neither can we ſee any thing criminal in 


them: This houſe has no authority to controul their choice in this matter: 
| | The 
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The act does not oblige them to make uſe of the papers; it only exacts 
the payment af certain duties for ſuch papers as they may incline to ufe : 
Such declarations may poſſibly have been made, and may ſtill ſubſiſt, very 
conſiſtently with the utmoſt reipect to the King and parliament. 10 
_ Your Excellency has thought proper to enumerate very minutely the in- 
conveniences that may ariſe from the ſtamp d papers not being diſtributed 
among the people; with reſpect to ſome of which your love and concern for 
the province leads you to fear more for us than we do for ourſelves. We 
cannot think your Excellency would willingly aggravate our dangers ; we are 
not in particular fo alarmed as your Excellency ſeems to be, with the appre- 
henſion of the hand of violence being let looſe. Your Excellency, upon re- 
collection, will find that all papers relative to Crown matters are exempt from 
Stamps. The perſons of his Majeſty's good ſubjects will ſtill remain ſecure 
from injury: 'That ſpirit which your Excellency. tells us attacks reputations 
and pulls down houſes, will yet be curbed by the Law. The eſtates of the 
people will remain guarded from theft or open violence. There will be no 
danger of force of arms becoming the only governing power. Nor ſhall we 
reahze what your Excelleney is pleaſed to call a ſtate of general outlawry. 
This we think neceſſary to be obſerved, without a particular confideration of 
all the conſequences which your Excellency fears, to prevent, if poſſible, any 
wrong impreſſions from fixing in the minds of ill diſpoſed perſons, or remove 
them if already fixen. =" p Tropa gt! 
| . You are pleaſed to ſay, that the Stamp-Act is an act of parliament, and 
as ſuch ought to be obſerved. This Houle, Sir, has too great a reverence 
for the ſupreme legiſlature of the nation, to queſtion its juſt authority : It 
by no means appertains to us to preſume to adjuſt the boundaries of the 
power of parhament ; but boundaries there undoubtedly are. We hope we 
may. without offence, put your Excellency in mind of that moſt grievous ſen- 
tence of excommunication ſolemnly denounced by the church in the name of 
the ſacred Trinity, in the preſence of King Henry the Third, and the eſtates 
of the realm, againſt all thoſe who ſhould make ſtatutes, or obſerve them 
being made contrary to the, hberties of Magna Charta. We are ready to 
think that thoſe zealous advocates for the conſtitution uſually compared their 
acts of parliament with Magna Charta; and if it ever happened that ſuch 
acts were made as infringed upon the rights of that charter, they were al- 
ways repealed. We have the ſame confidence in the rectitude of the pre- 
ſent parliament; and therefore cannot but be ſurprized at an intimation in 
your ſpeech, that they will require a ſubmiſſion to an act as a preliminary to 
their granting relief from the unconſtitutional burdens of it; which we ap- 
prehend includes a ſuggeſtion in it far from your Excellency's deſign, and 
ſuppoſes ſuch a wanton exerciſe of mere arbitrary power, as ought never to 
be ſurmiſed af the patrons of liberty and juſtice. 

FURTHERMORE, your Excellency tells us that the right of the parliament 
to make laws for the American colonies remains indiſputable in Meſiminſter - 
Without contending this point, we beg leave juſt to obſerve that the char- 
ter of this province inveſts the General Aſſembly with the power of making 
laws for its internal government and taxation; and that this charter has ne- 
ver yet been forfeited. The parliament has a right to make all laws with- 
in the limits of their own conſtitution ; they claim no more: Your Excel- 

lency will acknowledge that there are certain original inherent rights belong- 
ing to the people, which the parliament itſelf cannot diveſt them of, conſiſt- 
ent with their own conſtitution : among theſe is the right of. repreſentation 
| U in 
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in the ſame body which exereiſes the power of taxation. There is a necef- 
ſity that the ſubjects of America ſnould exerciſe this power within themſelves, 


otherwiſe they can have no ſhare in that moſt eſſential right, for they are not 
repreſented in parliament, and indeed we think it impracticable. Y, 
lency's aſſertion leads us to think that you are of a different mind with re- 

d to this very material point, and that you ſuppoſe we are repreſented : 
but the ſenſe of the nation itſelf ſeems always to have been otherwiſe. The 
right of the colonies to make their own laws and tax themſelves, has been 
never that we know of queſtioned ; but has been conſtantly recognized by 
the King and Parliament. The very ſuppoſition that the pci ide, though 
the ſupreme power over the ſubjects of Britain univerſally, ſhould yet con- 
ceive of a deſpotic power within themſelves, would be moſt diſreſpectful: 
And we leave it to your Excellency's conſideration, whether to ſuppoſe an 
indiſputable right in — government, to tax the ſubjects without then. con- 
ſent, does not include the idea of ſuch a power 

May it pleaſe un EXCELLENCY, 
On duty to 

his own prerogative ; and -our love to our conſtituents and concern for their 
deareſt intereſts, conſtrain us to be explicit upon this very important occaſi- 
on. We beg that your Excellency would conſider the people of this province 
as having the ſtrongeſt affection for his Majeſty, under whoſe happy govern- 
ment they have felt all the bleſſings of liberty: They have a warm ſenſe of 
the honor, freedom and independance of the ſubjects of a patriot King: 
They have a juſt value for thoſe ineſtimable rights which are derived to all 
men from nature, and are happily interwoven m the Britiſh conſtitution ; 
They eſteem it ſacriledge for them ever to give them up; and rather than 
loſe them, they would willingly part with every thing elſe. We deeply re- 
gret it, that the parliament has ſeen fit to paſs fuch an act as the Stamp Act: 
We flatter ourſelves that the hardſhips of it will ſhortly appear to them in ſuch 
a point of light as ſhall induce them in their wiſdom to repeal it: In the 
mean time we muſt beg your Excellency to excuſe us from doing any thing 
to aſſiſt in the execution of it: Were we in order to avoid aſſertions to re- 
ſolve what we have to ſay on this head into mere queſtions, we ſhould with 
all humility aſk, Whether it would be poſſible for us to add any weight to 
an act of that moſt auguſt body the parliament? Whether it would not be 
conſtrued as arrogance and preſumption' in us to attempt it ? Whether your 
Excellency can reaſonably expect that the houſe. of repreſentatives ſhould be 
active in bringing a grievous burthen upon their conſtituents ? Such a con- 
duct in us would be to oppoſe the ſentiments of the people whom we repre- 
ſent, and the declared inſtruction. of moſt of them. They complain that 
| ſome of the moſt eſſential rights of magna charta, to which as Britiſh 
ſubjects they have an undoubted claim, are injured by it: That it wholly 
cancels the very conditions upon which our anceſtors ſettled this country, 
and enlarged his Majeſty's dominion, with much toil and blood, and 
at their ſole expence : That it is totally ſubverſive of the happieſt frame of 
ſubordinate, civil government expreſſed in our charter, which amply ſecures 
to the crown our allegiance, to the nation our connection, and to ourſelves 
the indefeaſible rights of Britons: That it tends to deſtroy that mutual 
confidence and affection, as well as that equality which ought ever to ſubſiſt 
among all his Majeſty's ſubjects. in his wit and extended empire : That it 


may be made uſe of as a precedent for their fellow- ſubjects in Britain for the 


future 
b 


our Ex- 


e King, who holds the rights of all his ſubjects ſacred as 


re A. acts ee Q aw .-. im, vx con ac a ow a6 


© © a. 


<L- + 


P 


(79) 


future to demand of them what part of their eſtates they ſhall think proper, 
and the whole if they pleaſe: That it invetts a ſingle judge of the adni! ralty. 


with a power to try and determine” their property in controverſies ariſing” * 


from internal concerns, without # fury, contrary! to the very expteſſion of 
magna charta ; that no freeman ſhall be amerced, but by the oath of good 
and lawful men of the vicinage ; that it even puts it in the power of an 
informer to carry a ſuppoſed offender more than a thouſand miles for 
triat; and what is the wort of all evils, it his Majeſty's American ſubjects 
are not to be governed, according to the known ſtated rules of the conſti- 
tution, as thoſe in Britain are, it is greatly to be feared that their minds 
may in time become difatfected ; which we cannot even entertain the moſt 
diſtant thought of without the greateſt abhorrence.—We are truly forry that 
your Exellency has never made it a part of your buſineſs to form any judg- 
ment of this act; eſpecially as you have long known what uneaſineſs the moſt 
diſtant proſpect of it gave to his Majelty's good ſubjects in America, and of 
this province of which you are ſubitituted to be the head and father; had 
your Excellency thought it proper to have ſealonably entered into a diſquiſition 
of the policy of it, you would, we doubt not, have ſeen that the people's 
fears were not without good foundation; and the love and concern which vou 
rofeſs to have for them, as well as your duty to his Majeſty, whole faithful 
ſubjects they are, might have been the molt powerful motives to your Ex- 
cellency to have exprened your ſentiments of it early enough to thoie whoſe 
influence brought 1t into being. bi 0 
We cannot help expreſſing our great un eaſineſs, that after mentioning ſome 
violences committed in the town of Boſton, your Excellency ſhould atk this 
houſe, whether ſuch proceedings are conſiſtent with the dutiful, humble and 
loyal repreſentations which we propoſe thould be made : We are ſure your 
Exce:lency will not exprelly charge us with encouraging the late diſturbances ; 
and yet to our unſpeakable ſurprize and aſtoniihment, we can't but ſee, that 
by tair implication it may be argued from the manner of expreſſion, that an 
odium was intended to be thrown on the province. We inherit from our 
anceſtors the higheſt reliih for civil liberty, but we hope never to ſee the 
time when it ſhall be expedient to contenance any methods for its preſer- 
vation but ſuch as are legal and regular. When our facred rights are in- 
fringed, we feel the grievance ; but we underſtand the nature of our happy 
conſtitution too well, and entertain too high an opinion of the virtue and 
juſtice of the ſupreme legiſlature, to encourage any means of redreſſing it, 
but what are juſtifiable by the conſtitution. We muſt therefore conſider it 
as unkind for your Excellency to caſt ſuch a reflection on a province whoſe 
unſhaken loyalty and indiſſoluble attachment to his Majeſty's moſt facred 
perſon and government was never before called in queſtion, and we hope in 
God never will again. We ſhould rather have thought your Excellency 
would have expreſſed your ſatisfaction in preſiding over ſo loyal a people who' 


in that part of the government where the violences were committed, before 


there was time for them to be ſupported by the arm of civil power, and 
even while the ſupreme magiſtrate was abſent, by their own motion raiſed 
a ſpirit and diffufed it through all ranks, ſucceſsfully to interpoſe and put a 
| ſtop to ſuch dangerous proceedings. . _ | | 3 


Your Excellency is pleaſed to recommend a compenſation to be made to 
the ſufferers by the late diſturbances :—We highly diſapprove of the acts of 
violence which have been committed; yet till we are convinced that to com- 
ply with what your Excellency recommends, will not tend to encourage ſuch 


outrages 
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outrages in time to come, and till ſome good reaſon can oe aſſigned why the 
loſſes thoſe gentlemen have ſuſtained ſhquid* be made good, rather than any 
dainage which other perſons on any different occaſions might happen to ſuffer, 
we are perſuaded we ſhall not ſee our way clear to arder fuch a compenſation 
to be made. Ve are greatly, at a loſs to know who has any right to re- 


quirę this of us, if we 
being an act of juſtice which concerns the credit of the government. We 
cannot conceive hy it ſhould be called an act of juſtice, rather than gencro- 
ſity, unleſs your Excellency ſuppoſes a crime e by a few duale. 
chargeable upon a whole community. 

Wr are very ſorry that your Excellency ſhould think it needful to-intimate 
that any endeavours have been, and may be uſed, to leſſen your credit with 
this houſe. Your Excellency cannot — be ſenſible that when the popular 


pulſe beats high for privileges, it is no unuſual thing for a . e to be 


raiſed againſt gentlemen of character and eminence. We can affure you that 
our 24 monty of men, pig + wi thoſe in high ſtations, is always founded 
upon our experience and obſervation. While your Excellency is pleaſed to 


make your duty to our moſt gracious ; Sovereign; and a tender regard to 


the intereſt of his ſubjects of this province, the rule of your adminiſtration, 
you may rely upon the readieſt aſſiſtance that this houſe ' ſhall be able to 
afford you. And you will have our heſt wiſhes that you may have wiſdom, 


to ſtrike out ſuch a path of conduct, as, while it ſecures to you the ſmiles. 
of your royal maſter, will at the lame time conciliate the love of a free and. 


loyal people. 
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the following Draft, which had been laid on the Table was s particularly, 
onfidered, and thereupon Voted. 


Whereas the juſt Rights of His Majeſty 8 Subj ects of this Province, derived 


to them from the Brit Conſtitution, as well as the Royal Charter, have been 


lately drawn, into Queſtion : In order to aſcertain the ſame, this Houſe do 


UNANIMOUSLY come into the following Reſolves. 
1. Ręſolved, That there are certain eſſential Rights of the Britiſh Conſti- 


eatzoil of Government which are founded in the Law of God and Nature, 


and are the common Rights of Mankind----Therefore 
2. Reſolved, That the Inhabitants of this Province are unalienably entitled 


to thoſe eſſential Rights in common with. all Men: And that no Law of So- 
ciety can, conſiſtent with the Law of God and Nature, diveſt them of thoſe 


Rights. 

T Ręſolved, That no Man can ;uſtly take the Property of another with- 
out his Conſent : And that upon ibis original Principle the Ri Ain of Repre- 
ſentation in the ſame Body, which exerciſes the Power of making Laws for 
levying Taxes, which is one of the main Pillars of the Britiſh Conſtitution, 
1s evidently founded. 

4. Refatved, That os [7 TRIO, Right, together with all other eſſential 
Rights, Liberties, Privileges and Immunities, of the People of Great Britain, 
have been fully confirme to them by * C we, and by former and later 
Acts of Parliament. 
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d differ from your Excelleney in point of its 
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5. Reſolved, That His Majeſty's Subjects in America, are in Reaſon and 
common Senſe, entitled to the ſame Extent of Libe. ty, with His Majeſty” 8 
Subjects in Britain. 

6. Reſolved, I hat by the Declaration of the Royal Charter of this Pro- 
vince, the Inhabitants are entitled to all the Rights, Liberties, and Immuni- - 
ties of free and natural Subjects of Great Britain, to all Intents, Purpoſes 
and Conſtructions whatever. 

7. Rgiolued, That the Inhabitants of this Province appear to be intitled 
to all the Rights aforementioned, by an Act of Parliament 1 3th of GEO. ad. 
8. Reſolved, That thoſe Rights do belong to the Inhabitants of this Pro- 
- vince, upon Principles of coin men Jigſtice; their Anceſtors, having ſettled this 

Country at their /o/e Expence ; and their Poſterity, having conſtantly _— 
proved themſelves moſt loyal and faithful Subjects of Great Britain. 
9. Refolved, That every Individual in the Colonies, is as advantageous to 
Great Brien, as if he were in Great Britain, and held to pay his full 
Proportion of Taxes there : And as the Inhabitants of this Province pay 
their full Proportion of Taxes, for the Support of His Majefty's Govern- 

ment here, it is unreaſonable for them to be called upon, to Pay any Par t of 
uy Charges of the Government here. | 

o. Reſolved, That the Inhabitants of this Province are not, and never 
hat been, repreſented 1 in the Parliament of Great Britain: And that ſuch a 
Repreſentation here, as the Subjects in Britain do actually and rightfully 
enjoy, is inpracticable for the Subjects. in America : And further, That in 
the Opinion of this Houſe, the ſeveral ſubordinate Powers of Legiſlation in 
* were conſtituted, upon the Apprehenſions of this mpratticability. 
EKegſoalved, That the only Method, whereby the conſtitutional Rights 

of the Subjects of this Province can be ſecure, conſiſtent with a Subordina- 
tion to the ſupreme Power of Great Britain, is by. the continued Exerciſe 
of ſuch Powers of Government as are granted in the Royal Charter, and a 
firm Adherence to the Privileges of the ſame.” 

12. Reſolved, as a juſt Concluſion from ſome of the foregoing Reſolves, 
That all Acts made, by any Power whatever, other than the General Aſſem- 
bly of this Province, impoſing Taxes on the Inhabitants; are Infringements 

of our inherent.and unalienable Rights as Men and Britiſh Subjects: and render 
void the moſt valuable Declarations of our Charter. 

13. Ręſolved, That the Extenſion of the Powers of the Court of Admi- 
ralty within this Province, is a moſt violent Infraction of the Right of Frials 
by Juries.—A Right, which this Houſe upon the Principles of their Briti/h 
Anceſtors, hold moſt dear and ſacred it being the only Security of the Lives, 
Liberties and Properties of his Majeſty's Subjects here. | 

14. Reſolued, That this Houſe owe the ſtricdeſt Allegiance to His Moſt 
Sacred Majeſty. King GEORGE the Third: That: they have the greateit 

Veneration for the Parliament: And that they will; after the Example of 40 
their Predeceſſors, from the Settlement of this- Country, exert themſelves to 
their utmoſt in ſupporting his Majeſty's Authority in the Province,---in pro- 

moting the true — of his Subjects: and in enlarging the Extent of 
his Dominion. 
Ordered, That all the foregoing Reſolves be kept in the Records . * this 


Houſe; that a juſt Senſe of Liberty, and the firm Sentiments of Loyalty 
may be tranſuutted to Poſterity. WE | 
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ExTRacTs from the Baſlon Gazette and Country Journal of 
| BE Monday, November 4, 1705. 


. - Meſſieurs Epzs and G11T, | Too 
AVE for a long time been content to be an humble reader of your Spe- 
culations, and have filently admired - the moſt cogent arguments which 
our Paper has afforded againſt the Stamp Act: I don't remember that 1 
have ſeen any thing in favour of it, but His E-—y's late Speech, and to 
my great mortification, that has been ay” anſwered by the honorable Houſe 
of Repreſentatives : I ſhould have been glad to have ſeen the meaſures which 
have been promoted by that moſt able miniſter Mr..G—n—lle, vindicated ; 
for I am ſure from the opinion which I have adopted of the idem and in- 
tegrity of ſo great a ſtateſman & e- there are ſome things to be ſaid of 
his meaſures which have eſcaped the notice of your correſpondents. Ah 
can't but think if they had not been under the power. of prejudice, they 
would have mentioned a few things which have already taken effect in con- 
ſequence of the ever to be admired act. Has it not awakened thouſands, 
may I not ſay millions, to a ſenſe of the importance of ſecuring their right 
dl privileges which in the way we were in, we might have been wheedled 
out of, by the artful inſinuations of men in power, and the canting, cringing, 
ſmiling, hypocritical management of their underſtrappers, tools & ſycophants ? 
Has it not been the means of untwiſting the Gordian knot which might have 
required the ſword of an Alexander to cut; and broken the chain of con- 
nection, which was every year growing more formidable, and in time might 
have circumſcrib'd and bound a whole continent faſt ? Do not the people now 
ſee the concatination of cauſes and effects, which have bro't on a convul/ion 
in America, not to compleat, but to. prevent its ruin by ſlow degrees? Has 
it not taught us that it is in vain, any longer, to look for help, to the flatter- 
ing, ſoothing dependents and ſlaves of corrupt and arbitrary miniſters ; but 
directly to the ſource of all goodneſs under heaven, the throne ? Has it not 
led the people of the colonies to unite their applications to the wiſeſt and 
| moſt auguſt body on earth, the parhament ; and put it in our power or ra- 
ther ſpirited us to make ſuch dutiful and humble repreſentations” there, as 
may well make thoſe unrelenting tyrants, wha for ſordid gain, would have abus d 
their ſuperiors, to tremble? When I mention tyrants, I mean thoſe who have 
long practiſed: methods of ſubduing the ſpirits of a manly and generous peo- 
ple, by art; tho' ſome of them it is thought would not have ſcrupled to have 
tried the ſeverer method of arms ? - Rejoice then my (countrymen, that the 
Stamp Act, even the STAMP ACT was ever thought of—yet Toucn Nor, 
HANDLE NOT THE PAPERS: You have no need to have recourſe to violent 
methods any longer—The channel is now open to the ear & heart of the 
beſt of KINOS: Rely upon it, Hz will hear you, and his PARLIAMENT 
will enable him to redreſs you—Let every one ſtudy to be quiet, and do his 
- own buſineſs, as far as the circumſtances of things will allow—Wait the Event 
The happy time of * draws nigh—You have nothing to do now, 

e 


but to look down upon thoſe, who would fain have been your domineering 
maſters, with pity and Gontempt. . n 
— ..,] "BRIPANNUS'AMERICANUS, 
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BOSTON, November 4. 


We are well aſſured that the late General Congreſs unanimoufly agreed on a 
Declaration of their Opinion of the Kights of the Britiſh Coloniſis, and of the 
Grievances under which they labor. This Declaration 1s in ſubſtance the ſame 
with the Reſolves of the ſeveral Aſen blies. Dutiſul and loyal Petitions to his 
Majeſty and both Houſes of Parliament were alſo agreed on and forwarded to 
Great Britain. It was alſo agreed earneſtly to recommend it to the ſeveral A 


ſemblies to appoint ſpectal Agents for ſoliciting Relief from their preſent Griev- 


ances, and to unite their utmoſt Intereſt and Endeavours for that Purpoſe ; and 
that the Proceedings of the Congreſs ſhould not be printed, till there be Oppor- 


tunity to prefent the Petitions, great Indecency in that Reſpett having taken 


Place the laſt Year. On Friday the 25th ult. the Congreſs having executed their 
Commiſſion, the Gentlemen took a very affetlionate Leave of each other, and the 
fame Day moft of them ſet out from New York for their reſpective Colonies. 
On Friday laft, the Hon. James Otis, Ejq; one of the Commiſfioners for this 
Province arrived here, and the ſame Day reported the Proceedings of the Con- 
greſs to the Houſe, which were approved; and the Thanks of the Houſe unani- 
mouſly Voted to their Committee for their Service. The next Morning the Honſe 
voted to appoint a ſpecial Agent on this Occaſion ; and Tueſday next is the Time 
appointed to conſider whether a Perſon ſball te jent from hence, or a ſpecial Agent 
chojen in England. 1 | | 


. Notwithſtanding the Inſinuations of thoſe who would repreſent the Inha- 


bitants of this Town as Mobbiſh, it has no doubt given Pleaſure to the 


General Aſſembly now ſitting, to find it quite otherwiſe ; and that the ſpirited 
Endeavours of thoſe who would picture the Betrayers of their invaluable 
Liberties in a juſt and ridiculous View, are attended with the greateſt Order 
and Decorum. An Evidence of this we had laſt Friday, being the fatal 
Firſt of November. The Effigies of certain Perſons were exhibited upon the 
TREE OF LIBERTY, m the Morning, and in the Afternoon they were 
carried in ſolemn Proceſſion thro” the public Streets of the Town, and from 
thence to the Gallows ; and tho' there was perhaps a greater Concourſe of 
Perſons than ever was before at any Execution, the whole Ceremony was 
performed in the Light of the Sun, and not the leaſt Miſchief was done or 
attempted.—— We are well aſſured, and we have Reaſon to think, that the 
Inhabitants are ſatisfied in it, that if any Exhibitions are made, as uſual, on 
the 5th of the Month, the ſame unexceptionable Behaviour will be obſerved ; 
thoſe: true Sons of Liberty having agreed to unite as Brethren, in preventing 


Diſorders of every Kind, and in promoting the comMon Cavss. 

It is hoped and expected that a Parliamentary Enquiry will be made into 
the Conduct of one of the Members of the late Congreſs choſen in the like 
warm State of Things, who it is ſaid has not ſigned the Reſolves and Peti- 
tions, &c. of that reſpectable Body, and this for the Satisfaction of the good 
People of the Maſſachuſetts Ba 1 | 


The Governor of Maryland having deſired the Advice of the Aſſembly, 


with Reſpect to taking Care of the Stamped Paper, as the Officer appointed 
for that Purpoſe had gone off, they reply'd ; In anſwer to your Meſſage 
juſt now received, relative to the Stamp'd Paper, we ſhould think ourſelves 
extremely happy were we in Circumſtances to adviſe your Excellency on ſo 
new a Subject: But it being a Matter of Importance, and ſuch as we do not 
think gurſelves at Liberty to adviſe in, without the Inſtructions of _ Con- 

1tugents, 


88 
ſtituents, which we cannot now obtain, we hope your Excellency will think 
us excuſeable for declining to offer you anx Advice upon the Occaſion.“ 

Numbers who are knowing to the Character of a certain Gentleman from 
the Country, and the Influence he is under, look upon it, that had his Name 
been affix d to certain Writings, it would have given great Cauſe to ſuſpect 
eee 
Me hear that before the Choice of a late A- t every Member of a certain 
A——y was cloſeted by the G—. It is hoped that there will be no Hugger- 
mugger Work in the enfuing, but that all will be Truth and Day Light. 
_ © The Maryland Gazette, which ſome Time ſince complamed of” a violent 
cruel Kick, lingered till the roth Inſtant, and then expired in great Agony, 
aged 21 Years, uttering theſe Words: In (uncertain) Hopes of a Refurrec- 
tion to Life again.” 1 eee eee eee 
LAST FRIDAY being the Day the Stamp-Act was to take Place, the 
Public were not much alarmed or diſpleaſed at the Morning's being uther'd in 
by the Tolling of Bells in ſeveral Parts of the Town, and the Veſſels in the 
Harbour diſplaying their Colours half maſt high, in token of Mourning ; and 
tho' ſome previous Steps had been taken by Authority to prevent any Pagean- 
try, fearing leſt Tumult and Diſorder might be the Conſequence, yet the 
People were ſoon informed that the Great Tree at the South Part of the 
Ton * by the Name of the Tree of Liberty ever ſince the memorable 
 T4th'of Auguſt) was adorned with the Effigies of the two famous or rather 
infamous enemies of American Liberty, G—ge G—nv—e and Toby H 
The Figures continued ſuſpended without any Moleſtation till about 3 o'Clock 
in the Afternoon, when they were cut down in the View and amid the Ac- 
clamations of ſeveral Thouſand People of all Ranks, and being placed in-a 
Cart, were with great Solemnity and Order followed by the Multitude, form- 
ed into regular Ranks, to the Court Houſe, where the Aſſembly was then 
Sitting; from thence proceeding to the North End of the Town and then re- 
turning up Middle Street, they paſs d back thro the Town to the Gallows 
on the Neck, where the Effigies Were again hung up; and after continuing 
ſome Time were cut down, when the Populace, in token of their utmoſt 
Deteſtation of the Men they were deſigned to repreſent, tore them in Pieces 
and flung their Limbs with Indignation into the Air.— This being done, 
three Cheers were given, and every Man, was deſired to repair to his Home, 
which was ſo punctually performed, that the Evening was more remarkable for 
Peace and Quietneſs than common ; a Circumſtance that would at any Time 
redound. to the Honor of the Town, but was ſtill more. agreeable; as the 
Fears of many were great leaſt it ſhould prove another 26th of Auguſt ; for 
the horrid Violences of which Night we 3 the good Order of this will in 
ſome Meaſure atone, as it is a Proof ſuch Conduct was not agreeable to the 
Sentiments of the Town, but was only the lawleſs Ravages of ſome foreign 
Villains, who took Advantage of the over heated Temper, of a very few 
People of this Place, and drew them in to commit, ſuch Violences and Diſor- 


— 
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* 


ders as they ſnuddered at with Horror in their cooler Hours. 
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The following are the Labels affix'd on the Breaſts of each of the above mention'd 
| Effigtes, viz. bi 


On that repreſenting G- ge G- -le, holding out a Stamp AF in his 
Left Hand. | 


| YOUR Servant Sirs, do you like my Figure, 

You've ſeen one Rogue, but here's a bigger: 
Father of Miſchief ! how I ſoar, 

Where many a Rogue has gone before : 

Take heed my Brother Rogues, take heed; 

In me your honeſt Portion read : 

Dear Couſin PETER no Excuſe, 

Come dance with me without your Shoes ; 

Tis G—le calls, and fink or ſwim, 

You'd go to H—1 to follow him. 


On the Figure repreſenting In H—k: 
Queſt. What, Brother H—þ this is bad? 
Anſio. Ah indeed! I am a wicked Lad; 
My Mother always thought me wild, 
The Gallows 1s thy Portion Child 
She often ſaid, behold tis true, 
And now the Dog muſt have his due; 
For idle Gewgaws, wretched Pelf, 
I fold my Country d- -m'd my ſelf; 
And for my great unequal'd Crime, 
The D—1 take H—þ before his Time. 
But if ſome Brethren I could Name, | 
Who ſhar'd the Crime, ſhould ſhare the ſhame, 
This glorious Tree tho' big and tall, 
Indeed would never hold em all. 


PHILADELPHIA, October 24. 


Extract of a Letter from Briſtol, Auguſt 15. 


The preſent Situation of the Colonies alarms every Perſon who has any 
Connection with them; and if our new Miniſtry do not repeal the Act made 
by the old One, we ſhall all be ruined. -The Avenues of Trade are all ſhut 
up-—We have no Remittances, and are at our Wits End for Want of Money 
to fulfil our Engagements with our Tradeſmen. How this will end, Tim 
only can evince ; however we dread the Conſequences.” 


NE V T OR k, October 28. 


On Tueſday Evening arrived the Ship Edward, Capt. William Davis, 
in nine Weeks from London, and ſix Weeks and three Days from Falmouth, g 
with whom Major Cary, of the Royal Americans, and his Lady; Mr. 
Webb, another Gentleman of the Army, Mr. Hendricke, Merchant, came 
Paſſengers ; by ſome of whom we learn, that Sir HARRY MOORE, Go- 
vernor of this Province, was on board the Minerva, Captain Tillet, lying at 
Portſmouth, and expected to fail from thence about the Time Captain Davis 
ſailed from Falmouth, and therefore may be daily expected here—The Duke 

| | * | 


of 


— 


Cee, 
of Cumberland Packet-Boat, was arrived from this Port in th _ Weeks Paſſage. 


* 


The new miniſtry were in general much approved by the Public, whoſe At- 


tention had been ſo much taken up with the Buſtle occaſioned by the late ex- | 


trabrdinary Change, that our moſt juſt and heavy Complaints of Opprefſion, 
had as yet ſcarcely attracted the Public Notice indeed they had not then 
heard that our Diſtreſſes were ſo grievous, and our Complaints ſo extenſive 
and unanimous. Which may ſerve as an Example to ſhow the Abſurdity of 


the Pretences of our being repreſented by thoſe who can feel no Part of the 


Burdens and Diſtreiſes they would impoſe upon us; or that we could be re- 
preſented at all, even if we choſe Perſons for that Purpoſe, in an Aſſembly 
too remote to have timely and neceſſary Notices of our Circumſtances, or to 
be properly under our Influence : However it was the general Talk in Lon- 
don, x 6 we ſhould be eaſed in the Stamp Duties; (N othing but giving up 
the Pretence to the Right of taxing us, can eaſe us) And ſome ſay it was a 
Wager commonly offered in the Coffee Houſes of One Hundred Guineas 
to One, that the Stamp Act would be repealed as ſoon as the Parlia- 
ment met, which was to be about the middle of November the Emperor of 
Germany was dead. | | WA 

As ſoon as it was known that the Stamps were really arrived, all the Veſſels 
in the Harbour lower'd their Colours, to fohify Mourning, Lamentation, and 
Woe. Alas! What have we done to metit fuch Treatment from our Mother 
Country, and our Bretaren ? Have we dsſerved to be thus degraded and diſ- 
honoured, and uſed by them, as the molt inveterate Enemies ? What ſtrange 
Infatuation has prevail'd in their Councils! To diſtreſs, ruin and enſlave us, 
when our Rights and Privileges are preciſely the ſame, and our Intereſts in- 
ſeparably united ! ; | | 


It is reported, that the Governor ſent to Mr. M'-Evers, defiring him to | 


take Care of the Stamps, who ſaid he had nothing to do with them. At pre- 
ſent, as we are inform d there is not one of the Perſons appointed, from New- 
Hampſhire to Georgia, that will execute the odious Office; fo that the Stamps 
are now a Commodity no Body knows what to do with, and are more abo- 
minable, and dangerous to be meddled with, than if they were infected with 
the Peſtilence—lIt is more dangerous to buy or ſell or meddle with a Stamp, 
than it is to encounter all the Dangers and Penalties attending the Want of 
them AME N. | 

Captain Davis acquaints the Public, That he is extremely forry they 
ſhould be offended at his bringing the ſtamped Paper from England—Had he 
been fortunate. enough to have known that ſuch a Step would have been diſ- 
agreeable, they may be aſſured they never ſhould have come in the Edward. 

We hear that moſt of the Gentlemen in Town, have entered into a Re- 
ſolution not to buy any European Manufactures till their Trade is more 


opened; the Sugar Act altered, and the Stan p AF is repealed : It is hoped : 


this will animate the. Country People to make plenty of Linens and Woolens, 
as they may be aſſured of a quick Sale, and good Prices. * ff 

It muſt give great Pleaſure to all Wellwiſhers to their Country's Proſperity, 
to ſee the ſpirited Zeal of the Ladies of the firſt Rank and Fortunes, to pro- 
mote this laudable ſcheme. | 


Meſſ. Epzs & GIII, : Portſmouth, Novem. 1, 1765, 


Eſterday great Numbers of our Brethren in the Country, equally with 
ourſelves, abhorring the Thoughts of the Operation of the oppreſſive 
Stamp Act, came in Bodies with Deſign of ſhowing a Reſentment to the 
Papers 

h 


( 
Papers, and to Mr. Meſerve, whom they had been imprudently told did deſign 
to diſtribute them; upon Whieh ſome of his Majeſty's Council, and a Num- 
ber of Gentlemen from the Town, met them at the Globe Tavern on the 
Plain, and there expoſtulated with them on the Fallacy of ſuch a Report, 
and Mr. Meſerve very honorably aſſured them that he ſhould be [> far from 
diſtributing them, that he had come to a Reſolution, that no Peron living 
ſhould. have them, unleſs they were demanded; from as full an Aſſembly as de- 
fired him to decline the Othce;—he was obliged to ſatisfy. them with his Oath - 
in Preſence of great Numbers of Perſons ; upon which they returned to their 
reſpective Homes in Peace, but vowing Revenge to the firſt Perſon who ſhould 
attempt to make uſe of one Stampt Paper for the Preſervation of their Pro- 
perty, at the Expence of their future Liberty. This Day, the great and im- 
portant Day, big with the Fate of Cato and of Rome, was uſhered in by the 
ſolemn ſound of the paſſing Bell the Colours of all the Shipping are hoiſted 
Half maſt high The melancholly Knell cauſes ſuch uneaſy Senſations in my 
Mind, that forbodes ſome fatal Event before the Cloſe of it. God grant us 
Protection at tliis ſolemn Trial of our invaluable Rights, that we may come off 
Conquerors, yea more than Conquerors over all our Enemies. — This After- 
noon we ſhall pay Funeral Obſequies to our departed Liberty by a Burial and 
Proceſſion in Form, at which all gentle and {imple, old and young are to 
attend. | | 


NEW PORT, October 28. 

As the great Wiſd,m of the Aſtronomers and Aſtrologers at W % 
ſome Months paſt, did predict the Exit of North American Liberty would 
happen at Twelve o' Clock on Thurſday Night, the 31ſt of this Inſtant ; ſome 
few of his Friends went a few Days ago to wait upon the poor old Gentle- 
man, and found him indeed gaſping his leſt, and now find him reduced to a' 
Skeleton, and begin to pay great Deference to the Auguary, and have made 

) proper Prepatations for the venerable Gentleman's Interment, which is to be 
performed on Friday the 1ſt of November next: The Proceſſion to begin, 
from the Crown Coffee-Houſe, at half after Eleven in the Forenoon 
where all his true Sons are deſired to repair; but if there is any Baſtard kin, 
it is deſired they would not fully his Memory with their Company. | 

His Children inform the whole World, that they will take proper Notice 
of every Motion of Diſorder and Riot, either before, at, or after the Fu- 
neral and proſecute the Offenders. A MOURNER. 


Meſſieurs EpEs and GILI. 


— — — - = 
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a | Stoughton, October 30, 1765. 
Y*OU having not long fince favoured the public with a Sermon, which hath 
happily led many perſons into the right underſtanding of a text of ſacred 
Scripture, [Pſalm 105. 15.] which hath been very much wreſted by wicked men; 
/ if not to their own deſtruction, yet with a pernicious deſign againſt their coun- 
= þ hath encouraged me to hope the following will find a place in - your. Paper. 
hey are the heads of a ſermon found among the papers of .a venerable anceſtor 
of mine, whb preached it more than half a century fince : It is very probable 
from the exhortation annexed to theſe notes, that it was at ſore alarmmg Cri-. 
/is, when the Liberties of the people were much endangered; and it was. needful 
for their Repreſentatives to be well guarded againſt the attacks that crafty and 
wicked men were making upon them. Whether my conjecture be right or not, is 
of no great conſequence: the publiſhing of them at this. time 1 truſt will do no 
hurt, perhaps may do ſome good. I, the reſurredlion and appearance of the. 


bones 
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bones of an old puritannick ſermon, long fince dead and buried for a time in obli- 
vron, ſhould gone a terror to the wicked, yet will it be matter of: joy to every 
good man, that a friend to his country being dead, is in this way made once more 
to ſpeak for that public good, which it ſeems he laid ſo much to heart when 
living. It is to be preſumed this diſcourſe bad its good effetts, for F find the au- 
thor. thus noting upon it ; I have no reaſon to repent my ſtudying and preach- 
ing this diſcourſe ; my labour hath been abundantly rewarded by the ſucceſs 
that hath attended it. There being ſuch an excellent ſpirit breathing in the 
following Notes, may put many upon defiring to ſee the whole that was preach- 
ed; but they are to know that here is all that could be found, and I am read 
ro imagine this is the whole of what he wrote; as his uſual way of diſcourſing 
was from a few general heads penned down, to be enlarged upon in publick : If 
you have room for what follows in your next, their appearing there may oblige 


many, befide your humble Servant, H. R. 


TEXT. Acts 13th Chap. 7th to 12th v. The Deputy of the Country, 

a prudent Man, defired to hear the Word of God; but Elymas the Sor- 
cerer ſought to turn away the Deputy from the Faith. Then Saul, i. e. Paul, 
ſet his eyes upon him, and ſaid, O full of all Subtilty and all Miſchief, thou Child 
of the Devil, thou Enemy of all Righteouſneſs, wilt thou not ceaſe to pervert the . 
right Ways f the Lord? And now behold the Hand of the Lord it upon thee; 
and thou ſhalt be blind, not ſeeing the Sun for a Seaſon. And immediately there 
fell on him a Miſt and a Darkneſs; and be went about ſeeking. ſome to lead him 
by the Hand. Then the Deputy when he jaw what was done, believed, being 
aſtoniſhed at the Doctrine of the Lord. 


Doct. 1. Wiſe and good deputies deſire to learn their duty from the word 
of God. So Sergius Paulus the deputy mentioned in our text as a prudent 
man, deſired to hear the word of God. 

Doct. 2. It is ſometimes the wo 4 hes of good deputies to be ſo connect- 
ed with falſe prophets and court ſorcerers, as to have their faith ſhock'd by 
them. So we find Elymas with the deputy in our text. | 

Doct. 3. Theſe conjurers will make uſe of all their ſkill in the black art 
to turn > ae from the faith. So Elymas in our text ſought to turn the 
deputy from the faith. | 

Dot. 4. Such as by their wicked management would turn deputies from 
the faith, are the moſt odious and deteſtable creatures ; they are the genuine 
offspring of the old ſerpent the devil; they are of their father the devil, and 
his laſts they will do. (1) Like the devil they are crafty ; O full of ſubtilty. 

(2) They are as cruel as they are crafty; O full of all miſchief. (3) They 
are enemies to all that is good; Thou enemy of all righteouſneſs ; a per- 
verter of the right ways of the Lord. Thus doth Paul characteriſe them, 
and when he thus ſpake, it will appear to all that read our text with care, 
he was infallible. ' _ 

Doct. 5. Such as wickedly and craftily would ſeduce deputies from the 
faith, by perverting the right ways of the Lord, are in danger of being fo 
hardened in their wickedneſs as to perſiſt in them to their ruin. Wilt thou 
never ceaſe, ſays Paul to the Sorcerer ? | 

Doct. 6. Wiſe and good men will mark ſuch wicked feducers, and let them 
know by their looks they ſee through their wicked devices. Paul ſet his 
eyes upon him. 

Doct. 7. As all good men will mark ſuch as would turn their deputies 
from the faith, ſo will they bear a public teſtimony againſt them ; that thoſe 


who 


. 
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who are in danger from their craft may be guarded againſt them. So did 
Paul in our text, and the name of Elymas, for ſo was the ſeducer named, 
is handed down to lateſt poſterity, with the tamps of infamy upon him. 

Doct. 8. Such as would ſubtlely and maliciouſly turn deputies from the 
faith, may expect the hand of heaven in ſome ſevere judgment upon them. 
Behold the hand of God is upon thee ! | 
Doct. 9. Such ſeducers will find themſelves not only ſhort-ſighted or pur- 
blided now ; but that the god of this world hath fatally blinded them as to 
their beſt intereſt. Thou ſhalt be blind, not ſeeing the fn. 5 

Doct. 10. Juſtly do thoſe wander in the dark, who would by their wicked 
craft blind the eyes of the rulers of the people, and ſo make them to err. 
There fell on him a miſt and a darkneſs, and he went about in it. 

Doct. 11. Thoſe who by the black art of ſubtilty and malice would lead 


others oũt of the way, eſpecially by turning deputies from the faith, are 


many times ſo covered with darkneſs as not to know whither they go; and 
would accept of thoſe to lead them by the hand, whom they would have led 
by the noſe. So Elymas went about ſeeking ſome to lead him by the hand. 

Doct. 12. When faithful deputies ſee the vengeance of heaven executed 
upon thoſe who would turn them from the faith, they are filled with a greater 
regard than ever for the word of faith. So the deputy in our text, when he 
ſaw what was done, believed, being aſtoniſhed at the doctrine of the Lord. 
| | Uſe of EXHORTATION in three Branches. 

Firſt, To all faithful men lovers of their country: My friends, I need not 
tell you we live in perilous times; and it is to be feared in perils among falſe 
brethren. There ſeems to be that deſigned for us, which all wife and good 
men are ready to ſay is more intolerable than any thing that hath happened 
from the days of our fathers being driven from their native country, by the 
cruel perſecution of bloody men, to this day. You need not take advice 
about it, you may freely ſpeak your mind. Are we not all with one conſent 
ready to take up the lamentation, Ve and our Children are ſold, to be deftroy- 
ed and to periſh? And ſhall we do nothing but look upon one another, la- 
menting our unhappy circumſtances ? Far be this deſponding ſpirit from the 
good people of this land—We would hope better things from the deſcendents 
of thoſe worthies, who, for the ſake of civil and religious liberty, riſqued 
life and fortune, and went chearfully thro' the fatigues of ſettling a wilder- 
neſs. The way is open to the throne of a good king ; we truſt he will hear 
us when we call. And whilſt with humble duty we are ſupplicating the fa- 
vour of our prince, let us as it is our duty, bear our teſtimony againſt thoſe 


who by craft and malice would bring ruin upon this people, eſpecially by 


their ſtratagems to turn the deputies from the faith. The dumb ſon that ne- 
ver ſpake before, ſeeing his father's life in danger, cried out, ſpare my fa- 
ther ; and we all naturally cry ſtop the thief, when we ſee the felon unrighte- 
ouſly carrying away our property. Let us then learn our duty from the 
text, and mark them that would bring ruin upon us. Set your eyes upon, 
and by ſignificant looks as well as geſtures, let them know that you are not 
ignorant of their character: whilſt the face of heaven is againſt ſuch wicked 
men, the face of all good men ſhould be againſt them. It was the 8 fog 
an honeſt man, I always mark them that God marks. And we read that 
Mordecai, that great patriot, paid no compliments to the ambitious Haman, 
whilſt that wicked man was plotting the rum of his people ; but by his beha- 
viour toward him, he ſhewed him an the people he was not worthy of civil 


reſpect, though at the ſame. time, he would have abhorred the thought of 
| Z | g injuring 
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mjuring ſo wicked a courtier, either in his perſon or property, But. this is 
not all, for whilſt our text would have wicked and deſigning men mark d, it 
- would have a due teſtimony born againſt them. There is no harm in calling 
a knave a knave, a fool a fool, and a tool a tool. Are you acquainted with 
any ſuch ? let them know that you are nut ignorant of their true character. 
Do not ſpeak to them in parables ; but ay as Nathan to David, Thou art the 
man. And thus ſays the ſcripture of Ahab, that he did evil above all that 
went before him. This is that Ahab that ſold himſelf to work. wickedneſs, 
and his puniſhment as well as his ſin, is put upon facred record; a lying 
ſpirit ſeduced him to his deſtruchon. And Elymas, for ſo was the ſorcerer 
named in our text, is handed down to poſterity, as before obſerved, with the. 
ſtamps of infamy upon him. My brethren, you ſce your duty; you are not 
to partake with thoſe in their fins, who for their own private advantage, or 
to gratify their friends, would ſacrifice. their country; but look upon them 
as peſtilent fellows, for ever to be ſhunned and abhorred. It is good ad- 
vice of an inſpired writer, have. us communion with the unfruitful works 
of darkneſs, but rather reprove them; for it is a ſhame to ſpeak. of thoſe 
things that are done of them in ſecret. |. - ch red 
HBecondly, To all good men, and true, called to. repreſent the body of this 
people : Tho' it hath been ſaid if we would find faith, we muſt not look 
into c——'s for it; yet as there were ſaints of Cæſar's houſe, would we not 
hope that the faith once delivered to the ſaints, is in ſome of ' theſe our bre- 
thren. You ſce your calling brethren, you are to conflict with the powers 
of darkneſs, and with wicked men in high places. I need not tell you what 
is your duty: All I am concerned for, is to keep you ſtedfaſt in the faith, 
whilſt you are, to help againſt the mighty. The command of the word is, 
waver not. You are ſenfible you are much expoſed: to thoſe that lie in wait 
to deceive you, to the ruin of the people. What violence cannot perpe- 
trate, fraud may effect. Therefore be not ignorant of the devices of the old 
grand deceiver, nor of thoſe who under his influence lay ſnares and ſet traps 
to catch men; whilſt they neither fearing God nor regarding men to ſecure a 
worldly intereſt, have made ſhipwreck of faith and a good conſcience, and 
would have you follow their pernicious ways; be you attentive to the path of 
duty; walk in the way of good men; we truſt that whilſt you are found in, 
theſe ways, you ſhall be N againſt all the craft of earth and hell; you 
ſhall eaſily put to ſilence all gainſayers; a mouth and wiſdom ſhall be given 
you, which all your adverſaries ſhall not be able to reſiſt; put on righteouſ- 
neſs, and it ſhall clothe you; it ſhall be to you a robe and a diadem: Boldly 
ſay you are ready to ſacriſice every thing to the cauſe of truth and juſtice, 
but you can do nothing againſt the truth. Whilſt you fear God and honor 
the King, and meddle not with them that are given to change, or would make 
changelings of others, you ſhall find none of all thoſe evil things that are 
 haſtening upon the inſtruments of his cruelty, whoſe helliſh character is the 
deſtroyer fhall come upon you; no, but inſtead of this, whilſt a love to the 
faith leads you to a love of your country, beſides the divine bleſſing, the bleſſ- 
ing of a people ready to periſh ſhall come upon you, and your names with 
the glorious addition of the faviours of their country, ſhall be handed down. 
do poſterity, and your offspring ſhall be bleſſed for your ſakes. I leave you, 
brethren, wiſhing, that like Mordecai, you may be great among your people, 
accepted of the multitude of your brethren, ſeeking the wealth of your peo- 
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4 plc and: ſpeaking peace to all your ſeed; and that like Moſes, you may by 
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aith endure, not regarding the wrath. or fawnings of any man. £50 
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ird, To thoſe who being filled with all ſubtlety and, malice, are op- 
poſing the cauſe of truth and juſtice, by ſeeking to turn deputies, from the 
aith, I entreat you fee your danger and fear leſt what is written againſt the 
perverters of the right ways ſhould; come upon you. Have you not heard 
that evil men and ſeducers wax worſe ? you then are in danger, if you do 
not. retreat from thoſe-crooked. paths in which you are following after the 
old ſerpent, that has curſe hall be upon you, to feed upon the duſt of this 
evil world all your days; and what is worſe, be left to harden, yourſelves 
to your utter ruin, and deſcend with him into perdition ; for he that being 
often reproved hardneth his neck, ſhalt be deſtroyed, and that without re- 
medy. When the divine hand is lifted up, will you not ſee? When his 
hand is upon you, will you not feel? O fooliſh and unwiſe !] are you not 
mark d by all good men? and evil men that cannot go your length in wick - 
edneſs deſpiſe you, and perhaps may be made the rods to puniſh, you. Re- 
ſtraints are ſometimes taken off from the ſons of violence, and the fury of 
that place from whence comes your and their wickedneſs, may. ſo purſue you 
in an enraged multitude, that you may be g!ad to retire into an inner cham- 
ber of your own houſe, or not thinking yourlelves ſecure there, take ſanctu- 
ary under the root of a poor neighbour, who by your crafty and.cruel prac- 
tices, you have been ſtamping under your feet, and what 15 More awful, 
what if your conſciences ſhould be let looſe upon you, may not ſtrangling 
and death, rather than life, be your unhappy. choice? And though, you 
eſcape Haman's execution, you may have Judas's, .and go as he did to your 
own place. The time will certainly come, when painted and whited feputy 
chres ſhall be ſmitten, and their ſtench and rotteneſs diſcloſed. The wicked 
ſhall. ſoon perith from the earth, and all their fine blaze expire in ſmoke and 
ſtink. The wicked man now flatters himſelf in his own eyes, but his ini- 
quity will be found to be hateful. If any among us do juſtly wear the cha- 
racter of ſuch as are enemies to all righteouſneſs, of fuch we ſay Deus avertat 
amen. I have nothing more to add, but the advice of Peter to Simon the 
ſorcerer, Repent and pray to God that the thoughts of thine heart may be 
forgiven thee. 5 5: ON” NA n 
From the VOF ES of the Houje of Repreſentatroes of the Province of the 
1 Maiſachuſetts Bay. - - ar A by 


* MaRTIsò, 29, Die Ocrokkls, A. D. 1765. oe | 
In the Houſe of REPRESENTATIVES. 4 


80 '$: CORD ING to the Order of the Day, there being a very full Houſe, : 
the following Draft, which had been laid on the Table was particularly 
conſidered, and thereupon Yoted. 52 


Whereas the juſt Rights of His Majeſty's Subjects of this Province, derived 
to them from the Britiſb Conſtitution, as well as the Royal Charter, have been 
lately drawn into Queſtion: In order to aſcertain, the ſame, this Houſe dg 


UNANIMOUSLY. come into the following Reſolves. 


. . 


1. Keſolved,; That there are certain, eſſential Rights of the Britiſb Conſti- 
tution of Government which are founded in the Law of God and Nature, 
and are the common, Rights. of Mankind- Therefore 

2. Reſolved, That the. Inhabitants of this Province are unalianably entitled 
to thole eſſential, Rights in common with, all Men: And. that no Law of, So- 
ciety. can, conſiſtent with the Law of God and Nature, diveſt them of thoſe 
Rig ts. | hh 3 F hr. 5 | 
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Y Reſolved, That no Man can juſtly take the Property of another wi W. 


out his Conſent : And that upon this original Principle the Right of Repre- 
ſentation in the fame body, which exerciſes the Power of making Laws for 
levying Taxes, which is one of the main Pillars of the Britiſh Conſtitution, 
is evidently founded. OW 3 

4. Reſokved, That this inherent Right, t 


Rights, Liberties, Privileges and Immunities, of the People of Great Britain, 
have been fully confirmed to them by Magna Charta, and by former and later 
Ads of Ao | 1 
5. Reſolved, I hat His Majeſty's Subjects in America, are in Reaſon and 
common Senſe, entitled to the tame Extent of Liberty, with His Majeſty's 
Subjects in Britazn. : OE HIV 
6. Reſolved, 1 hat by the Declaration of the Royal Charter of this Pro- 
vince, the Inhabitants are entitled to all the Rights, Liberties, and Immuni- 
ties of free and natural Subjects of Great Britain, to all Intents, Purpoles 
and Conſtructions whatever. | Te 15s | 
7. Reſolved, 1 hat the Inhabitants of this Province appear to be intitled 
to all the Rights aforementioned, by an Act of Farhament 13th of Geo. 2d. 
8. Reſolved, That thoſe Rights do belong to the Inhabitants of this Pro- 
vince, upon Principles of con man Juſtice; their Anceſtors, having ſettled this 


Country at their /e Expence ; ald their Poſterity, having conſtantly ap- 


proved themſelves moſt loyal and faithfu Subjects of Great Britain. 


9. Reſatved, That every Individual in the Colonies, is as advantageous Jn 
Great Britain, as if he were in Great Britain, and held to pay his full 


Proportion of Taxes there : And as the Inhabitants of this Frovince pay 
their full Proportion of Taxes, for the Support of His Majeſty's Govern- 
ment Here, it is unreaſonable for them to be called upon, to pay any Part of 
the Charges of the Government here. | | 


10. Reſolved, I hat the Inhabitants of this Province are not, and never 


have been, repreſented in the Parhament of Great Britain : And that ſuch a 
Repreſentation there, as the Subjects in Britain do actually and rightfully 
enjoy, is impracticable for the Subjects in America :---And further, That in 
the Opinion of this Houſe, the ſeveral ſubordinate Powers of Legiſlation in 
America, were conſtituted, upon the Apprehentions of this Impraicability. 


11. Reſolved, That the only Method, whereby the conſtitutional Rights 


of the Subjects of this Province can be ſecure, conſiſtent with a Subordina- 
tion to the ſupreme Power of Great Britain, is by the continued ' Exerciſe 
of ſuch Powers of Government as are granted in the Royal Charter, and a 
firm Adherence to the Privileges of the fame. 

12. Refebved, as a juſt Concluſion from ſome of the foregoing Reſolves, 
That all Acts made, by any Power whatever, other than the General Aſſem- 
bly of this Province, impoſing Taxes on the Inhabitants, are Infringements 
of our inberent and unalienable Rights as Men and Britiſh Subjects and render 
void the moſt valuable Declarations of our Charter. | Gees 


13. Reſolved, That the Extenſion of the Powers of the Court of Admi- 


ralty within this Province, is a moſt violent Infraction of the Right of Trials 
by Junes.---A Right, which this Houſe upon the Principles of their Britiſh 
Anceſtors, hold moſt dear and facred it being the only Security of the Lives; 
Liberties and Properties of his Majeſty's Subjects here. FO 


> 


14. Reſokced, That this Houſe owe the ſtricteſt Allegiance to His Maſt 
Sacred Majeſty King- GEORGE the Third : That they have the greateſt 


Veneration for the Parliament : And that they will, after the Example of a/! 
* their 


ogether with all other eſſential 
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| their Predeceſſors, from the Settlement of this Country, exert themſelves to 
their utmoſt in fupporting his Majeſty's Authority in the Province, in pro- 
moting the true Happineſs of his Subjects: and in enlarging the Extent of 
his Dominion. | BYE PTTL 
| Ordered, That all the foregoing Reſolves be kept in the Records of this 
Houſe ; that a juſt Senſe of Liberty, and the firm Sentiments of Loyalty 
may be tranſmitted to Poſterity. wo | 
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ExTRACTS from the Supplement to the Bo/lon-Gazetie 
of Movday, Nov. 4, 1765. © 


At a legal Meeting of the Freebolders and other Inhabitants of the Town of" 
Plymouth, is 21% Day of October 1765.—Jamts WARREN, Eg; 
_ chgjen Moderator —Unanimouſly agreed on the following Inſtructiont, Viz. 


To THOMAS FOSTER, EV 


Repreſentative of the Town of Plymouth, at the Great and General Court of 
the Province of the Maſſachuſetts Bay, in New England. 
r | | ; | 
Ks we have the higheſt Eſteem of the Britiſh - Conſtitution; which we 
| think founded on the true Principles of Liberty, and to deſerve on 
many Accounts the Preference to any other now on Earth, We can but 
reflect with Pleaſure on our own Happineſs, in being Sharers in that Li- 
berty, thoſe Rights, and that Security, which reſults from them to every, 
Subject, in the wide extended Dominions of our moſt gracious Sovereign, 
who has not forfeited his Right to them by diſloyalty to the King, want 
of Attachment, and a reaſonable Submiſſion to the Britiſh Government, and. 
Love to his Fellow Subjects there; theſe are ſo foreign to the true Cha- 
racter of the People of this Country, that Calumny itſelf has never been. 
able to fix it upon them: We have evinced our Loyalty to our King, our: 
Affection to the Britiſh Government, and our Mother Country, on all Oc- 
caſions, by an uncommon Readineſs to aſſiſt in any Meaſures with our Blood 
and Treaſure, to extend thew Conqueſts, and to enlarge thoſe Dominions, 
from which they reap ſo many and great Advantages. . At the ſame Time 
that we reflect on our happineſs in having a natural and conſtitutional Right 
to all the Privileges of our Fellow Subjects in Great Britain, we behold 
with Pain and Horror, any Attempts to deprive us of them, and can not 
but look on ſuch Attempts as Inſtances of the greateſt Unkindneſs & In- 
juſtice. This is the Subject of our preſent Complaint which not without. 
Reaſon echo from every Mouth in every Corner of this diſtreſſed and injured. 
Country. Our Youth the Flower of this Country are many of them flain, 
our Treaſure exhauſted in the Service of our Mother Country, our Trade, 
and all the numerous Branches of Buſineſs dependent on it reduced, and al- 
moſt ruined by ſevere Acts of Parliament, and now we are threatned by a 
late Act of Parliament with being loaded with internal Taxes, without our. 
own Conſent or the Voice of a ſingle Repreſentative in Parliament, and. 
with being deprived of that darling Privilege of an Engliſhman, Trials by 
his Peers, the Conſequence of the unconſtitutional Extention of the Power, 
of Courts of Admiralty in America; theſe two are the main Pillars - ; oe 
| | Aa One N riti 
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Britiſh Conſtitution, and the Glory of every Freeman there; ſo that the de- 


W Subjects, as can't be accounted for from eee Juſtice and 


Impartiality; and we certainly have never given any Occaſion for. We ſhall» 


ſay nothing on this Occaſion of our Inability to pay the many and great 


Taxes laid upon us by the Stamp Act; of the many new Crimes opened 
by it, which cannot but be committed by many People, however deſirous 


they may be to avoid them; of the prodigious penalties annexed to them, or 
of the great Hardſhip in ſubjecting the Frial of them to the Judgment of 
ſuch a Court, and ſuch a Manner of Conviction, or of the many great 


Diſadvantages that muſt ariſe from theſe Meaſures to Great Britain herſelf: 


Theſe are obvious Facts, and have already been handled in ſuch a maſterly 
and convincing Manner, by ſome of the Friends of both this and the Mo- 


ther Country, and of the Britiſh Conſtitution (for they can't be ſeperated) 


as to render it unneceſſary to enlarge on them. | 

You, Sir, repreſent a People who are not only deſcended from the. firſt 
Settlers of this Country, but inhabit the very Spot they firſt poſſeſſed. Here 
was firſt laid the Foundation of the Britiſh Empire in this Part of America, 
which from a yo. {mall Beginning has increaſed and ſpread in a Manner 
very ſurprizing and almoſt incredible ; eſpecially when we conſider that all 
this has been effected without the Aid or Aſſiſtance of any Power on Earth, 
that we have Defended, Protected and Secured, ourſeives againſt the Inva- 
ſions and Cruelty of Savages, and- the Subtilty and Inhumanity, of our in- 


veterate and natural Enemies the French; and all this without the Appro-. 


priation of any. Tax by Stamps, or Stamp Acts laid upon our Fellow Sub- 
jects in any Part of the King's Dominions, for defraying the Expences there- 


of. . This Place, Sir, was at firſt the Aſylum of Liberty, and we ag = will 


ever be preſerved ſacred to it; tho' it was then no more than a forlorn 


Wilderneſs, inhabited only by Savage Men and Beaſts. To this Place our 
Fathers (whoſe Memories be rever'd) poſſeſs d of the Principles of Liberty 
in their Purity, diſdaining Slavery, fled to enjoy thoſe Privileges which they 
had an undoubted Right to, but were deprived of by the Hands of Violence 


and Oppreſſion in their native Country. We Sir, their Poſterity, the Free- 


holders and other Inhabitants of this Town, legally aſſembled for that Pur- 


poſe, poſſeſs'd of the fame Sentiments, and retaining the ſame Ardour for 
Liberty, think it our . e Duty, on this Occaſion, to expreſs to 
you theſe our Sentiments of the Stamp Act, and its fatal Conſequences to 


this Country, and to enjoin upon you, as you regard not only the Welfare. 


but the very Being of this People, that you (conſiſtent with our Allegiance 


to the King, and Relation to the Government of Great-Britain) diſregard- 
ing all Propoſals for that Purpoſe, exert all your Power and Influence to 
oppoſe the Execution of the Stamp Act, at leaſt until we hear the Succeſs. 


of our Petitions for Relief. We likewiſe to avoid diſgracing the Memories 
of our Anceſtors, as well as the Reproaches of our own Conſciences, and 
the Curſes of ' Poſterity, recommend it to you to obtain if poſſible in the 
honorable Houſe of Repreſentatives of this Province, a full and explicit Aſ- 
ſertion of our Rights, and to have the ſame entered on their publick Re- 
cords, that all Generations yet to come may be convinced that we have not 
only a. juſt Senſe of our Rights and Liberties, but that we never (with Sub- 
miſſion to divine Providence) will be Slaves to any Powers on Earth ; and 
as we have at all Times an Abhorrence of Tumults and Diſorders, we think 
ourſelves happy in being at preſent under no Apprehenſions of any, and in 
3 having 


ving us of them, creates ſuch a Diſtinction between us and them our Fel- 
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having good and wholſome. Laws ſufficient to preſerve the Peace of the Pro- 
vince in all future Times, unleſs provoked by ſome imprudent Meaſures: 
So we think by no Means adviſeable for you to intereſt yourſelf in the Pro- 
tection of Stamp Papers, or Stamp Officers. N ik e eee 

The only Thing we have further to recommend to you at this Time is, 
to obſerve on all Occaſions a ſuitable Frugality and Oeconomy in the public 
Expences; and that you conſent to no unneceſſary or unufual Grant at this 
Time of Diſtreſs, when the People are groaning under the Burthen of heav; 
Taxes : And that you uſe your Endeavours to enquire into, arid bear Tel- 
timony againſt, any paſt, and to prevent any future- unconſtitutional 
Draughts on the public Treaſury. 7 DOG . 


8 
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The following are the INSTRUCT IONS woted by the Town of New 
bury-Port, at a legal Meeting of the Freebolders and other Inhabitants of 


ſaid Town, October 21. 1705. and given to. DUDLEY ATKINS, Eiq; 
their Repreſentatrve. | : | 


is To DupLey ATKiNs, Eſq; 
8138 3 | | 
W HE N the Town choſe you for their Repreſentative, at the General- 
Aſſembly, they intruſted you with ſome of their moſt darling Rights 
and Privileges: Of theſe you are in general to be the Guardian, and your 
own Prudence is to be your Guide; but at the ſame Time they reſerve to 
themſelves, the Right of declaring their Sentiments in any Matters of Im- 
portance reſpecting the public Welfare, and giving you ſuch Inſtructions, 
1 in critical Conjunctures, as they ſhall judge proper; this Right, we appre- 
hend, is one peculiar Advantage that ariſes from a Repreſentation by one of 
our ſelves in that General Aſſembly, where our important Intereſts are de- 
bated and acted upon. Each Member of the Houſe of Repreſentatives is b 
Conſtitution to be a Freeholder of the Town he repreſents, and muſt, from 
hence, be ſuppoſed to be acquainted with the peculiar Circumſtances of his 
Conſtituents, and alſo on Emergencies he has an Opportunity of taking the 
Voice of his Conſtituents, and thereby their true Intereſt is likely to be 
conſulted. Such a critical Emergency, we apprehend, is now come, and of 
that importance to our Rights and Liberties as to call for the prudent Con- * 
ſideration of every Member in the Community. q 
We your Conſtituents, therefore, would now give our Sentiments on the 
Subject of our preſent Difficulties, and add ſuch Inſtructions for your Con- 
duct, as we think will be for the public Benefit. | | | 
The excellent Oeconomy of the Britiſh Conſtitution, founded on the Li- 
berty of the Subject, has been the Admiration of the beſt Writers in Eu- | 
rope, and the Envy of thoſe who live under the neighbouring, leſs happy - } 
Governments. * This Conſtitution. they did not ſuddenly obtain, it has n 
coſt Rivers of Blood,” to bring it to its preſent happy Perfection, but they 
have not purchaſed it too dear.” The. Liberty of the Subject is fo inter- 
woven, in every Part of it, that the leaſt Infringement gf , that- Liberty. is a 
Blow aimed at the Vitals of the Conſtitution. 13 
To this happy Conſtitution, in all its Branches, and in its fulleſt. Ex- 
tent, we apprehend the Inhabitants of this Province are intitled, as free- born 
Britiſh- Subjects; our own provincial. Charter is but a Confirmation 5 _ 
1ghts. 
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Rights, We inherit them. from our Anceſtors, who were, Parties to the 


flels'd them even before that happy Ara, under the ALFREDS and 
DWARDS of immortal Name. Theſe Rights, we apprehend, no Men 
or Body of Men on Earth, have the leaſt Right to infringe ;' and, when we 
have ever exulted in the Name of Britons, it has not been in the empty 
Name, which in itſelf is no better than that of Spaniard or Turk, but in 
the Idea of the glorious Privileges annexed to that Name. 
We have the moſt loyal Sentimenss of our. gracious KENG and his il- 
luſtrious Family, we have the higheſt Reverence and Eſteem for that moſt 
auguſt Body the PARLIAMENT of Great, Britain, and we have an ardent 
Affection towards our Brethren at Home, we have always regarded their 
Intereſts as our own, & eſteemed our on Proſperity as neceſſarily united 
with theirs. —_—Hence it is that we have the greateſt Concern at ſome Mea- 
ſures * by the late Miniſtry, and ſome late Acts of Parliament, which 
we a „in their Tendency, will deprive us of ſome of our eſſential 
and high prized Liberties. The STAMP-ACT, in a peculiar Manner, 
we eſteem a Grievance, as by it we are ſubjected to a heavy Tax, to which 
are annexed. very ſevere Penalties and the Recovery of Forfeitures, incurred 
by the Breach of it, is in a Manner which the Enghſh Conſtitution abhors, 
that is WITHOUT A TRIAL By JURY, and in a Court of Admiralty. That 
a People ſhould be taxed at the Will of anotheir, whether of one Man or 
many, without their own Conſent, in Perſon or by wy ns Hg is 
eprived of their 
whole Property, upon any frivolous Pretext, or without any Pretext at all. 
And a People, without Property, or in the precarious Poſſeſſion of it, are 
in no better State than Slaves; for Liberty, or even Life itſelf, without the 
Enjoyment of them flowing from Property, are of no Value. 
We would not ſuggeſt, that the Britiſn Legiſlature in the Stamp Act, 
deſign'd to inſlave their Brethren in America; but that unawars, thoſe 
Conſequences will follow, which if clearly perceived, they would have de- 
teſted; and ſaying that even that Auguſt Body may be miſtaken is ſaying 
no more, than that they are but human. | | 
But grievous and oppreſſive as this Taxation in itſelf may be, the Ex- 
tention of the Powers of the Court of Admiralty is ſtill more alarming. Are 


we not treated as Slaves indeed, when our Brethren and Equals, who, in 


all Matters, where Life, Liberty, and Property are concerned, are to be the 
Judges by the Britiſh Conſtitution, are here excluded, and we are obliged to 
ſubmit to a Juriſdiction naturally foreign to it: where the Laws of Juſtinian 
are the Meaſure of Right, and the Common Law, the collected Wiſdom of 
the Britiſh Nation for Ages, is not admitted, and where one Man, whoſe 
Intereſt (as we have heard) it is to condemn in all Caſes, is to be our Judge 
both of Law and Fact; and if the Judge, whoſe immediate Juriſdiction may 
be in this Province, ſhould be too honeſt a Man for the vile Informer's 
Purpoſe, he may at his. Pleaſure carry us a thouſand Miles off, where the 
Party muſt be unable to follow to a Court of Admiralty to be appointed over 
all America, which for the ſake of Independency may be at Halifax, or in 
the Canbees. . 2 

That theſe Meaſures are con to the conſtitutional Rights of Britons 


Cannot be denied, and that the Britiſh Inhabitants of America are not in Tx 
Reſpect intitled to the Privileges of Britons, even the Patrons of the moſt 


arbitrary: Meaſures againſt us have not yet advanced. 
194! 988 5 ; We 
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We Wave been full and explicit on this Head, as it ſeems to be the fun- 
damental Point in Debate; but was this Tax in itſelf ever fo conſtitutional, 
we cannot think but at this Time it would be very grievous and burthen- 
ſome :* The Embarraſſments on our Trade are great, and the Scarcity of Caſh 
ariſing therefrom is ſuch, that by the Execution of the Stamp-Act we fhould 
be drain'd in a very little Time of that Medium of Trade : The Conſequence 
of which is, that our Commerce muſt ſtagnate, and our Labourers ſtarve. - 
Theſe, Sir, are our Sentiments on this Occaſion, nor can we think that 
the Diſtreſſes we have painted, are the Creatures of our own Imagination, 
It 1s true, we are alarmed, and when our precious ALL is at Stake, can it 
be otherwiſe ? We have ever been ready to exert ourſelves, in Defence of his 
Majeſty's Dominions in theſe Parts, and have even been laviſh of our Blood 
and Treaſure in his Service. But Brick cannot be made without Straw ; 
and we apprehend we are by this Act required to do an Impoſlibility. 
We, therefore, the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of this Town, be- 
ing legally aſſembled, take this Opportunity to declare our juſt Expectations 
from you, which are, 
That you will, to the utmoſt of your Ability, uſe your Influence in the 


General Aſſembly, that the Rights and Privileges of this Province may be 


preſerved inviolate ; and that the ſacred Depoſit, we have received from our 
Anceſtors, may be handed down without Infringment to our Poſterity of 
the lat ſt Generations. 8 

That You endeavour, that all Meaſures, conſiſtent with our Loyalty to the 
beſt of Kings, may be taken to prevent the Execution of the above grievous 
Innovations ; and that a Repeal of the Stamp Act may be obtained by a moſt 
Dutiful, & at the fame Time, Spirited Remonſtrance againſt it. 

That You do not conſent to any new or unprecedented Grants, but endea- 
vour that the greateſt Frugality and Oeconomy may take Place in the Diſtri- 
bution of the public Montes, remembering the great Expence the War has 
involved us in, and the Debt incur'd thereby which remains yet undiſ- 
charged. | 

That You will conſult and promote ſuch Meaſures as may be neceſſary in 
this difficult Time, to prevent the Courſe of Juſtice from being ſtay'd, and 
the Commerce of the Province from ſtanding ſtill. | 


That if Occafion ſhall offer, you bear Tren in Behalf of this Town, 


againſt all ſeditious and mobbiſh Inſurrections, and expreſs our utter Abhor- 
rence to all Breaches of the Peace, and that you readily concur in any conſti- 
tutional Meaſures that may be neceſſary to ſecure the pubhck Tranquility. 


r „ 


nd 


At a Meeting of the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of the Town F Ipſwich, 


aſſembled on this '21jt Day of October 1705s Voted, That the following In- 
ftrudtions be given to Dr. John Calef, Repreſentative of ſaid Town, for 
his Conduct at the next Meeting of the General Aſembly. | 


SIR, 


S the Sitting of the General Court is too near to leave us time to be 

I particular in our inſtructions for your conduct relative to the diſtreſ- 
ſing and ruining meaſures that have been lately taken with reſpect to America, 
we can at preſent only ſay in general as our opinion, that as our ſubordi- 
nation to our mother country has its foundation intirely in our charter, you 
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are ſtrenuouſſy, tho with decency, to maintain that, any meaſure. noffffeonfiſt- 
ent with thoſe charters, ar that deprives us of any right in them, is neither 
conſiſtent with ſuch ſubordination nor implied in it; the Principle here laid 
down Has its fupport from theſe and like conſiderations, ſome of which we 
have only time to hint at. When our Fore-fathers left their native country, 
they left alſo the Laws and Conſtitution, they had been under in all reſpects, 
and to all purpoſes, fave what was ſecured by the charters: And it is manifeſt 
fact, that from that day to this, the goyernment at home have never conſi- 
dered the colonies as under the force 01 that conſtitution or the laws of 
that realm; three things were neceſſary to have made this otherwiſe, Firſt, 
That their migreating and coming forth ſhould have been a national act. 
Secondly, That it ſhould have been at a national Expence. Thirdly, That 
th Hou be ſent to ſettle ſome place or territory that the nation had 
before in ſome way or other made their own, as was uſually, if not al- 
ways the caſe with the ancient Romans; but neither of, them was the 
aſe here. Tt is well known they came out of their own accord, and 
at their own expence, afid took poſſeſſion of a country they were ob- 
liged to buy or fight for, and to which the nation had no more right 
than to the moon. Thence it follows, that abating the charter, they 
were as much diſmembered from the anne they came from, as the 
people of any other part of the world. In a conſiſtency therefore with 
the Charters we are ſubordinate and ſubjects, and as we humbly ap- 
prehend no otherways ; all ſubornation, not deduced from hence muſt 
2 its foundation in diſpotiſm and arbitrary principles that have no 
bound, and of courſe may run up to tyranny on the one hand, and 
down to abject ſlavery on the other, all which might eaſily be ſheum. 
You are therefore inſtructed to uſe your beſt endeavours in every la 

and reſpectful way to get removed every meaſure that has been. taken 
and to prevent thoſe that may be feared, which are not conſiſtent with 
the charter of the province; which as it is the only mean or inſtrument 
by which our fubordination- to the nation 1s preſerved, fo it is the only 
reward the Province ever had for purchaſing at an infinite expence of their 
own blood and treaſure, their large part of this new acceſſion of empire, 
wealth and glory to the Britiſb Nation. We ſhall only add, that for 
any people to be ſuppoſed under two different legiſlative authority's at the 
fame time, and for the ſame parts of government, is (we think) incon- 
ſiſtent with the very nature of government; inconſiſtent with the governed, 
and inconſiſtent with common ſenſe : If therefore we have a right by 
charter to govern ourſelves to any certain Degrees, than on this principle 
this right muſt be excluſive in that degree, of all other powers o legifla- 
tors in the world while theſe charters continue. | 


Atteſt, SAMUEL RogGtrs, Town-Clerk. 
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ExTRacTs from the Baſſon Eveniug- Vo, of Monday, No- 
e .. vemberg, 1705. "4 


From che VO T Es of the. Houſe of 'Reprofontatives of the Province of the 


— 


Max rISs, 29 Die OcTosras, A. D. 1765. 

In the Houſe of REPRESENTATIVES. © 
CCORDING to the Order of the Day, there being a very full Houſe, 
| the following Draft, which had been laid on the Table was perticularly 
conſidered, and thereupon Yoted. Veritas. me oh,” 1 

Whereas the juſt Rights of His Majeſty's Subjects of this Province, derived 
to them from the Britiſb Conſtitution, as well as the Royal Charter, have been 
lately drawn into Queſtion : In order to aſcertain the fame; this Houſe do 
UNANIMOUSEY come into the following Reſolves. 

1. Kęſolved, That there are certain eſſential Rights of the Britiſb Conſti- 
tution of Government which are founded in the Law of God and Nature 
and are the common Rights of Mankmd----Therefore | 

2. Reſolved, That the Inhabitants of this Province are unalienably entitled 
to thoſe eſſential Rights in common with all Men: And that no Law of So- 
ciety can, conſiſtent with the Law of God and Nature, diveſt them of thoſe 
Rights. | 

3. Reſolved, That no Man can juſtly take the Property of another with- 
out his Conſent : And that upon this original Principle the Right of Repre- 
ſentation in the ſame Body, which exerciſes the Power of making Laws fot 
levying Taxes, which 1s one of the main Pillars of the Britiſh Conſtitution, 
is evidently founded. | "oy 

4. Reſolded, That this inherent Right, together with all other eſſential 
Rights, Liberties, Privileges and Immunities, of the People of Great Britain, 
have been fully confirmed to them by Magna Charta, and by former and later 
Acts of Parliament. p 

5. Reſokved, That His Majeſty's Subjects in America, are in Reaſon and 
common Senſe, entitled to the ſame Extent of Liberty, with His Majeſty's 
Subjects in Britain. CES | 

6. Reſolved, That by the Declaration of the Royal Charter of this Pro- 
vince, the Inhabitants are entitled to all the Rights, Liberties, and Immuni- 
ties of free and natural Subjects of Great Britain, to all Intents, Purpoſes 
and Conſtructions whatever. | 1 — 

7. Reſolved, That the Inhabitants of this Province appear to be intitled 
to all the Rights aforementioned, by an Act of Parliament 1 3th of Go. 2d. 

8. Reſolved, That thoſe Rights do belong to the Inhabitants of this Pro- 
vince, upon Principles of common Fuftice ; their Anceſtors, having ſettled this 
Country at their /ole Expence ; and their Poſterity, having conſtantly ap- 
proved themſelves moſt loyal and faithful Subjects of Great Britain. 

9. Reſolved, That every Individual in the Colonies, is as advantageous to 
Great Britain, as if he were in Great Britain, and held to pay his full 
Proportion of Taxes there: And as the Inhabitants. of this Province pay 
their full Proportion of Taxes, for the Support of His Majeſty's Govern- 
ment here, it is unreaſonable for them to be called upon, to pay any Part of 
the Charges of the Government there. a: 

10. Reſolved, 


* 
— 
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10. Reſolved, That the Inhabitants of this Province are not, and never 
have been, repreſented in the Parliament of Great Britain: And that ſuch a 
Repreſentation zhere, as the Subjects in Britain do actually and rightfully 
enjoy, is impracticable for the Subjects in America : And further, That in 
the Opinion of this Houſe, the ſeveral ſubordinate Powers of Legiſlation in 
America, were conſtituted, upon the Apprehenſions of this Inpracticability. 

11. Keſolved, That the only Methcd, whereby the conſtitutional Rights 
of the Subjects of this Frovince can be ſecure, conſiſtent with a Subordina- 
tion to the ſupreme Power of Great Britain, is by the continued Exerciſe 
of ſuch Powers of C overnment as are granted in the Royal Charter, and a 
firm Adherence to the Privileges of the ſame. | ' 

12. Reſolved, as a juſt Concluſion. from ſome of the foregoing Reſolves, 
That all Acts made, by any Power whatever, other than the General Aſſem- 
bly of this Province, impoſing Taxes on the Inhabitants, are Infringements 
of our inherent and unalienable Rights as Men and Britiſh Subjects: and render 
void the moſt valuable Declarations of our Charter. | . 

13. Reſolved, That the Extenſion of the Powers of the Court of Admi- 
ral. y within this Province, is a moſt violent Infraction of the Right of Trials 
by Juries.---A Right, which this Houſe upon the Principles of their Britiſb 
Anceſtors, hold moſt dear and ſacred it being the only Security of the Lives, 
Liberties and Properties of his Majeſty's Subjects here. 7 
14. Reſalved, I hat this Houſe owe the ſtricteſt Allegiance to His Moſt 
Sacred Majeſty King GEORGE the Third: That they have the greateſt 
Veneration for the Parliament: And that they will, after the Example of all 
their Predeceſſors, from the Settlement of this Country, exert themſelves to 
their utmoſt in ſupporting his Majeſty's Authority in the Province, -in pro- 
moting the true Happineſs of his Subjects: and in enlarging the Extent of 
his Dominion. ; 25 
Ordered, That all the foregoing Reſolves be kept in the Records of this 
Houſe ; that a juſt Senſe cf Liberty, and the firm Sentiments of Loyalty 
may be tranſmitted to Poſterity. | 


[ Continued from the laſt Week] 


Writer in the New-Haven Gazette has tranſported a new cargo of 

arguments for adopting theſe meaſures ; whether in weight and value 
worth the tranſportation we ſhall ſoon ſee.— I hey fay © (ſays he) it has 
been found neceſſary, ever ſince the peace, to keep up a body of troops, 
„ v1Z, about 7000. men, upon the frontier in America, to preſerve the peo- 
«« ple from the violence of the bordering Indians, and to prevent diſturbances 
from the newly conquered French Inhabitants.” 

This ſhould have been left on the other fide the water, where it would 
have anſwered a purpoſe, —with Americans it can avail little, becauſe they 
know there is little in it. Indeed, if theſe troops are to be quartered at diſ- 
cretion, upon the newly conquered French, it will no doubt require the whole 
number, and more, to keep them from diſturbances : for this is ſo contrary 
to the Britiſh conſtitution they are under, and ſuch an outrage upon huma- 
nity, as no people ought to bear—Such ſhocking inhumanity has made the 
blood of many 2 French) boil, and their hearts burn with indignation. 
We hope the wiſdom of. the Britiſh parhament will never ſuffer it more, in 


any part of the Britiſh dominions :— but were they indulged the liberties of a 
free people, and of Britiſh ſubjects, they would be peaceable of themſelves, 
and need but few of theſe troops—the wiſdom or former ages has proved it 
"OE | in 
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in numerous inſtances: ſo that this real occaſion comes to little. If this 
fails he has another refuge. To preſerve the people from the violenees of 
* the bordering Indians.“ This is worſe and worte. The militia of the colo 
nies is doubtleſs ſufficient to defend us from the violences of the Indians in 
times of peace. This we judge upon trials made—and ſureſt teſt. They 
were ſo in the days of our fathers, when their enemies were near ten times 
as many, and their militia an hundred times leſs. And unleſs he can prove 
that an enemy ten times leſs, is more ſtrong and formidable than ten times 
ſo many: or that a militia an hundred times greater, is ſmaller and weaker 
than a hundredth part of the ſame number, his refuge fails, and real occation 
for theſe meaſures comes to nothing. But this real occaſion being ſuppoſed, 
which we obſerved is not: ke has an argument to ſhew the equity and neceſ- 
ſity of this tax: ** Becauſe the colonies will not exert themſelves in a propor- 
*« tionate manner, as experienc'd in the late war Some will do much, and 
© ſome little or nothing at all.“ But is it not more reaſonable to ſtate and 
require the proportion of thoſe who will do little, than fo heavily to tax the 
whole? Some tis allowed have done much, yea beyond their abilities; and 
muſt they now be ſubject to a heavy, perpetual, endleſs tax, equal to them 
who have done little? Where is the generoſity or juſtice of this? Some have 
done litle—but have they forfeited their eſſential rights as Engliſhmen” by: 
it: ſuch as their © right of taxing themſelves, and of trial by juries:“ - by 
what law or reaſon? If not, why are they ſo puniſhed ? Or have they, or 
can ſuch incorporate bodies forfeit ſuch privileges for their poſterity, that they 
alſo ſhall! be disfranchiſed of their birth-right privileges? No, the contrary ' 
(if I miſtake not) was fully proved in the trial of the London Charter. And 
more,—can they forfeit—for. all the other governments in America, who 
have no more hand in their tranſgreſſion, than any of the corporations in 
Great Britain, that they muſt all ſuifer with them, that they have done much, 
in doing much, as well as they who have done little for their doing little. And 
I may add, ſome of the colonies have ſettled and defended themſelves, and 
added a large territory and numerous fubjects to the realm, and have been 
a great ſervice to the mother country * their trade, and all wholly of thetn- 
ſelves, at a vaſt expence of money, toil and blood, without a farthing coſt to 
the crown; and this they did upon the encouragement of royal charters, 
granted to them by their royal ſovereign, under his hand and ſeal; expecting, 
and ſecurely depending upon the privileges thereof, as an indefeaſible inherit- 
ance to themſelves and poſterity forever. And muſt all be forfeit, and theſe 
privileges, ſecurities, confidence and expectations be all daſhed in pieces and 
aboliſhed at the failure of ſome other government, for which they are no 
more accountable than the city of London. Good God! where do ſuch ſo- 
vereign meaſures tend, and where may they end? Suppoſing it tried in the 
kingdom of Ireland, or Great-Britain, upon ſome delinquency found in 
ſorne of the cities or corporations - the eſſential rights of one and all, muſt 
be ſuperceeded and vacated, and the power of the courts of admiralty be 
extended to caſes belonging to the courts of common pleas- and the privi- 
leges of juries denied in jury actions would it go down in either of theſe 
kingdoms ? By no means :---It would doubtleſs create as great uneaſineſs 
among them, as it does now amongſt Americans-—-and raiſe as great an up- 
roar as ever was in theſe kingdoms. | = 8 
'Tis happy that this rule of adminiſtration was not adopted and practiſed” 
upon in the late rebellion, or it might have proved fatal to all. the charters and - 
corporations in Great Britain.—To ſuppoſe we can raiſe ſuch taxes as can 
| Cc as 
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as they in the mother countiy,” Is againſt all reaſon conſidering FO vaſt 
expence of the colonies in purchaſing—in manuring and ſubduing (for a 
while with little profit) and laſtly, in defending their poſſeſſions.—It is alſo 


unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that < all the ſums raiſed by the ſtamp- act and other 


duties in the Weſt Indies and theſe colonies, will not exceed an hundred 


thouſand pounds ſterling.” But were it ſo, is this all the damage we ſhall 


ſuſtain by the ſtamp Act? Far otherwiſe—the day. it takes place, it ſinks 


the value of our eſtates in America, more than a million. Yea we loſe the 
beſt part of our inheritance ; He muſt be a ſordid Miſer indeed who does not 


account his privileges the better part. It is certainly then no trifle that fills 


the minds of Americans with-fo great anxiety. But now comes his grand 
nt—* As to the right of 4 to lay this tax, they ſay, that al- 
tho' the particular colonies have certain rights, powers and privileges circum- 
ſcribed within their reſpective limits, yet theſe do by no means take from the 
hament that ſupreme juriſdiction when they, and which every ſupreme 
— in every ſtate, always muſt have over every part of the dominions, 
as well thoſe who have a voice in electing them as iherk , for the great and 
national purpoſes of guiding and defending the whole ; and to fuppoſe the 
contrary would be at once to deſtroy the very foundation and *principles of 
all government.” | WE pens, a "Putt 


It has been common for extraordinary exertions of power (unſupported by 
reaſon and the conſtitution) to be palm'd upon the people, by the favorable 


aſſiſtance of ſome favorite court maxim of a ſpecious found and-appearance ; 


the fallacy of which few will be at the pains to ſearch out and detect; I take 


this to be a maxim of that kind. With proper limitations the parliament 


have douhtleſs this power—but it cannot extend to the purpoſes of this Act. 


To apply this maxim in this manner—it is ſelf repugnant and contrary to 
the truth of fact—and to the conceſſion they make in the introduction of it. 

The foundation of government-ſtands frrong in compaſſing the great ends 
of government, viz. the 


muſt have a power to ſuperceed and take away theſe rights at pleaſure, in 


order to ſecure and protect the people in the enjoyment of them, ſavours of 


contradiction, and is plainly ſelf-repugnant. 


Again, no ſuch extraordinary powers has been claimed or exerted by the. 


Britiſh parliament, for more than half a century paſt—but the rights taken 
away by it have been exercifed by the Britiſh colonies, and recognized (as 
rightfully their's) by the Britiſh King and parliament for ſeveral generations: 
and yet, the foundation of government, all the time, has ſtood firm, here, 
and in Great-Britain ; and the great ends of it have been very well attain'd 
in both, and certainly much better than they are like to be under the new 
claims and exertions, which threaten anarchy, confuſion and deſtruction to 
the colonies, more than any thing which has happened to them fince their 
firſt pp 1 2h 4 | 

All the people ſee, this ſpecious maxim ſo applied, is con to the 
truth of fat, And it 1s. likewiſe contrary to the — wry Ba VIZ. 
That the particular colonies have certain rights, powers and privileges 
« circumſcribed within their reſpective limits.” Theſe rights muſt be ſuch 


—and if theſe be our rights, they are ours to have and to hold, to pos 
| . an 
b 


— 


rights fi and vacated by the act—if we have not theſe we have none 


people's ſecurely enjoying eſſential rights, which 
under the Britiſh conſtitution, are their right of tax ing themſelves, and 
of trials by juries, with others——Now to fuppoſe the ſupreme legiſlature 


gud. rol, fad AY Md % toh 


as we have had in poſſeſſion and exerciſe, ever ſince we were colonies ; the 
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and defend againſt all claimants whatſoever. They are indefeaſible rights 3 
we cannot yield them up; nor can they be taken away from us. — Were 
we ſo baſe, we could not yield them up, becauſe they are the birth- right 
- inheritance of our children, to which they are born; and fo are our's to hold, 
but not to give up ; nor can any claimants rightfully take them from us : this 
would make them rights and no rights, or our's, and not our's at the ſame 
time: for ſuch claimants could take them away, only, on account of their 
having a better right to them than we :—and if fo, in fact they are our 
rights in name, but their's in reality; which is contrary to the ſuppoſition 
and conceſſion allowed us in. the introduction. So that this grand argument 
brought from a great nation, and ſet out by ſome with ſufficient parade, 
ſeems to ſavour of ſuch great weakneſs, that it can by no means 3 
itſelf. He might have left the whole behind, as they have done little to in- 
lighten this hemiſphere, or ſatisfy the inhabitants of it. | $66 
No legiſlature on earth we ſo highly revere as the Britiſh parliament, and 
feel it our greateſt calamity, we have not the fullneſs of their patronage of 
our liberties, at this time as ever heretofore ; yet cannot think it within any 
wer to make our rights no rights, or rightfully to take away (without for- 
Nature or trial) the certain rights, powers and privileges which are allowed 
to belong to particular colonies and Britiſh ſubjects as ſuch.” Nor can we 
think theſe meaſures leſs likely to be injurious, as a precedent, than if effect- 
ed by royal prerogative only. The latter has often been tried in vain, and. 
the nation are ſo much awakened and guarded on that hand, it never can be 
inſlaved by it.—And it has long been the opinion of our beſt politicians, that 
„England can never be undone but by a parhament.” As how ?—but b 
gradually diminiſhing; their rights---and how can it be practiſed? but firſt on 
the colonies---then upon Ireland then upon Great-Britain itſelff. 
On the whole, we leave it to the judicious, whether theſe meaſures are 
not much more adapted to extend and increaſe prerogative power, and mi- 
niſterial influence, than to anſwer * any great national purpoſes. | 
And alfo, whether the raiſing of revenues in the way of ſacrificing the 
rights of the colonies---upon the ruins of trade---and of the colonies- and 
of courſe of the manufactures of Great-Britain, will not in the end be a 
meaſure fo very unpopular, and offenſive thro'out the whole realm, as will 
deſtroy that extraordinary M—ſt—1 power and influence it ſeems calculated to 


eſtabliſh. +. 5 
NE M O R R. Octo. 24. 

As ſoon as it was known that the Stamps were really arrived, all the Veſ- 
ſells in the Harbour lower'd their Colours, to fignify Mourning, Lamenta- 
tion, & Woe. Alas! What have we done to merit ſuch treatment from our 
Mother Country, and our brethren ? Have we deſerved to be thus degraded 
and diſhonoured, and uſed by them, as the moſt inyeterate enemies? What 

ſtrange infatuation has prevailed in their councils ! To diſtreſs, ruin and en- 
| ſlave us, when our rights and privileges are preciſely the fame, and our In- 
tereſts inſeperably united! ? 1 . | 

It is reported, that the Governor ſent to Mr. M Evers, deſiring him to 
take care of the Stamps, and that he anſwer'd, he had nothing to do with 
them. At preſent, as we are inform'd, there is not one of the perſons ap- 
pointed, from New-Hampſhire to Georgia, that will execute the odious Of- 
fice ;---ſo that the Stamps are now a Commodity no body knows what to do 
with, and are more abominable, and dangerous to be meddled with, than if 
they were infected with the Peſtilence.— It is more dangerous to buy or 8 5 

meddle 


3 

„„ 
meddle with a Stamp, than it is to encounter all the dangers and penalties 
attending the want of them. AuEWw,-,‚ͤ . | 
Me hear that moſt of the Gentlemen in Town, have entered into a reſolu- 
tion not to buy any European manufactures till their" trade is more opened, 
the Sugar Act altered and the Stamp Act repealed. 1 1 8 
9A NE W-HAV E N, Octo. 25 N 
The General Aſſembly of this Colony has lately paſſed a Number of Re- 
ſolutions to aſſert and vindicate the Charter and other invaluable Privileges 
which juſtly belong to this loyal Government. They are not yet prepared 
for Publication Why the Houſe were not unanimous in their Sentiments of 
the ſaid Reſolutions, ſhould be left to the Inveſtigation of thoſe who are able 
to diſcover the Truth, It is ſaid. there were only five members on the nega- 
tive Side of the Queſtion ; and eighty-five on the other. | 


HO Co, Philadelphia. October 24. 5 

We hear from Antigua, that a ſhip from London for Jamaica, but put in 
to unload ſome goods for the merchants of Antigua, brought over three 
perſons, ſaid to be diſtributors of . for the iſland of Jamaica, &c. who 
were in ſo great a hurry to get to the ſpot, where, with impunity, they 
might rob and tear from the inhabitants of thoſe ifles their money and li- 
berties, that they offered any price for a veſſel to go down immediately to 
amaica. .. (1950 we as” 

| Saturday laſt was executed, Henry Halbert, purſuant to his ſentence, for 
the murder of the ſon of Jacob; Woolman.— He will never pay any of the 
taxes unjuſtly laid on theſe once happy lands. | * Sh 
The Governor of Maryland having deſired the Advice of the Aſſembly, 
with Reſpect to taking Care of the Stamped Paper, as the Officer appomted 
for that Pu ſe had gone off, they reply'd : In Anſwer to your Meſſage juſt 
now received, relative to the Stamp'd Paper, we ſhould think ourſelves ex- 
tremely happy were we in Circumſtances to adviſe your Excellency on fo new 
a Subject: But it being a Matter of Importance, and ſuch as we do not 
think ourſelves at Liberty to adviſe in, without the Inſtructions of our con- 
ſtituents, which we cannot now obtain, we hope your Excellency will think 
us excuſeable for declining to offer you any Advice upon the Occaſion.” 


Bolton, November 4. 
A” a Meeting of the Freeholders and otheir Inhabitants of the Town 
of Norton, legally aſſembled on Monday the 25th Day of October 
1765, voted unanimouſly, that the following Inſtructions be preſented to 
_ GeoRGE LEONARD, jun. Eſq; their Repreſentative, viz. 


SIR, | 
1. the preſent melancholy Situation of the Province, while we groan under 


a moſt diſtreſſing load of public and private debts, as trade ſeems to be 
eparting from the colonies, and more eſpecially as the time is at hand when 
the act, called the Stamp act {it carried into Execution) muſt give the fi- 
niſhing ſtroke to every thing that is dear to us as men & Engliſhmen, we 
think it a Duty we owe our ſelves and poſterity, to communicate to you our 
ſentiments: that both you and we may uſe our utmoſt endeavours to preſerve 


thoſe rights and privileges that our forefathers purchaſed fo dearly and tranſ- 


mitted to us for an unalienable inheritance. 


o * 
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Undoubtedly we-ar2 intitled to the privileges and immunities of Engliſh- 
men; ,we venture to aflert that we have rights founded in nature, confirmed 
by charters, and guarded by the Britiſh conſtitution itſelf : Every attempt 
therefore to diveſt us of them muſt” be looked upon as arbitrary and uncon- 
ſtitntional, and ought to be oppoſed by all means that are warranted by the 
laws of God, the Britiſh conſtitution, and the common rights of mankind. 

The Stamp-Act, made and paſſed in the Britiſh parliament, where the co- 
jonies have no repreſentation, even without the hearing of any one remon- 
ſtrance -againſt it, out of the many decent and dutiful ones that, at a vaſt 
expence, were preſented, and as we apprehend, thro' a wicked miſrepreſenta- 
tion of our «circumſtances, ſubjects the colonies to ſo great and difpropor- 
tionate a tax as they are unable to pay, and if infiſted upon muſt end in 
their ruin, and alſo ſubjects us to the deſpotiſm of a judge of admiralty in 
numerous internal matters, without being allowed the ineſtimable privilege 
of a trial by a jury: We therefore take the freedom to ſay that we look upon 
this act as an innovation (at leaſt) replete with inconveniences, ruinous not 
only to American liberty, but in its conſequences to the Britiſh conſtitution 
itſelf, ſhould ſo dangerous a precedent be deemed conſtitutional. 

Therefore we cannot think it our duty to inſtruct you to join in any pub- 
lic meaſures for aſſiſting in the execution of the ſame, but on the contrary, 
expect that you ule every method to prevent its being carried into execution 
that is conſiſtent with our allegiance to the beſt of Kings. 

We likewiſe take this opportunity to expreſs our deteſtation of mobs and 
all outrageous proceedings, being ſenſible that an unthinking miſguided mob 
is the worſt of tyrants, and anarchy the wortt ſtate of flavery---Nevertheleſs 
we cannot think ourſelves any ways anſwerable for the damage that particu- 
lar perſons may haze ſuſtained in the late diſturbances, and expect that you 
oppoſe every attempt to their being compenſated out of the public monies ; 
that you oppoſe all unconſtitutional and unaccuſtomed grants, and endea- 
vour that the greateſt frugality may be obſerved in all diſpoſitions of the 
public monies whatever. | 5 

We would fucther obſerve to you that if any ſafe metaod can be found 
out to prevent the Courts of Juſtice from being ſhut up and the province 
plunged into the diſtreſſes of an out-/awry, and whereby the trade of the 
province may yet be upheld, we expect your prudence will direct you to 


embrace it. ; 


 Ex1Racts from the Mafjachuſets Gazette of Thurſaap, 
; November 7, 1705. 


3 PORTSMOU TH, Nov. 1. | 
IN conſequence of a report which for time: paſt prevailed in the country, 

that Mr. Meſſerve notwithſtanding his late verbal reſignation determined 
to execute his detzſtable office; and that ſome of the merchants here intented 
to make uſe of the ſtamp'd Paper, for clearing out their veſſels, &c— Yeſter- 
day morning the people in the neighbouring towns began to aſſemble: In the 
afternoon about Four hundred reſolute men, well equip'd, were collected on 
the plains (about 2 miles from this town) and large numbers were on their 
march from diſtant places to join them at their appointed rendezvous. - -- 
Thew purpoſe was to demand of Mr. Meſſerve a more explicit reſignation, 5 
&c.— The news being brought to town, his Majeſty's Council immediately 
met, and after ſome conſultation, rode in a body up to the Plains having 
Dd taken 
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taken Mr. 'Melſerve and a number of che merchants' with-them.——Here a 
folemn Oath-was taken by Mr. Melſſerve-(being adminiſtred by Ju 


dge Warner, 


a member of Council) that he would never, directly or indirectly execute 


che office of Diftributor of Stamps in this province. This oath, taken in the 
moſt ſolemn manner in the midſt of ſo large a number of his Majeſty's loyal 
ſubjects, who ſtood all the time with their hats in their hands; and the re- 
ted aſſurances from the Council, that the bale of ſtamp'd paper ſhould not 
2 and from the Merchants that they would never ùſe them on any 
account, diſarmed the populace of all their reſentment; -- and after being 
plentifully tefreſhed at the expence of the Council from the neighbouring 
nn, they all returned highly ſatisfied, to their reſpective homes, the ſame 
evening, in peace and good order. | EILEEN * 4 
The ſtamp'd Papers ſent for the Uſe: of this Province, are lodged in the 
Fort at Newcaſtle, where they are to remain as a dead inactive Lump of 
Matter, till they are ſent back to their native Country. | 7 
Nev. 4. Friday laſt. being the firſt of November, the Day on which the 
fatal and never- to- he forgotten Stamp- Act was intended to take Place, the Morn- 


ing began with tolling all the Bells in this Town, and at Newcaſtle, Green- 


land, Kittery, &c, the Colours on board the Shipping in the Harbour were 
hoiſted half maſt, and Notice given to the Friends of Liberty, to attend her 
Funeral, which was to be at 3 0 Clock P. M. a Coffin having been previoully 


Place of Interment, which was about half a Mile out of 1 own, when after 
much Sorrow expreſs d for our-exprred. Liberty, a Funeral Oration was pro- 
nounced greatly in favor of the Deceas d, which was hardly ended before the 
Corps was taken up, it having been perceived that ſome Remains of Life 
were left, at which the Inſcription was immediately altered, and then ap- 
peared to be Liberty Revived—and the Stamp Act was thrown into the Grave 


and buried, —at_ which the Bells immediately altered their melancholy to a 


more joyful Sound, and the, greateſt Pleaſure and Satisfaction were, diffuſed 
into every Countenance. The whole was conducted with the utmoſt De- 


cency, and in the Evening, a Number of Gentlemen aſſembled at the King's | 


Arms Tavern, where ſeveral Healths adapted to the Occaſion, were drank, 
ſach as LIBERTY, PROPERTY, &c. Kc. 14/18 
By the proceedings of the Aſſembly of Barbados, publiſhed in the Bar- 
bados Mercury, it appears, that letters had been received by Governor Pinfold 
from Admiral Tyrrel and Capt. Knowiler of the Milford, giving accounts, 
that the. ſaid Captain: being ſent to obſerve what the French were doing at 
Cayenne and the Triangles, he diſcovered ſeveral ſhips of war and other veſ- 
ſels in the tiver Cayenne, and aſhore a great number of tents and ſome build- 
ings, and imagined the French were laying up a very. great magazine ſupplied 
from North America, Capt. Knowler having ſeized a brigantine from Phi- 


ladelphia cleared out from Barbados with proviſions and naval ſtores, but by 


the invoices and bills of lading, bound for Cayenne, and had letters to the: 


2 French 


3 
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French Governor there. The ſaid brigantine was condemned in Barbados 
for illicit Trade; and by papers found on board it appears, that Meſſicurs 
John Remſon and Thomas Riche of Philadelphia have entered into contract 
for ſupplying the French at Cayenne. W 
LAST FRIDAY being the Day the Stamp-Act was to take Place, the 
Public were not much alarmed or diſpleaſed at tlie Morning's being uſher'd in 
by the Tolling of Bells in ſeveral Parts of the Town, and the Veiſels in the 
Harbour diſplaying their Colours half maſt high, in token of Mourning; and 
tho' ſ. me previous Steps had been taken by Authority to prevent any Pagean- 
try, fearing leſt Tumult and Diforder might be the Conſequeftice, yet the 
People were ſoon informed that the Great ree at the South Part of the 
Town P by the Name of the Tree of Liberty ever ſince the memorable 
14th of Auguſt) was adorned with the Ert:gies of the two famous or rather 
infamous enemies of American Liberty, G— ge G- = e and fobn A- 
The Figures continued ſuſpended without any Moleſtation till about 3 O'Clock 
in the Afternoon, when they were cut down in the View and amid the Ac- 
clamations of ſeveral 'i houtand People of all Ranks, and being placed in a 


Cart, were with great Solemnity and Order followed by the Multitude, form- * ; | 


ed into regular Ranks, to the Court Houſe, where the Aſſembly was then 
Sitting; from thence proceeding to the North End of the Town and then re- 
turning up Middle Street, they pafs d back thro' the Town to the Gallows 
on the Neck, where the Effigies were again hung up, and after continuing 
ſome Time were cut down, when the Populace, in token of their utmoit 
Deteſtation of the Men they were deſigned to repreſent, tore them in Pieces 
and flung their Limbs with Indignation into the Air.—This being done, 
three Cheers were given, and every, Man was delired to repair to his Home, 
which was ſo punctually performed, that the Evening was more remarkable for 
Peace and Quietneſs than common; a Circumſtance that would at any Time 
redound to the Honor of the Town, but was ſtill” more agreeable, as the 
Fears of many were great leaſt it ſhould prove another 26th of Auguſt ; for 
the horrid Violences of which Night we hope the good Order of this will in 
ſome Meaſure atone, as it is a Proof ſuch Conduct was not agreeable to the 
Sentiments &f the I own, but was only the lawleſs Ravages of ſome foreign 
Villains, who took Advantage of the over heated Temper, of a very few 
People of this Place, and drew them in to commit, ſuch Violences and Diſor- 
ders as they fhuddered at with Horror in their cooler Hours. 

On the fatal Firſt of November, 1765, was publiſhed a caricatura Print, 
_ repreſenting the deplorable State of America, and under what Influence her 
Ruin 1s attempted.---- At the Top is a Figure repreſenting France, holding 
in one Hang a Purſe of Money to a Comet, marked with a Jack-Boot, and 
out of her Mouth a Label, by which we find ſhe actuates the Star to ſhed 
its baneful Influence on Britannia; who preſents a Box to America, tellin 
her it is the St- -p A- -t: but on it is wrote Pandora's Box (which, accord- 
iug to the Poets, was fill'd with all Kinds of Calamities. America, who is 
in deep diſtreſs, calls out to Minerva to ſecure her, for ſhe abbors it as Death! . 
Minerva (i. e. Wiſdom) forbids her taking it, and points to Liberty, who is 
expiring at the Feet of America with a Label proper to his Extremity. Cloſe 
by is a fair Tree inſcribed to Liberty; at whoſe Root grows a Thiſtle, from 
under it creeps a Viper and inflxes its Sting in the Side of Liberty. Mercury 
(who ſignifies Commerce) reluctantly leaves America, as is expreſſed by the 
Label. Boreas, near the Comet, blows a violent Guſt full upon the Tree of 
Liberty; againſt which Loyalty leans, and expreſſes her Fear of . her 
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taken Mr. Meſſerve and a number of the merchants' with them. Here a 
ſolemn Oath was taken by Mr. Meſſerve (being adminiſtred by judge Warner, 
a member of Council) that he would never, directly or indirectly: execute 
the office of Diſtributor of Stamps in this province. This oath, tak 
moſt ſolemn manner in the midit of fo large a number of his Majeſty's loyal 
ſubjects, who ſtood all the time with their hats in their hands; and the re- 
ted aſſurances from the Council, that the bale of ſtamp'd paper ſhould not 
fo and from the Merchants that they would never ufe them on any 
account, diſarmed the populace of all their reſentment ;- - -and: after being 
plentifully refreſhed at the expence of the Council from} the neighbouring 
Inn, they all returned highly ſatisfied, to their reſpective homes, the ſame 
evening, in peace and good order. F 
The ſtamp'd Papers ſent for the Uſe of this Province, are lodged in the 
Fort at Newcaſtle, where they are to remain as a dead inactive Lump of 
Matter, till they are ſent back to their native Country. oo 
Nov. 4. Friday laſt being the firſt of November, the Day on which the 
fatal and never-to-be forgotten Stamp-Act was intended to take Place, the Morn- 
ing began with tolling all the Bells in this Town, and at Newcaſtle, Green- 
land, Kittery, &c, the Colours on board the Shipping in the Harbour were 
hoiſted half maſt, and Notice given to the Friends of Liberty, to attend her 
Funeral, which was to be at 3 o'Ciock P. M. a Coffin having been previouſly 
prepared and neatly ornamented, on the Lid of which was wrote LIBERTY, 
aged 145. STAMP'D, computing from the Ara of our Forefathers land- 
ing at Plymouth from England, --- and having with the greateſt Diffi- 


culty procured a Stamp- Add, re-printed at Boſton, (no Original having ever 


been ſeen in this, Province) the ſame was carried to the Grave by a Perſon 
who preceeded the Corps.—t he Proceſſion began from the State-Houſe, at- 


tended by a great Concourſe of People of all Ranks, with 2 unbrac'd Drums, 


and after marching through the principal Streets, it paſſed the Parade, on 
which Minute Guns were fired, and continued till the Corps arrived at the 


Place of Interment, which was about half a Mile out of i own, when after 


much Sorrow expreſs d for our expired Liberty, a Funeral Oration was pro- 
nounced greatly in favor of the Deceas'd, which was hardly ended before the 
Corps was taken up, it having been perceived that ſome Remains of Life 
were left, at which the Inſcription Was immediately altered, and then ap- 
peared to be Liberty Revived—and the Stamp Act was thrown into the Grave 
and buried, —at which the Bells immediately altered their melancholy to a 
more joyful Sound, and the greateſt Pleature and Satisfaction were diffuſed 
into every Countenance. The whole was conducted with the utmoſt De- 
cency, and in the Evening, a Number of Gentlemen aſſembled at the King's 
Arms Tavern, where ſeveral Healths adapted to the Occaſion, were drank, 
ſuch as LIBERTY, PROPERTY, &c. Kc. Tito > 
By the proceedings of the Aſſembly of Barbados, publiſhed in the Bar- 
bados Mercury, it appears, that letters had been received by Governor Pinfold 
from Admiral Tyrrel and Capt. Knowler of the Milford, giving accounts, 


that the ſaid Captain being ſent to obſerve what the French were doing at 


Cayenne and the Triatigles, he diſcovered ſeveral ſhips of war and other veſ- 
ſels in the river Cayenne, and aſhore a great number of tents and ſome build- 
ings, and imagined the French were laying up a very great magazine ſupplied 


from North America, Capt. Knowler having ſeized a brigantine from Phi- 

ladelphia cleared out from Barbados with proviſions and naval ſtores, but by 

the invoices and bills of lading, bound for Cayenne, and had letters to the 
"A French 
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French Governor there. The ſaid brigantine was condemned in Barbados 


for illicit Trade; and by papers found on board it appears, that Meſſicurs 
John Remſon and Thomas Riche of Philadelphia have entered into contract 


4 


for ſupplying the French at Cayenne. 7 
4 | BOSTON. | TE 
LAST FRIDAY being the Day the Stamp-Act was to take Place, the 

Public were not much alarmed or diſpleaſed at tlie Morning's being uſher'd in 

by the Tolling of Bells in ſeveral Parts of the Town, and the Velſels-in the 

Harbour diſplaying their Colours halt maſt high, in token of Mourning ; and 

tho' ſ. me previous Steps had been taken by Authority to prevent any Pagean- 

try, fearing leſt Tumult and Diſorder might be the Conſequence, yet the 

People were ſoon informed that the Great 1 ree at the South Part of the 

Town ry by the Name of the Tree of Liberty ever ſince the memorable 

14th of Auguſt) was adorned with the Erfigies ot the two famous or rather 

infamous enemies of American Liberty, G- ge G—nv—e and fohn H. 

The Figures continued ſuſpended without any Moleſtation till about 3 O Clock 

in the Afternoon, when they were cut down in the View and amid the Ac- 


clamations of ſeveral 'i houtand People of all Ranks, and being placed in a | 


Cart, were with great Solemnity and Order followed by the Multitude, form- 
ed into regular Ranks, to the Court Houſe, where the Aſſembly was then 
Sitting ; from thence proceeding to the. North End of. the Town and then re- 


turning up Middle Street, they pats'd back thro' the Town to the Gallows 


on the Neck, where the Effigies were again hung up, and after continuing 
ſome Time were cut down, when the Populace, in token of their utmoit 
Deteſtation of the Men they were deſigned to repreſent, tore them in Pieces 
and flung their Limbs with Indignation into the Air.—This being done, 
three Cheers were given, and every Man was delired to repair to his Home, 
which was ſo punctually performed, that the Evening was more remarkable for 
Peace and Quietneſs than common; a Circumſtance that would at any Time 


redound to the Honor of the Town, but was ſtill more agreeable, as the 


Fears of many were great leaſt it ſhould prove another 26th of Auguſt; for 
the horrid Violences of which Night we hope the good Order of this will in 
ſome Meaſure atone, as it is a Proof ſuch Conduct was not agreeable to the 
Sentiments of the I own,” but was only the lawleſs Ravages of ſome foreign 
Villains, who took Advantage of the over heated "Temper, of a very few 
People of this Place, and drew them in to commit, ſuch Violences and Difor- 
ders as they ſhuddered at with Horror in their cooler Hour s. 

On the fatal Firſt of November, 1765, was publiſhed a caricatura Print, 


repreſenting the deplorable State of America, and under what Influence her 


Ruin is attempted.----At the Top is a Figure repreſenting France, holding 
in one Hand a Purſe of Money to a Comet, marked with a Jack-Boot, and 
out of her Mouth a Label, by which we find ſhe actuates the Star to ſhed 
its baneful Influence on Britannia; who preſents a Box to America, telling 
her it is the St---p A--t: but on it is wrote Pandora's Box (which, accord- 
iug to the Poets, was fill'd with all Kinds of Calamities. America, who is 
in deep diſtreſs, calls out to Minerva to ſecure her, for ſhe abbors it as Death! 
Minerva (i. e. Wiſdom) forbids her taking it, and points to Liberty, who is 
expiring at the Feet of America with a Label proper to his Extremity. Cloſe 
by is a fair Tree inſcribed to Liberty; at whoſe Root grows a Thiſtle, from 
under it creeps a Viper a:d'infixes its Sting in the Side of Liberty. Mercury 
(who ſignifies Commerce) reluctantly leaves America, as is expreſſed by the 
Label. —Boreas,. near the Comet, blows a violent Guſt full upon the Tree of 
Liberty; againſt which Loyalty leans, and expreſſes her Fear of loſing her 
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art —Behijid, F a of Ships bauld u up ak to be Þotd ; OE: 
. ilor diſmiſs'd, with Labels,proper Ne e 
"fows'with this I + it Entertainment for Sr=-p M: A Number of 
theſe Gentlemeng wit Labels expreſſing various Sentiments on the Occaſion. 
=y the pane omits a Coat of Arms, proper for the dt—p Mn. . 
to de Sold by. Nathaniel Hurd, near the Town Houſe. | 


* 7 tbe Houſe of REPRESENTATIVES, | 
"NN. a Motion made AA ſeconded by divers Members, RESOLVED, 
That . IN 1ks of this Houle be given to the Committee who were 

inted e ſeveral Committees from the Houſes of Repreſentatives 

Burgeſſes 15 7 the ** Colonies on this Continent, to conſult together 
* the ent Circumſtances of the Colonies, and the Difficulties to which 
mey are ahd muſt Le reduced by the Operation of the late Acts of Parlia- 
| ment, for levying Duties and Taxes on the Colonies; and to conſider of a 
 penterat and humble Addreſs to His Majeſty and Farkdanent to upplore Re- 
bet lor their very, figiciolis 3 and faithful diſcharge of faid 1 raft. 
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The Monouräble Houſe of R Re c bemives on Tueſda laſt, . Choice 
of Denx1s DE BER DT, Eſq; of the City of London, "Merchant, to be a 
ſpecial Agent. | 
We hear the Inſtructions given ven to the Repreſentatives of the ſeveral Towns 
inſerted in the Journal of the Houſe. For 
which Reaſon ſome of them that have been ſent to be publiſhed in the. News- 
Papers are omitted. | 
We hear that 2 hurſday dhe Fifth of December next, is appointed by Au- 
 thorky to be obſerved as a Pay bf Köbi 1 hankigiving throughout the Pro- 
Vince of Maſſachuſetts Bay. I 
A Number of Magiſtrates | in Virginia, thinking themſelves compelled by 
the ſtrongeſt Motives of Honor and Virtue, to decline acting as Juſtices of 
the Peace from the firſt of November, and have gccordingly refigned. | 
We hear from Nova-Scotia, that a Quantity of Stamped Papers and 
Parchments being ſent by the Diſtributor of Stamps at Halifax, to a Deputy 
at Liverpool, the People hearing thereof, abliged the Deputy to ſurr cnder 
them up,. which they put in a Bundle and burat. | 
Thurſday the 14th of November is appointed by Authority, to be o * 
ſerved as a Day of "THAN K SGIVING thro'out the Province of New-* * 
| PAINT | Wer"; 
T0 the PUBLIC. 
"WHEREAS there has lately come out a pathetic Poem calith. E Tur 
T1MEs,” full of Sympathy for its Country —and due Loyalty to its Prince and 
all in Authority---=that are ſtaunch Friends to Liberty. And whereas there 
was prefix d to ſaid Poem, a Preface unworthy the Name, inſolent, imper- 
tinent, and juſtly abhorrent to every honeſt Man] can aſſure the Pus- 
L1C, that the Author of that Poem entirely diſclaims the Preface, and affirms 
his. Diſapprobation of it. Wherefore I would beg all ra 'd of ſaid 
Poem to do as I have done - tare it out with diſdain. * B. 
' +» "NE W-HAVEN, November 1. 
This Morning three Bells, which are all near Neighbours, began to toll 
here; and ſtill continue tolling and faluting each other at — 
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They ſeem to ſpeak the Word Ne--vem---ber, in the moiſt m 
imaginable. „ 
„ . had alſo a Funeral Cerexiony at Hartford.} 
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On the other Side a Gal- 0 


